
Heartland CISMA Meeting 
December 18, 2009   
9:00 – 11:45 a.m. 
 
Present: Cheryl Millett (TNC), Laurie Grome (USAF), Clarence Morgan (USAF), Keeli Carlton (Polk 
County), LeRoy Crockett (USDA-NRCS), Stephanie Green, (SWFWMD), Carrie Kotal (FDOF), Robert Nelson 
(TNC), Keith Clanton (FDOF), Tom Sheehan (FDOF), Rosalind Rowe (TNC), Corey Walk (FDOF), Carlos 
Torres (USDA-NRCS), Kevin Main (Archbold). 
 
1) A few items that came up during the “hellos”:  

a) LeRoy is working to help provide gamma grass for restoration work or other needs.  
b) Carlos reminded people that his program can help landowners with financial assistance for 

invasives through their acre-based cost share program, and that their department is creating a 
GIS layer on Lygodium for Highlands County.  

 
2) National Invasive Species Awareness Week coming up Jan 10-17th!  (or Jan 9th – 16th, depending on 

how you want to look at it…)  
a) Corine Burgess, with Highlands County Soil & Water Conservation District, is hosting an Air 

Potato Exchange Day on January 9th, 10am-2pm, at the Ag Center in Sebring. If you bring in one 
grocery bag full of air potato bulbils, you get a free native plant; also, prizes will be awarded for 
biggest, smallest, most pounds, and most uniquely shaped. 

b) LWR Ridge Rangers have a workday and “Invasive Plant - GPS location and identification” event 
at Flamingo Villas, January 9th, 9 a.m.; on January 16th, they have workday at Bok Tower 
Gardens, to assist with sandhill and environmental preservation efforts 

 
3) Planning for Feb. 2010 aerial survey for HCISMA:  

a) Clarence at APAFR thinks we can definitely get a fixed-wing, which would be available during the 
first week or two in February. Clarence also is looking into getting a helicopter, which would be 
available the last week in January, but for that we have to staff the flights with Federal 
employees only; several people attending said they could ask some of their USFWS and other 
connections.   

b) If the survey gets scheduled for the last week in January, we will need someone to be the point 
person for all scheduling and communications that week, as Cheryl and Rosalind will be out of 
town that week. 

c) SWFWMD essentially cancelled their overflights budgets, except for the Green Swamp 
watershed area, but Stephanie thought they might have a little left over to help with other areas 
if HCISMA needs to fill in. 

d) There was general agreement that this survey could serve simply as a search for current 
presence of invasives and did not have to stick to historical flight plans. Members were asked to 
quickly put together list of areas & species they’d like to have surveyed, and to get these to 
Rosalind or Cheryl ASAP  (rrowe@tnc.org or cmillett@tnc.org)  

e) Spotters are needed for the survey, and people who can work the GIS equipment. Discussion 
favored using Garmin hand-held GPS; FDOF equipment used in the past tended to be 
inconsistent in its operation.  
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4) Reviewed the FISP website and the Heartland CISMA web page so far (www.floridainvasives.org, 
then click on us on the map).  
a) Keeli noted that the logo for Palm Beach County should be removed and replaced with the Polk 

County logo. 
b) Carrie asked for more educational material on invasives, especially items that might be added to 

a curriculum. Suggested adding a “How to teach about invasives” heading on the How to…. page 
and including some teaching materials there. One example of an item: Project Wild materials at 
http://www.myfwc.com/docs/Educator/AquaticRoots.pdf. 
 

5) The Strategic Plan Template was introduced to the group and members were invited to sign up to 
work on a first draft of a strategic plan for HCISMA. Attendees who signed up to do this include: 

 Rosalind Rowe 

 Keith Clanton 

  
 

 
6) A first look at HCISMA’s species lists was started using Frank Price’s list of the “Top 10” in our 

CISMA, based on his FNAI data. Frank sent us 2 lists -- Top 10 by Occurrence, and Top 10 by Number 
of Acres (when acres recorded).  
a) Building from those lists, and without any setting any priorities, we currently have: 

i) Plants: 

 Lygodium microphyllum, Old World climbing fern 

 Rhynchelytrum repens, rose natal grass 

 Imperata cylindrica, cogongrass 

 Schinus terebinthifolius, Brazilian pepper 

 Abrus precatorius, rosary pea 

 Lantana camara, lantana 

 Panicum repens, torpedo grass 

 Solanum viarum, tropical soda apple 

 Lygodium japonicum, Japanese climbing fern 

 Cinnamomum camphora, camphor tree 

 Sapium sebiferum, Chinese tallowtree 

 Rhodomyrtus tomentosa, downy rosemyrtle 

 Dioscorea bulbifera, Air potato 

 Melia azederach, Chinaberry 

 Melaleuca quinquenervia, punktree 

 Ludwigia peruviana, Peruvian primrosewillow 

 Dianella ensifolia, cerulean flaxlily (so far, Highlands County only?) 

 Psidium cattleianum, strawberry guava 

 Investigate extent of:  Pederia foetida, skunkvine; Momordica charantia, balsampear  
ii. Animals & other: 

 Red bay wilt – Xyleborus glabratus, redbay ambrosia beetle, and fungus Raffaelea 
lauricola 

 Sus scrofa, Feral hogs 

 Tupinambis spp, Tegu lizard, et al. 

 Investigate: Osteopilus septentrionalism, Cuban tree frogs; Bufo marinus, cane toads; 
Python spp. 

http://www.floridainvasives.org/


b) A subcommittee, consisting of ….   will continue to work on this and will bring their findings for 
review to the next general membership meeting, where the group can work to prioritize the 
species. Lists they will be presenting for review include: 
i) Control/management species lists – Plants, Animals, Pests/pathogens 
ii) ED/RR species lists – Plants, Animals, Pests/pathogens 

 
7) Next meeting planned for March 2010, probably early in the month, and not on a Friday. 

 
8) Other: Decontamination protocols discussed – the US Dept of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation 

has just released Inspection and Cleaning Manual for Equipment and Vehicles to Prevent the 
Spread of Invasive Species (technical memorandum 86-68220-07-05, available at 
www.usbr.gov.pps).  Clarence said the Air Force now has decontamination protocols for equipment 
moving from base to base. We will check with the FISP webmaster about adding these to the “How 
to…” page on the website. There was some discussion about the CISMA helping to work to provide 
portable equipment-cleaning stations; also discussed working on protocols to help people crossing 
areas to decontaminate. 
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