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Targeted Outreach

* Expand observational network as
part of interagency effort to detect
and remove Nile monitors and
Argentine black and white tegus

* Evaluate different media with
specific message for a specific
audience

* Goal:
Fill in knowledge gaps = improve
detection and removal
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Presentations to targeted groups

Loxahatchee NWR visitors and volunteers
SFWMD Field station briefing

Audubon Everglades monthly meeting = |
Okeeheelee Nature Center | B [ A
Grassy Waters Preserve Nature Center




Social Media

* Neighbors sharing door hanger through
“Next Door” app

* Targeted message through Facebook pages
* Village of Wellington
* Okeeheelee Park and Nature Center
* Contacted equestrian groups and golf clubs



Targeted Outreach — PBC

In-person interactions
e ~200 total
* OQverall positive response
* Most valuable component of door hangers
* More likely to take action and spread the word

Accepted Info 2% 98%

Aware of monitors 52% 48%

Will report sightings 1% 99% 2% .

“No M Yes Negative response  Neutral response  Positive response



Targeted Outreach — PBC

Method Total effort / Reach In-person contacts
Door hanger

Flyer

Presentation
Social media

Results

* At least 4 verified Nile monitor reports from PBC
attributed to UF door hangers

* 5 Argentine black and white tegu reports from PBC

e 1 Rhinoceros iguana reported as Nile monitor

 Many misidentified reports



Other successes

* Monitor report from Tara Park in Plantation (May 2019)

* Interagency communication effort

* Led to removal of another monitor in Pembroke Pines and
a tegu report in adjacent neighborhood

Next steps

* Hope to continue funding

* UF developing large lizard lineup and online interactive key
to aid in proper identification




Exotic Pet Amnesty Days

Stephanie Krug (FWC) — Nonnative Species Outreach and
Education Specialist, based in Homestead
* Coordinating Exotic Pet Amnesty Programs/other outreach
initiatives
 Amnesty Days are held on 2-year rotation schedule, next
events will be at:
e Gulfarium Marine Adventure Park (Fall 2019)
* Naples Zoo (Winter 2019)
» Jacksonville Zoo (Spring 2020)

Great pets. Great omes.
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The Mighty Mangrove Palm, Nypa fruticans

by Dennis J. Giardina, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

I n past issues, we have chronicled ECISMA's
efforts to eradicate two woody mangrove
species, lumnitzera racemosa and Bruguiera
gymporrhiza, from Miami-Dade County, as
weell as our subsequent efforts to curb the
importation of exotic mangroves into the
state of Florida {https://bit.by/2ndsmvx).
While we were working with plant

ecologists at USDASAPHIS's Plant Protection
and Quarantine to offically prohibit the
importation of species in the genera of
Lumnitzera and Bruguiera through the

“Not Authorized Pending Pest Risk Analysis
(NAPPRA)," ancther species made the list:

Nypa fruticans, the only true mangrove palm.

Nypa fruticans is monotypic, or the only
species in its genus. Its fronds grow from
belowground rhizomaceous stems that can
reach up to 30 feet in height, and it can form
dense monocultures. The fronds have many
indigenous uses for thatching and weaving,
and Nypa's sweet sap is processed into a
form of sugar called jaggery. It is often made
into vinegar and wine, and Nypa's ripe seeds
are widely consumed and contain a sweet,
gelatinous center that can be eaten raw or
added to other confections.

The native range of Nypa fruticans is
extensive and includes tidal swamps, rivers

and estuaries of Southeast Asia, as

well as parts of India, Australia and the
Pacific. But, interestingly, its origins are
in the West. The fossil record of the late
Cretaceous Period in North and South
America contains the oldest samples

of Nypa pollen and fruit collected to
date. Apparently Nypa fruticans arose
in morthern South America and then
spread around the globe just before the
Earth was hit by a large asteroid, which
led to an extended period of global
cooling and drying. Nypa died out
everywhere except in the Coral Triangle
of Malaysia and Indonesia (like many
other mangrove species), from where it
eventually expanded out to its current
native range.

Unfortunately, Nypa fruticans was
planted around the turn of the 20th
century in Nigeria, West Africa. It
rapidly spread up and down rivers and
colonized estuaries, and it now occurs
in Cameroon to the south. Expediting
the proliferation of Nypa fruticans in
West Africa has been the razing of
native mangrove forests for petroleum
extraction and pipeline construction,
sand mining, and development.
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Fearsome Flatworm Threatens Native Snails
by Tim Collins, Florida International University, and Alicie Warren, PhD, Miami-Dade County Parks
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Future Events

« April 6t (2019) preliminary Florida Panthers hockey benefit

for ECISMA I : Donate at friendsofecisma.org/donate

e Sat. Feb. 29t (2020) Florida Panthers vs. Chicago
" & _f“L- -

Blackhawks
2
5

* NISAW
Goal to add education event during day prior to game
NEED ECISMA PARTICIPANTS
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