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This is the first newsletter of the Exotic Pest Plant Council. 
I hope that you wi ll find this newsletter to be informative and 
beneficial. This informal newsletter is directed toward people who 
are concerned with biological pollution (the invasion of exotic 
plants into natural areas). The purpose of this publication is to 
keep you aware of the current r esearch efforts, operations, and 
legislative initiatives concerning invasive vegetation . This will 
be a quarterly newsletter and wil l be sent to act ive council 
members free of charge. I'm asking the council members to help 
make this newsletter a success by submitting announcements, 
information, or brief articles to be published in thi s newsletter 
concerning the management of exotic pest plants. 

FEDERAL ISSUES The Office of Technical Assessment's Food 
and Renewable Resources Program (U.S. Congress's research arm) is 
currently conducting a two year s tudy on the problem of invasions 
by exotic plant and animal species into the United States. They 
are interested in spec ific information concerning the economic and 
ecological impact of exotic plant and animal proliferations in 
natural areas. Upon completion of thi s study, there will be 
recommendations to Congress regarding what is needed in terms of 
federal legislation and funding needs to prevent new biological 
invasions and managing the ones that we have. The mai ling address 
is: Mr. Peter Jenkins, Food and Renewable Resources Program, Office 
of Technical Assessment , united States Congress, Washingt on , D.C. 
205l0 - 8025 ..... Although I can not say with certainty, it appears 
the USDA/APHIS (U.S. Dept. of Agriculture/ Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service) is leaning towards placing melaleuca on the 
Federal Noxious Weed list. A large turnout of concerned 
individuals and representatives from government agencies and 
environmental organizations submitted testimony at the USDA/ APHIS 
formal melaleuca hearing which was held last December in Ft. 
Lauderdale. I have been told that no one submitted testimony at 
the melaleuca hearing held in California ..... Finally, the Farm 
Bill of 1990 amended the Federal Noxious Weed Act of 1974 by 
authorizing federal agencies to develop and coordinate an 
undesirable plant management program for the control of undesirable 
plants on federal lands, or under the agency ' s jurisdiction. 
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STATE OF FLORIDA ISSUES The Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) is backing proposed l egislation for the 1991 
session that would establish a biocontrol research program (with 
priority given to melaleuca, Australian pine, and Brazilian pepper) 
by increasing the certificate of registration fees for Florida 
nurseries and stock dealers by 50 percent. The proposed increase 
in these fees will generate approximately $312,000 per year. DNR 
is looking to take a stronger role in managing all invasive exotic 
v~getation in Florida. It appears that DNR's Bureau of Aquatic 
Plant Management is no longer slated for abolishment during this 
fiscal year although there may be bills introduced during the 
upcoming 1991 legislative session that would dismantle the 
Bureau .... In a recent letter and information sent to EPPC's 
Chairman, IFAS (Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences) has 
acknowledged the council's concerns regarding the screening of 
newly imported exotic plant species for invasiveness before release 
to agricultural interests. Dr. C.E. Dean, who is the Chairman of 
the Agronomy Dept., states in a memo written to Dean John T. 
Woeste, "IFAS plant breeders and administrators are well aware of 
the danger posed by introduced or modified plants which have a 
potential to become pests through invasion and encroachment into 
environmentally sensitive areas or other areas where native plants 
may be threatened. Such plants will not be released by IFAS into 
the Florida environment." 

PUBLICATIONS Dr. Ken Langeland (IFAS) and the EPPC 
Publications committee prepared an IFAS extension publication 
entitled "Exotic Woody Plant Control" (Circular 868) which is now 
available. This manual is informative regarding the present 
control methods for Australian Pine, Brazilian pepper, Asiatic 
colubrina, and melaleuca. Single copies of IFAS extension 
publications are available free to Florida residents from county 
extension offices ..... The DNR 1989 Florida Aquatic Flora survey 
Report can be obtained from the DNR, Bureau of Aquatic Plant 
Management, 2051 East Dirac Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32310. This 
free report details the history of introduction and management, and 
the present acreages of Florida's three most invasive exotic 
aquatic plant species ...... Although they are not very recent 
publications, the following two symposiums provide the reader with 
an in-depth knowledge of the ecological issues concerning exotic 
plant and animal invasions in North America and the around the 
world: 

Ecology of Biological Invasions of North America and Hawaii . 
Ed. by H.A. Mooney and J . A. Drake. Springer- Verlag, New York, 
1986. 

Bioloaical Invasions: A Global Perspective. Ed. by J.A. Drake 
et a l. John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1989. 

EPPC Publications Committee Chairman, Mr. Louis Whiteaker, accepted 
a botanist position with the Bureau of Land Management in Oregon 
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last August. Mr. Mark McMahon (305-836-3172) has volunteered to 
be the new Chairman. Lou did an excellent job as the Publications 
Committee Chairman and his enthusiasm will be missed by the EPPC. 

LIST OF THE EPPC'S MOST INVASIVE EXOTIC PEST PLANTS IN FLORIDA 
There are at least 925 exotic plant species that have become 
established in the state of Florida. Approximately one half of 
these exotic plant species are believed to have been introduced 
for agricultural purposes. The EPPC has identified exotic plant 
species from 22 different genera as the most threatening of the 
established foreign plant species in Florida. They are as follows: 

Acacia auriculiformis 
(earleaf acacia) 

Albizia lebbeck 
(woman's tongue) 

Ardisia humilis 
(shoebutton ardisia) 

Bischofia iavanica 
(bishop wood) 

Brassaia actinophylla 
(schefflera) 

casuarina spp. 
(Australian pine) 

Colubrina asiatica 
(lather leaf) 

Dioscorea bulbifera 
(air potato) 

Eucalyptus camaldulenis 
(murray red gum) 

Ficus spp. 
(Cuban laural) 

Hibiscus tiliaceus 
(mahoe) 

Jasminum dichotomum 
(jasmine) 

Leucaena leucocephala 
(jumbi bean) 

Lonicera iaponica 
(Japanese honeysuckle) 

Lygodium japonicum 
(climbing fern) 

Melaleuca guinguenervia 
(melaleuca) 

Mimosa pigra 
(catclaw mimosa) 

Psidium spp. 
(strawberry guava) 

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa 
(downy rose myrtle) 

Schinus terebinthifolius 
(Brazilian pepper) 

syzygium cuminii 
(Java plum) 

syzugium jambos 
(rose apple) 

Thespesia populnea 
(cork tree) 

NEW POSSIBLE INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT SPECIES Chinese tallow tree, 
or popcorn tree (Sapium sebiferum) , has been characterized by some 
as the north Florida melaleuca. This exotic plant species prefers 
poorly drained soils, and can be commonly found growing along 
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shores of streams, ponds, lakes, reservoirs, and low swampy or 
submarshy areas. It has been observed that Chinese Tallow trees 
are virtually free of insect damage or disease in Florida. 
Presently, DNR research is investigating the distribution of this 
species in natural areas, any information should be sent to Mr. 
Greg Jubinsky (904-487-2600), DNR, 3917 Commonwealth Blvd., 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 ..... There have been reports that carrotwood 
(Cupianopsis anacardioides), a popular landscape ornamental plant 
species, is becoming invasive on spoil islands, ditchbanks, and low 
lying areas in south Florida. If you have any information on this 
species or areas infested, please send it to: Chairman, EPPC, c / o 
DNR, 2051 East Dirac Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32310. 

BIOCONTROL OF EXOTIC PEST PLANTS Dr. Ted center (USDA) reports 
that they had a series of meetings with the government agencies 
providing funds for the melaleuca project regarding the 
construction of the South Florida quarantine facil i ty. The general 
consensus was that a facility was not justified solely for the 
purpose of finding biocontrol agents for melaleuca. Everyone 
agreed that biocontrol research should address other exotic pest 
plant species in Florida. The recommendation was that the plans 
for the quarantine facility proceed with the broader research 
agenda. congressman Clay Shaw (R) has agreed to help acquire 
funding for the facility. Present plans are for the design and 
construction of the South Florida quarantine facility to be 
completed by the Jacksonville Army Corps of Engineers by 
1992 ..... Dr. Joe Balciunas, USDA Scientist in Australia, reports 
that research on the first two melaleuca biocontrol agents is 
progressing on schedule. At least one of these insect species will 
be ready for importation as soon as adequate quarantine space is 
available. The initial quarantine work will most likely be done 
at Gainesville, Florida or Stonesville, Mississippi, pending the 
completion of a south Florida facility . 

NEW EPPC COMMITTEE During the August 16, 1990 Board of 
Directors Meeting, a motion was made and seconded to create a 
Melaleuca operations Committee. Mr. Dan Thayer (South Florida 
Water Management Dist.) was named to Chair the committee. Mr. 
Thayer would like to see this committee as a forum for compiling 
and disseminating management information on melaleuca. If you are 
interested in becoming a member of this committee, please see Mr. 
Dan Thayer at the annual business meeting or call (407) 687-6129. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING The EPPC's annual business meeting is 
scheduled to be held on February 6, 1991 at the Broward County 
Extension Service Auditorium located in Davie at 10:00 a.m. 
Registration will be during the hour preceding the meeting. A 
field trip has been planned to Pond Apple Slough immediately 
following the meeting. For more information, please call Mr. Don 
C. Schmitz at (904) 488-5631. 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT INFO FOR APRIL'S EPPC NEWSLETTER - 3-22-91 

4 


