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CHAIRMAN NOTES - Our Annual Business meeting with this 
years' added mini-symposium is scheduled to be held at the South 
Florida Water Management District's main office (3301 Gun Club Rd . ) 
in West Palm Beach on March 23 and 24, 1992. The meeting is 
scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m., Monday, March 23, 1992 . 
Congressman Clay Shaw (R-Ft. Lauderdale) has been invited to attend 
this meeting to receive the EPPC's First Annual Award ' for 
Environmental Excellence. This award to Congressman Shaw is to 
recognize his successful efforts to place melaleuca on the 'Federal 
Noxious Weed list and his continuing efforts to secure federal 
funding to help stop the spread of this noxious wetland invader. 
A detailed program agenda along with a memo is attached to this 
newsletter. Please make your plans to attend this meeting in West 
Palm Beach ........ Dr. Julia Morton, Director, Morton Collectanea, 
University of Miami, has become EPPC's first Lifetime Sustaining 
Member. Dr. Morton was one of the first scientists to recognize 
the threat of invasive exotic vegetation into Florida's natural 
environment and has published numerous articles detailing this 
subject . 

FEDERAL ISSUES - The U.S. Department of Interior's Fish and 
Wildlife Service will be holding a public hearing on implementing 
1990's Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act on February 26, 
1992 in the auditorium of the Department of Commerce Building, 14th 
Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. The Act was 
primarily passed because of the zebra mussel invasion in the Great 
Lakes. However, this Act a1so covers aquatic and wetland invasive 
exotic plant species. For more information about this hearing and 
the future implementation of this law, please call Dr. Dennis R. 
Lassuy at 703-358-1718. 

, 
STATE OF FLORIDA ISSUES - Bills have been filed in the Florida 

Legislature for this session (SB 1838 and HB 1903) which will 
impact the regulation of invasive exotic plants . The original 
purpose of these bills were to transfer the inspection of aquatic 
plants grown in nurseries from Florida Dept. of Natural Resources' 
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(FDNR) Bureau of Aquatic Plant Management to the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services. However, as written, these 
bills goes much further than that and represents a real danger to 
the environment through the dissemination of prohibited exotic 
aquatic and wetland plant species. These bills would allow plant 
nurseries to get a permit from FDACS for the cultivation and sale 
of FDNR prohibited plant species. Also, only non-cultivated plant 
species would be allowed for consideration on FDNR's prohibited 
exotic plant I ist in the future. In other words, if this 
legislation becomes law, species that are known to be invasive and 
are commercially cultivated would be exempt from future regulation 
by FDNR. Please call the Governor ' s Environmental Policy 
coordinator at 904-488-5551 to urge th~ Governor to veto this bad 
legislation. 

EPPC SYMPOSIUM PROCEEDINGS NOW AVAILABLE - Very limited 
quantities of EPPC's 1988 Symposium on Exotic Pest Plants are 
available. All new memberships to the council and those active 
council members who attend our annual 1992 meeting will receive a 
free copy of this symposium (soft cover, 387 pp.) while quantities 
last (a very good reason to attend the 1992 meeting!). 

RESTORATION EFFORTS BY PALM BEACH COUNTY - Palm Beach County's 
Dept. of Environmental Resources Management (ERM) , in coordination 
with Palm Beach County Dept. of Airports, is currently working on 
two county airport sites in an effort to enhance habitat values and 
reduce invasive, non-native vegetation. At the Palm Beach County 
Park Airport at Lantana, approximately 108 acres remain undevelop
ed. This area includes upland, transitional, and wetland areas. 
A dense population · of gopher tortoises resides in the upland 
portion. While the preserve area supports several listed species, 
which include royal fern and dahoon holly, this area has been 
invaded by melaleuca, Brazilian pepper, Australian pine, Java plum, 
schefflera, and Japanese climbing fern. To support the dense 
population of gopher tortoises, ERM proposes to cut, herbicide and 
remove the invasive, non-native species at this site. This action 
will likely trigger a seed release requiring further monitoring to 
remove seedlings which will be completed by ERM staff. A second 
airport-related project will be associated with the construction 
of the new North Palm Beach county General Aviation Airport. 
Through the approval and permitting process, 957 acres have been 
set-aside for preservation. This area is predominantly a pine 
flatwood-wetland mosaic . Though the preserve areas represent the 
highest quality vegetation communities on this site, they hav e been 
effected by hydroperiod reductions in recent years. ERM proposes 
to restore the historic hydroperiod, re-establish a natural regime 
and eradicate invasive, non-native plant species. ppecies proposed 
for eradication include rnelaleuca, Brazilian pepper, Australian 
pine, earleaf acacia, Japanese climbing fern, and non-native Ficus 
species. For more information, contact Mr. Ron Peekstok at 407-
355-4011. . 
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ROOT SUCKERING AND NON-TARGET HERBICIDE DAMAGE - Signs of 
unanticipated non-target damage were seen after a recent exotic 
plant control project at Windley Key state Geological Site. In 
October, 1991, 150 small Australian pine trees were cut to a stump 
height of 2 to 6 inches. The trees were then "cut stump" treated 
with triclopyr (Trade name: Garlon 3A) in accordance with the 
herbicide label directions and the recommendations in the EPPC's 
manual entitled "Exotic Woody Plant Control" (IFAS Circular 868). 
Less than a quart of Garlon solution (1:1 in water) was used with 
Blazon Blue dye (less than 0.5% in the solution) as a marker. No 
trees greater than 6 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) were 
treated. During this particular project, trees exceeding 6 inches 
dbh were being left, standing and untreated, until a larger chipper 
became available. Within one month, foliage of the remaining 
Australian pine trees in the same stand, all larger and untreated, 
had turned brown. None of the intermixed native plants, including 
lantana (Lantana involucrata), shortleaf fig (Ficus citrifolia), 
poisonwood (Metopium toxiferum), and West Indian mahogany 
(Swietenia mahagoni) appeared affected. This suggests a common 
root system, either through root-suckering or intra-specific root 
grafting, as the ' probable cause. As of January, 1992, no re
sprouting of the treated or untreated trees has occurred. For more 
information, please call Mr. Jim Duguesnel at 305-451-3005. 

GLYPHOSATE CLASSIFIED AS A NON-CARCINOGEN - On October 30, 
1991, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) classified 
the herbicide glyphosate as a Category E in regards to cancer 
potential in 'humans. The definition of Category E, as specified 
by the USEPA is "evidence of non carcinogenicity in humans." This 
is the most favorable classification possible in regards to cancer 
potential in humans. 

STATUS OF BIOCONTROL RESEARCH ON MELALEUCA - The weevil oxyops 
vi tiosa has been studied sufficiently in Australia to request 
permission from the Technical Advisory Group and APHIS to import 
this insect into the Gainesville. quarantine facility (as many of 
you know, we had hoped for funding next year to build a south 
Florida quarantine fa~ility that would support biological control 
research on melaleuca and other invasive exotic plants, but federal 
funds were not appropriated) . Dr. Joe Balciunas is preparing 
documentation for import permits for the weevil to be brought into 
the United States, possibly within the next month or two. After 
receiving the permits, the plan is to begin importing these insects 
for testing, or if possible, to establish a quarantine colony to 
provide stock for testing. However, there is some doubt that these 
insect colonies can be established in quarantine. Therefore, these 
weevils will have to be imported from Australia for each test 
conducted. It is expected to be a cumbersome task, but it should 
be manageable. Dr. Gary Buckingham will direct the quarantine 
research and will require the services of a biologist. This 
biologist position (paid from existing melaleuca research funds) 
will be shared with Dr. Dale Habeck to help with the Brazilian 
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pepper project during slack periods. 

DR . CENTER REOUESTS YOUR HELP - Dr . Ted Center is requesting 
suggestions of native or economic plant species that you believe 
needs to be tested in regards to the insects that will be imported 
for melaleuca control. Because melaleuca is myrtaceous, native 
Myrtaceae will be tested extensively. Secondly, Dr . Center will 
need specimens of your suggested plant species to use in the tests. 
Unfortunately, there isn't the time, money, or the space to grow 
them at the quarantine facility. Dr. Center's mailing address and 
phone number are: Dr. Ted Center, USDA - ARS, 3205 College Ave., 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33314, 305-475-0541. 

SOUTHERN GLADES WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AREA - In 1986, a 
mUlti-agency effort led by . the Everglades National Park (ENP) 
implemented the EPPC East Everglades Exotic Vegetation Control 
plan. The plan uses hack/ squirt, cut/ stump, and basal bark 
treatments as well as prescribed burning to control melaleuca and 
Australian pines. Fifty percent of the project area was owned by 
the SFWMD and managed by the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
(GFC) as the East Everglades Wildlife and Environmental area (WEA). 
GFC assisted ENP with chemical treatments and prescribed burning. 
On 1 October, 1991, the East Everglades addition to the ENP reduced 
the GFC managed acreage by approximately fifty percent and this 
area was renamed the Southern Glades Wildlife and Environmental 
area (SGWEA). The control efforts of the East Everglades project 
provided the initial treatment to about eighty percent of the 

. melaleuca and Australian pines in the marshes of the SGWEA. This, 
however, left an extensive Australian pine population on the 46 
miles of levees and roads which dissect the marshes of the SGWEA. 
To attack this levee infestation of exotic plants, the GFC and 
SFWMD's Homestead Field station have agreed to cooperatively 
provide personnel, equipment, a vehicle, supervision, and, most 
importantly, future funding . This is another good example of 
cooperative efforts among EPPC members - Mr. Kent Van Horn, GFC. 

INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT SPECIES IN TENNESSEE - In the autumn 
of 1990, the Tennessee Native Plant Society adopted "A resolution 
promoting environmentally responsible landscaping practices." The 
resdlution addresses the threat to native plant popUlations caused 
by the introduction of invasive exotic plant species into the 
Tennessee landscape and promotes a land ethic recognizing the 
inherent value of a bio-diverse landscape. It focuses attention 
on protecting the natural heritage through responsible landscaping 
practices by endorsing the use of native plants and by emphasizing 
that invasive exotics should not be planted. This resolution lists 
thirteen exotic plant species that are especially disruptive and 
should be avoided as landscape plants: kudzu, purple loosestrife, 
Japanese honeysuckle, shrub honeysuckle, autumn olive, common 
privet, creeping euonymus, burning bush, tree of heaven, muliflora 
rose, vinca , sawtooth oak, and Lespedeza spp . - Mr. Brian Bowen, 
Warner Park Nature Center, 7311 Hwy 100/ Nashville, TN. 37221. 
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8:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:15 a . m. 

10:30 a .m. 

10:45 a.m. 

1992 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM 

EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL 

South Florida Water Management 
District, West Palm Beach 

March 23 -24, 1992 

MONDAY 
March 23, 1992 

Registration 

7th Annual Meeting Call to Order 
opening remarks by Chairman Don Schmitz 
Presentation of the First Annual EPPC Award 
of Environmental Excellence 

First Session 
Presiding: Mike Bodle, South Florida Water 

Management District, West Palm Beach, FL. 

Rehabilitation of former wetlands within the 
hole in the donut in Everglades National Park . 
Robert Doren, U.S. National Park Service, 
Everglades National Park, Homestead, FL. 

The ecological impact of invasive exotic plant 
species in Florida's waterways, wetlands, and 
upland forests. Don Schmitz, Florida Dept. of 
Natural Resources, Tallahassee, FL. 

Centralized management: the key to managing 
Florida's invasive exotic plant popUlations. 
Jeffrey Schardt, Florida Dept. of Natural 
Resources, Tallahassee, FL. 

Exotics in Florida: 
vation biologists. 
logy, University of 

an emerging issue for conser
I. Jack stout, Dept. of Bio
Central Florida, Orlando, FL. 

The EPPC's 1991 list of most invasive exotics. 
Dan Austin, Dept. of Biological Sciences, 
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL. 

15 minu~e break 



11:00 a.m. 

11:15 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

11:45 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

1:45 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

2:15 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

2:45 p.m. 

Second Session 
Presiding: Ken Langeland, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, FL. 

The war on melaleuca in the Loxahatchee National 
Wildlife Refuge. Robert Peyton, U.S. Fish 
and wildlife Service, Boynton Beach, FL . 

Need for eradication of exotic, undesirable, 
injurious invasive plants. Julia F. Morton, 
Morton Collectanea, University of Miami, Coral 
Gables, FL. 

History of melaleuca management in Florida . 
Dan Thayer, South Florida Water Management 
District, West Palm Beach, FL. 

Priorities, ethics, and balance in the coverage 
of environmental news . Dave Newport, Editor 
and Publisher of Florida Environments Magazine, 
Gainesville, FL. 

Lunch (on your own) 

Third Session 
Presiding: Robert smith, Monroe County, 
Marathon, FL. 

Comparative transpiration rates of sawgrass, 
cattail, and melaleuca. Ron Hofstetter, 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL. 

The control of Neyraudia in Dade County pine 
rockland plant communities. Joe Maguire , Dade 
County, FL. 

Team management approach to controlling invasive 
exotic plants in State Parks. Jim Duquesnel, 
Florida Park Service, Key Largo, FL. 

Garlon and Spike herbicides 
invasive exotic vegetation. 
DowElanco, Atlanta, GA. 

for the management of 
Bill Kline, 

Ecology of Mimosa Diara. David Sutton, Jackie 
Jordon, and Ken Langeland. Univers.ity of Florida, 
Ft. Lauderdale Research and Education Center, FL, 
Florida Dept. of Natural Resources, West Palm 
Beach, FL., and the Center for Aquatic Plants, 
University of Florida, Gainesv ille, FL., 
respect~vely. 



3:00 p.m. 

3:15 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

3:45 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

4:15 p.m 

4:30 p.m. 

4 : 45 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9 : 30 a.m. 

15 minute break 

Final Session 
Presiding: Bill Kline, DowElanco, Atlanta, 

GA. 

Case study: 
City of St. 
Petersburg, 

st. Petersburg, Fl. 
Petersburg Planning 
FL. 

Julie weston, 
Dept., st. 

Assessment of Melaleuca guinguenervia expansion 
within south Florida. Francois Laroche and Amy 
Ferriter, South Florida Water Management, West 
Palm Beach, FL . 

Neutralizing the threat of exotic plants in the 
Big Cypress National Preserve. Tony Pernas, 
National Park Service, Ochopee, FL. 

Control of lather leaf in the Florida Keys. 
Robert Smith, Monroe County, Marathon, FL. 

The explosive spread of Lygodium microphyllum 
(climbing fern) in Florida. Mike Bodle, South 
Florida Water Management District, West Palm 
Beach, FL. 

Status of biocontrol agents for melaleuca. 
Ted Center, united States Dept. of Agriculture, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 

Effective restoration of forested wetland through 
eradication of Schinus terebinthifolius. Patricia 
Cunningham and Jeffrey D. Weller. Broward County 
Parks, Pompano Beach, FL. 

Adjourn until 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 24. 

TUESDAY 
MARCH 24. 1992 

Annual EPPC Business meeting, call ,to order. 
Approve , minutes of February 6, 1991 business 

meeting. 
Review minutes of the year's Board of Directors 

meetings. 
Treasurer's Report. 

Old Business 



10:45 a.m. 

11:45 a.m . 

1:15 p.m. 

committee Reports: 
Publications - Mark McMahon 
Bio-Com - Ted center 
Directorship - Bob Doren 
Invasive Species - Dan Austin 
Operations - Dan Thayer 

New Business 
Election of new Chairman and 3 Board Members 
Legislative affairs - Don Schmitz 

Lunch (on your own) 

Field Trip - John D. MacArthur Beach State Park. 
The park is a 225 acre remnant of what the barrier 
island (Singer Island) looked like prior to 
urban development. Prior to state acquisition in 
1981, access was uncontrolled and trails were made 
throughout the park. with these trails came exotic 
plant species (Brazilian pepper, Australian pines, 
and lather leaf). A management plan was 
implemented which includes targeted zones. The 
field trip will look at some these zones. The 
admission fees have been waived for council 
members. J.B. Miller will conduct the tour. 



APPLICATION FOR KEMBERSHIP* - EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL 

Eligibility for Membership: Membership in the Exotic Pest 
Plant Council is open to individuals who are interested in 
encouraging and promoting the development of knowledge concerning 
invasive exotic plant management. Payment of dues entitles EPPC 
members to receive the EPPC Newsletter, a quarterly pUblication. 
Please emit funds, payable to the Exotic Pest Plant Council. The 
EPPC is a 501-C3 non-profit organization, incorporated in the State 
of Florida . Your membership fee / contribution is tax deductible. 
* Note: This copy of the application for membership form is 
provided for new members or those EPPC members who have not paid 
their 1992 membership fee. 

Membership Type 

Student 
Individual 
Contributing 
Institutional 
sustaining 

Membership fee / contribution 

Lifetime Sustaining 

$ 10 
20 
50 

100 
250 

1000 

Type of membership: 

Check one: 

Name: 

Agency/Company: 

Address: 

City: 

State/Zip/Country: 

Phone (office): 

FAX number: 

New Member ---- Old Member ________ _ 

Mail to: 
Gene Dempsey, EPPC Treasurer 
c / o FDACS - Div. of Forestry 
3315 S.W. College Ave. 
Davie, Florida 33314 
305-475-9220 
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