
HOW TO PREVENT 
A GUINEA PIG 

COLONY? 



HOW TO DEFINE?  

 US-EPA : An exotic species is a non-native plant or animal deliberately or 

accidentally introduced into a new habitat. Such species include plants, fishes, 

algae, mollusks, crustaceans, and bacteria. Such species that are able to 

reproduce and survive outside of  the habitats where they evolved are also 

referred to as alien, introduced, invasive, non-native, or non-indigenous. 

 FFWCC: Nonnative species are animals living outside captivity that did 

not historically occur in Florida. Over 500 nonnative fish and wildlife species 

and 1180 nonnative plant species have been documented in the state. 

 



WHY DO WE CARE? 

Exotic animals tend to: 

 Consume food sources that native species would eat, leaving insufficient food. 

 Occupy safe or supportive habitat, leaving a reduced amount of  habitat for natives. 

 Serve as food for native species but lack certain essential nutrients, leading to death of  native offspring. 

 Consume eggs, young, and adults of  native species  

Losses for humans from exotic species include: 

 High transportation and navigation costs 

 Reduced food availability for subsistence fishing 

 Reduced commercial fishing 

 Reduced sport fishing 

 Reduced water quality or supply 

 



Management Options 

 EDRR - Stopping it before it becomes a problem  

 Evaluating it until it becomes a problem then reacting 

 Educate staff  and visitors 

 Balance of  resources 
• Surveys 
• Education 

 Really Though - How do you plan for the unknown? 



Observed species (not established) 

Jamaican Fruit-eating 
Bat Artibeus jamaicensis 1983 Not reported breeding 

Natural range 
expansion (Florida 
Keys) 

Capybara Hydrochaeris 
hydrochaeris 1990s Reported breeding 

Escaped from research 
facility (Alachua, Baker, 
Bradford, Columbia, 
Duval Counties) 

Crab-eating Macaque Macaca fascicularis 1990s Not reported breeding 
Escaped from research 
facility (Miami-Dade 
County) 

Potentially extirpated species 

Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus 1970s At least 10 years 
(extirpated 2009) 

Escaped from owners 
(Gilchrist County) 

Gambian Pouch Rat Cricetomys gambianus 2002 Less than 10 years Escaped from breeder 
(Monroe County) 

 
 

Common Name Scientific name Year first 
observed 

Length of  time 
breeding 

Method of  
Introduction 

Statewide established populations 
Hog Sus scrofa 1500s At least 10 years Introduced 
House Mouse Mus musculus Unknown At least 10 years Introduced 
Black Rat Rattus rattus late 1700s At least 10 years Introduced 

Norway Rat Rattus norvegicus early 1800s At least 10 years Introduced 

Nine-banded 
Armadillo 

Dasypus 
novemcinctus 1920s At least 10 years 

Introduced and 
natural range 
expansion 

Coyote Canis latrans 1925 At least 10 years 
Introduced and 
natural range 
expansion 

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 1950s At least 10 years 
Introduced and 
natural range 
expansion 

Locally established populations 

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor 1908 At least 10 years Introduced (St. Vincents 
Island, Franklin County) 

Pallas's Mastiff  Bat Molossus molossus 
tropidorhynchus 1929 At least 10 years Natural range expansion 

(Florida Keys) 

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta 1930 At least 10 years 
Escaped from tourist 
attraction (Marion, Lake, 
Seminole Counties) 

Mexican Red-bellied 
Squirrel Sciurus aureogaster 1938 At least 10 years 

Released by owner 
(Elliott, Sand Key, 
Miami-Dade County) 

Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus aethiops 1950s At least 10 years 

Escaped from exhibitor 
and tourist attraction 
(Broward, Miami-Dade, 
Palm Beach Counties) 

Squirrel Monkey Saimiri sciureus 1960's At least 10 years 
Escaped from tourist 
attraction (Broward, Lee 
Counties) 

Elk Cervus elaphus 1967 At least 10 years Introduced (Highlands 
County) 

Nutria Myocastor coypus   At least 10 years 

Range expansion from 
introduced populations 
outside Florida 
(Hillsborough, Duval 
Counties) 
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http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/black-rat/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/norway-rat/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/nine-banded-armadillo/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/nine-banded-armadillo/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/coyote/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/red-fox/
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http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/rhesus-monkey/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/mexican-red-bellied-squirrel/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/mexican-red-bellied-squirrel/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/vervet-monkey/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/squirrel-monkey/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/elk/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/mammals/nutria/




 
O’LENA STATE PARK 

 

Possibly been in area since late 1970’s, 

population size unknown 

No research done to determine 

effects on the  

Capybara 
Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris Linnaeus 

 

1970-1980’s been present 

Management Action 

Resource Dilemma 



How Big? 
Was it bigger than a 

green bean can? 



What Color? 
 

White or Black? 



CANE TOAD, GIANT 
TOAD, MARINE TOAD 

Breanne Sterpina FWC 

Highland City – Lakeland 

 

Public Reacting 

 



Did you see 
that? 



Burmese Python 
MARCH 2009 

Pers communication 

Jean McCollum FFWCC 

Handouts 

 

Negatives 

Misidentification 

 

Ok Slough State Forest 



How Big? 
Was it bigger than a 

green bean can? 



What Color? 
 

White or Black? 



 

 One free-ranging cat can kill 100 or more birds and mammals per 

year, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

estimates. 

 



 1. Allowing cats to roam free places the cats themselves in danger of  harm. Free-roaming cats often are hit 
by cars or fall victim to disease, starvation, poisons, attacks by other animals, and mistreatment by humans. 

 2. Free-roaming cats take a tremendous toll on native wildlife populations by direct predation and by 
competition. Cats are instinctive predators that are able to hunt as effectively as their wild ancestors, and 
feeding does not suppress the cat's instinct to hunt and kill. It is estimated that nationwide, cats kill over a 
billion small mammals and hundreds of  millions of  birds each year. 

 3. Free-roaming cats are vulnerable to contracting and spreading disease among themselves, other wildlife, 
and even people. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that rabies cases in cats are 
more than twice as numerous as those in dogs or cattle. Additionally, cat scratch fever, hookworms, 
roundworms and toxoplasmosis may be transmitted to other animals and people through scratches, bites and 
fecal contamination by cats.  

 

So what is the harm in allowing  
cats to roam free outdoors 



Did you see 
that? 



Don’t  Give  Up !  

 Crooked Lake Prairie 

 March 2011 

 



Boa Constrictor 
Circle B Bar Reserve 

February 2012 

 

Enlist everyone!! 



Get  Creat ive  
Non-native Species Hunts 

 

Lake Wales Ridge State Forest 

Sika Deer 

Native to East Asia 



Communicate  
wi th  

Neighbor s  
Non-native Species Hunts 

 

SUMICA 
Native to East Asia 



Lakeland 

Montessori 

 Middle School 
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