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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES BY ROBERT DOREN - As many of you already know and 
others will learn from this edition of the EPPC Newsletter, these 
will be my last Chairman's Notes for awhile. I am resigning as 
EPPC Chairman*. As I have lived in the post-disaster situation 
left by Hurricane Andrew, I have come to know the true meaning of 
trauma. It has actually taken these few months of the daily 
routine of recovery for the actual scope of my (and thousands of 
others) predicament to become obvious. Mostly, I think, because I 
have absolutely nothing in my past that could begin to compare, 
thank goodness, and had no way of predicting that the worst part of 

---------the--storm·.would··be·-the--months--of··stagnation·and--delay-that would 
come as part of the reconstruction (of lives and homes) process. 
I haven't made great strides in the original goals I set for myself 
and the EPPC in the Spring-Summer 1992 Newsletter, but perhaps I 
can leave some good goals for the next person and also look forward 
to working toward them as I am able to become more heavily involved 
in the EPPC again. After all, I haven't actually left the planet, 
it only feels like it. 

On a pO~itive note, the California EPPC seems to be well on its way 
and energized and will become a strong element in our work and I'm 
convinced the support we gave them originally was critical to the 
level of enthusiasm and support they are now appreCiating. The 
proposed EPPC Director may also be a bit closer as a result of 
previous efforts of the Director's Committee in working with Ms. 
Jora Young of The Nature Conservancy. I thank all of you for your 
support and understanding and hope to be more involved again in the 
near future. 

* The next EPPC Board meeting will appoint someone to fulfill Mr. 
Doren's term as Chair, or will authorize an interim Chairperson 
until elections can be held dur1ng our next annual meeting. 
Unfortunately, our by-laws do not address this type of change and 
will have to be voted on by the full EPPC Board. 
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FEDERAL ISSUES - The Office of Technology Assessment's (OTA) report 
on harmful non-indigenous species in the United States is due to be 
released to Congress this spring. The report is a comprehensive 
compilation of ecological and economic impacts of harmful non
indigenous organisms in the continental U.S. and Hawaii. Past OTA 
reports have contributed to new federal legislation and government 
programs. In addition, the OTA report will review present federal 
programs and policies and state laws .... A coali tion of 
organizations (Weed Science Society of America, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, etc.) is pushing new legislation concerning the 
revision of the present Federal Noxious Weed Act. This revision 
bill, if passed, would put some common biological sense into the 
process of determining federal noxious weed species and also in the 
USDA/APHIS response to newly introduced aggressive species. The 
legislation should be introduced in Congress in March. 
congressional hearings may be held shortly thereafter •... EPPC's 
Vice-Chair Don Schmitz has organized some of our nation's top 
ecologists and state resource managers to draft a letter to Vice
President Al Gore outlining their concerns about the ecological 
impacts of invasive alien plant and animal species in the United 
States. The letter is planned to be sent to Washington, D.C. near 
the time of the release of the OTA report. Copies of this letter 
will be made available to all. 

STATE ISSUES The Governor has proposed merging Florida's 
Department of Natural Resources (FDNR) with the Department of 
Environmental Regulation (FDER) to create one "super" environmental 

·-agency~----Although-there seems· to-beiegislative and environmental
support for this merger to occur, it will have to pass through the 
legislative process where anything can happen. How this proposed 
merger might affect long-term land management issues, especially in 
regard to alien plant management, is impossible to determine at 
this pOint .... FDNR's Executive Director, Ms. Virginia Wetherell, 
was named to replace FDER's Secretary Carol Browner (who became 
EPA's Administrator) and eventually will be the head of the super 
enviroI1llental agency if the merger of the two state agencies 
occurs .... Mr. Don Duden has been appointed to be acting Director 
of FDNR pending the merger .... There appears to be two bills 
submitted in this year's legislature concerning the management of 
invasive alien plant species in Florida's environment, SB 662 and 
SB 558. Analysis of these ~ills was not available at this writing. 

MELALEUCA BIOCONTROL RESEARCH FUNDING CRITICAL!! Continued 
shortfalls in funding could result in the termination of the 
research to find host-specific insects to stop the expanSion of 
melaleuca. The project's funding base is diminishing at a time 
when costs are escalating. Declining federal, state, and local 
revenues have forced several cooperators to reduce or eliminate 
funding for the melaleuca biocontrol research project. 
Consequently, supporters have thus far been able to provide only 
about 25% of the funds required for FY 1993 research. Obviously, 
the pace of the project will be slowed by the budget shortfall. 
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STATUS OF BURMA REED IN DADE COUNTY PINE ROCKLANDS - Last year, 
Dade County completed an inventory of its remaining rockland pine 
forests. Sampling included the occurrence of several widespread 
alien plant species in forest stand interiors. Brazilian pepper 
(Schinus terebinthifolius) and Burma reed (Neyraudia reynaudiana) 
were found within 347 (94%) of the 368 sites surveyed. Although, 
Burma reed was found to infest only 26% of the total sites 
surveyed, these specific sites comprised nearly three fourths of 
the remaining pine rockland acreage outside of the Everglades 
National Park. Burma reed is considered to be a threat statewide 
because of its propensity for colonizing sandy soils and its 

. ability to tolerate frequent fires. In the pine rocklands, which 
have a relatively short fire interval, the presence of Burma reed 
has promoted more frequent, hi gher intens i ty fires, which have 
caused abnormally high slash pine mortality. If Burma reed becomes 
established in habitats with longer fire intervals, such as a scrub 
community, it could become disruptive to these ecosystems by 
altering fire regimes, and species composition. 

Last August's hurricane apparently did not reduce Burma reed's 
population size in Dade County, and may have even increased its 
overall abundance. Dade County is presently resurveying the pine 
rockland areas to determine the rate of spread of Burma reed. 
Any information (ecoloqy, control techniques, range, etc.) you 
might have on Burma reed would be greatly appreciated by Dade 
County. Send to: Mr. Joe Maguire, Dade County, DERM, III N.W. 1st. 
Street, Suite 1310, Miami, FL 33128 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

7th Annual Meeting of the Society for Conservation Biology, 
June 9-13, 1993, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona. 

13th Annual Spring Conference of the Florida Native Plant 
Society, May 14-16, 1993, Grenelefe Resort & Conference Center 
Haine~ City, Florida. 

THE PLANT THAT ATE THE SOUTH, IN THE EVERGLADES? - In August 1992, 
Dr. Dan Austin, a botany professor at Florida Atlantic University, 
confirmed the worst fears of Florida Power and Light inspectors and 
South Florida Water Management District biologists. A number of 
small patches of the fast-qrowing (about a foot a day) Asian vine 
kudzu (Pueraria lobata) were found in the Everglades Water 
Conservation Areas in western Broward County. These small 
infestations were quickly treated with herbicide, but future re
treatments may be needed. Until this discovery, the invasive 
plant's southernmost range was thought to be in the Ocala
Gainesville area. As of December, 1992, a couple of plants were 
found to be hanging on after retreatment. Treatments will continue 
and the site will be monitored until kudzu is eradicated. 

How the kudzu got to South Florida remains a mystery. Kudzu 
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doesn't produce many fertile seeds in North America nor do cuttings 
and fragments usually survive and form new plants. For more 
information, please call Mr. Mike Bodle at 407-687-6132. 

YEARLY TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1992 - The treasurer's report for 
the EPPC in FY 92 as prepared by Mr. Gene Dempsey is as follows: 

Checking Account (Nationsbank) 
Balance 12-31-91 ..................................•. $ 5,478.10 
Expenses 

Award, Letterhead printing .•...... $ 543.03 
Office supplies ................... $ 7.19 
Refreshments (Annual meeting) ..... $ 49.66 
Cal. EPPC Chapter (Morro Bay meeting) 

Fictional Name application ..•.. $ 50.00 
Fictional Name advertisement ... $ 30.00 
Cal. EPPC Seminar .•.....•...... $ 600.00 
Air fare (Vice-Chairman) ....... $ 290.00 

Florida annual report filing .•.... $ 61.25 

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 1,631.13 
Income 

Individual memberships ••••.•...... $ 800.00 
Student memberships ........•.•...• $ 20.00 
Contributing memberships .....•.... $ 100.00 
Institutional memberships ........• $ 100.00 
Lifetime Memberships ••.•.•...•.... $ 1,000.00 
~nnualmeet-ing--registration ...... -.$----1,-'740.-00------------ --~~--
Donations ....•.•.....•.•.••....... $ 50.00 

TOTAL INCOME $ 3,857.00 

NET INCOME .........•.....••.. $ 2,225.87 

Balance 12-31-92 ..................................... $ 7,657.97 

ON THE BEACH - FDNR's Division of Beaches and Shores is presently 
revising Chapter 16B-33, F.A.C., which provides requirements and 
procedures for the issuance of coastal construction permits 
pursuant to Sections 161.053, and 161.052, Florida Statutes. 
Presently the rule acknowledges the importance of endangered plant 
communities, and of native salt tolerant vegetation for their role 
in building and stabilizing the beach and dune system. However, it 
is apparent that additional efforts for some measure of control of 
alien plant species is required. 

Based on staff inspection and reports, the occurrence of several 
EPPC category I and II alien pest species including Australian pine 
(Casuarina equisetifolia), lather leaf (Colubrina asiatica), and 
beach berry (Scaevola taccada) on dunes and coastal uplands is 
significant. This was readily apparent to staff who were sent to 
South Florida for post storm damage assessment immediately 
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following Hurricane Andrew. Beach berry has been used in dune 
plantings extensively throughout Dade County. It was unfortunate 
to note that these plants held up remarkably well to the storm. 
Australian pines, on the other hand, suffered extensive damage on 
virginia Key and Key Biscayne. In general, the native species 
appeared to endure the storm's wind effects better. 

Due to the effects of alien plant species on habitat quality, and 
in some cases, reduced dune stabilizing characteristics, the 
Division of Beaches and Shores strives to limit alien plant species 
introduction through the review of coastal construction permit 
applications. Existing regulatory restrictions require the 
planting of only native, salt tolerant vegetation on coastal dunes. 
The Division also administers a grant program to assist local 
governments with beach erosion control projects. Under the 
program, the Division has provided financial assistance for dune 
restoration and alien plant species removal. 

The Division has begun assembling information regarding alien 
plants in dune and coastal uplands. Any information which would 
support the need for the control of such alien species in coastal 
environments is requested. Please send to: Mr. Michael Sole, 
Florida Dept. of Natural Resources, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Mail 
Station 310, Tallahassee, FL 32399. 

SPEAKING OF BEACHES, HOW ABOUT MORE LATHERLEAF IN THE KEYS? -
Colubrina asiatica, commonly called leatherleaf or latherleaf, is 
a-shi.-ny=l-eaved,-v-iney--i-nv-ader--of· beaches and- other- open-sa-ndy------
areas. Just six years ago, occurrences of latherleaf in the 
Florida Keys, were rare, limited to well-known larger beaches and 
dunes (e. g., Sugarloaf, Long Key, Long Beach, Plantation Key, 
etc.). It had not only increased rapidly in those areas, but is 
now encountered on virtually every beach and ancient dune on the 
highway-accessible Keys. Particularly alarming is its appearance 
in areas of little or no recent topographic disturbance, miles from 
known s~ed sources. Relatively new infestations include Cocoplum 
Beach, 1.ower Matecumbe Beaches, and Boot Key Beach. Brazilian 
pepper and Australian Pine have been the primary focus of alien 
plant eradication efforts in the Keys in past years. Latherleaf, 
however, poses a substantial threat to native habitat. On the old 
berm areas of North Key Largo, Hurricane Andrew has opened new 
ground for latherleaf, and according to Ms. Jeannie Parks of FDNR, 
its spread is increasing. 

Latherleaf is presently on Monroe County's local list of invasive 
exotics, making planting illegal and requiring removal as a 
condition of development. Future needs in the Keys include 
documentation of invaded areas, follow-up on required removal for 
private properties, beach restoration requirements for development 
of disturbed beaches, increased publiC awareness about the problem, 
and allocation of additional resources to alien species eradication 
programs in state and local parks. Monroe County is presently 
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formulating plans for its county 
management plans for alien vegetation. 
McNeese, Director, Monroe County 
Department, at 305-292-4402. 

parks which will include 
For more info, call Ms. Pat 

Environmental Resources 

MAPPING ALIEN PLANT SPECIES FROM FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT - The U.S. 
Forest Service's (USFS) Forest Inventory and AnalYSis Unit, head
quartered in Asheville, North Carolina, is working with the South 
Florida Water Management District to develop an alien plant mapping 
strategy for melaleuca, Brazilian pepper, Australian pine, and 
LYgodium microphyllum (Japanese climbing fern). In 1980, the USFS 
and Florida Division of Forestry conducted a south Florida forest 
inventory which included aerial surveillance of melaleuca. 
Hopefully, the 1980 data, along with the upcoming survey results, 
will allow establishment of melaleuca expansion trends. In 
February, 1993, a test flight evaluated the possible integration of 
new classification methods, GPS (Global Positioning System), and 
aerial video imagery. Results from this test are being evaluated. 
The project's leaders hope to conduct an operational aerial survey 
in early March. For further information, contact Mr. Noel Cost, 
USFS, at 704-257-4350 or Ms. Amy Ferriter, SFWMD, at 407-687-6135. 

EPPC MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE - Due to Hurricane Andrew, the 
extended renewal date to maintain your membership in the EPPC was 
February 1, 1993. If you have not already renewed yo.ur membership, 
please return the bottom portion of this page with your dues to Mr. 
Gene Dempsey. Thanks. 

Exotic Pest Plant Council 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

Please make checks payable to 
The Exotic Pest Plant Council 

I would like to renew my membership at the level indicated below: 
(PLEASE CHECK ONE) 
( ) ~ifetime $1000.00 
( ) Sustaining $250.00 
( ) Institutional $100.00 
( ) I would like to do more to 

$_---

Name 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
help 

-----------------------------------
Agency/company ________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip ______________________ _ 

Phone FAX 
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Contributing 
Individual 
Student 

EPPC continue 

$50.00 
$20.00 
$10.00 

its work 

MAIL RENEWAL FORM TO: 
Gene Dempsey, Treasurer 
c/o FDACS -DOF 
3315 S.W. College Ave. 
Davie, FL 33314 
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