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History of Cogongrass in Georgia:  
 

In 2004, there were fewer than 10 known cogongrass infested sites in Georgia and USDA APHIS (Animal and 
Plant Health inspection Service - Plant Protection and Quarantine) were treating the sites. The low number is 

credited to the efforts of APHIS under the leadership of Art Miller, who had led an active cogongrass eradication 
program in the 1990’s.  In 2004, the Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) received an invasive species grant 

from the USDA  Forest Service (USFS), Forest Health Protection/State and Private Forestry Branch, and began 

examining the problems of invasive plants throughout the state.  Cogongrass was quickly recognized as the 
invasive species posing the most serious threat. As information on this species was circulated within the GFC, 

University of Georgia (UGA) County Extension Agents and other partners during the year, many additional 
infestations were located, primarily in the southwestern portion of the state, confirming suspicions that  

numerous unreported outbreaks of cogongrass had occurred.  

 
Task Force Organized: 

 
Greg Findley, Georgia Forestry Commission Flint District Manager in southwest Georgia, immediately recognized 

the threat it posed to this region with its vast agriculture, forests, and quail plantations.  A task force was 
organized to formally address the issue, and key partnerships with other groups and agencies were initiated at 

that time:   

 University of Georgia – Bugwood Network  

 USDA APHIS 

 USDA USFS  

 Georgia Department of Natural Resources   

 The Jones Ecological Center 

 Mark Atwater – Weed Control Unlimited, Inc. 

 
The task force's initial meeting occurred in spring 2005, and the group decided upon several courses of action,  

including:  education of any groups or organizations that could assist with detection efforts; determine if remote 
sensing to detect cogongrass was possible (and affordable) via either satellite imagery or aircraft; and plan a 

legislative tour for the spring of 2006. 

 
Education & Outreach: 

 
The education and outreach component has been critical to finding infested sites, minimizing 

spread and curtailing future introductions. Cogongrass educational efforts began in 2005. The Georgia 
Forestry Commission and University of Georgia Bugwood Network were the primary sponsors involved.  The 

GFC Forest Health staff made numerous presentations across the state, delivering the cogongrass message. In 

addition, Dr. Dave Moorhead, UGA Extension professor and county extension agents further shared the 
cogongrass message. More than 900 presentations about the cogongrass threat have been made to 50,000+ 

attendees since 2000. Some of the target groups included:  GFC foresters and firefighting personnel, UGA 
County Extension Agents, Georgia Department of Natural Resources personnel (conservation rangers, foresters, 

park rangers, wildlife biologists), professional foresters, loggers and logging interests, Department of 

Transportation right-of-way personnel, Georgia Public Works Association (targeting County Public Works 
Departments), Georgia Vegetation Management Association, Georgia Power (right of way and land management 

foresters and contractors), Timber Companies (Plum Creek, Rayonier, and MeadWestvaco), Timber Investment 
& Management Organizations, Congressional and State Legislators (tour at Tall Timbers Research Station), 

hunters, outdoor enthusiasts, forest landowner groups, and attendees at numerous landowner field days.   
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Targets of Education: 

 
Loggers: Approximately 70% of all known cogongrass sites have been introduced via timber harvesting 

equipment in pine stands during thinning operations through the spread of seed material and rhizomes. 
Therefore, numerous presentations have been given to Georgia Loggers regarding the spread of cogongrass 

on timber harvesting equipment. The Forest Health staff annually assists the Southern Wood Producers 
Association (SWPA) and UGA’s Master Timber Harvester logger continuing education workshops 
throughout the state. Programs with local, community logger groups have also served as excellent training 

opportunities. In addition, Dr. Dave Moorhead, UGA Extension professor, has conducted numerous training 
workshops with loggers. 

 
Tree Planting Vendors: Establishment of cogongrass in unthinned pine plantations is often a result of 

contaminated tree planting equipment. Most of these sites are being identified by foresters when timber 

marking. Presentations have been made to foresters and vendors regarding the need to sanitize tree planting 
equipment. 

 
Utility Companies: Cogongrass has been introduced around power poles at the time of installation. 

Contaminated rock and fill material placed around each pole has been identified as the source of origin. Training 

has been given to Georgia Power employees, including right of way and land management foresters and 
contractors. 

 
Rights-of-way: Several cogongrass infestation sites have been identified along local county road rights-of-way. 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (Right of Way Division) has received numerous training 
sessions. DOT workers are now on the lookout for cogongrass, and have also implemented sanitation 

requirements for out of state mowing crews that maintain Georgia's Interstate highways. A training session was 

given at the Georgia Public Workers Association's annual meeting. Local level meetings with County Public 
Work Directors have also taken place. Origin of these right-of-way spots is speculated, but unknown. The major 

concern is the spread of both seed material and rhizomes by road maintenance equipment.   
 

Sportsmen: Several infestations were likely initiated by out of state hunters who brought in equipment to 

establish and maintain food plots (that wasn’t properly sanitized).  Targeting this group has been less focused, 
but articles have been published by several groups with widespread magazine distribution:  National Wild 

Turkey Federation, Georgia Outdoor News and the Georgia Wildlife Federation.  Also, an advertisement was 
created and published in the Georgia Hunting Rules and Regulations Book (a free publication that lists all game 

seasons, limits, etc.) that is available at locations where hunting licenses are sold, with a printing volume of 

550,000 annually. 
 

Homeowners: Several spots in urban areas have originated from contaminated mulch and nursery stock. 
Landscape trees purchased from an out-of-state vendor was found to have cogongrass growing in the root ball. 

 
 

Outreach Materials: 

 
Members of the South Georgia Cogongrass Task Force (SGCTF) developed educational materials, a display on 

cogongrass and have given numerous presentations about cogongrass.  A website was developed by the 
University of Georgia (http://www.cogongrass.org/) as an education and information tool.  The GFC’s website 

(http://www.gatrees.org/ForestManagement/Cogongrass.cfm) also contains cogongrass information. These 

efforts have resulted in numerous new cogongrass sites being identified.  Continued outreach and education 
work will be needed to reach the ultimate goal of eradication.   

 
Numerous articles about the cogongrass threat have been published in local newspapers and magazines. In 

addition, television segments and interviews have been broadcast by local TV stations, including  WALB in 
Albany and the Georgia Farm Monitor.  

 

 

 

http://www.cogongrass.org/
http://www.gatrees.org/ForestManagement/Cogongrass.cfm
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In an effort to train individuals how to identify cogongrass, two 

identification tools were created.  
 

 Field Guide to the Identification of Cogongrass 

booklet (UGA/USFS) 
 

 Cogongrass Threatening Georgia mini brochure 

(UGA/USFS/GFC) 

 
 

 
 

Mark McClure, Georgia Forestry Commission Forest Health Specialist, created a cogongrass e-newsletter that 
is being sent to partnering agencies, foresters, other natural resource professionals, and landowners with 

known cogongrass. This update newsletter is e-mailed in the fall and again in the spring prior to flowering.  

 
A DVD cogongrass training video, developed by Mississippi State University, is another valuable 

tool used to inform the public about the threat of cogongrass. In 2010, UGA’s Center for 
Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health worked with the GFC Forest Health staff to create a 

"Cogongrass in Georgia" educational DVD, along with a Public Service Announcement. The video 

addressed the history, identification and threat of cogongrass, along with an appeal to eradicate 
all detections within Georgia’s borders. 

 
In 2011, the Forest Health staff created a new cogongrass banner stand, pictured at left, for 

display at workshops, programs and other events. Posters have also been designed to 
accompany the display. These posters will also be distributed to partnering state and federal 

agencies for display in county offices. 

 

Despite more groups and individuals being reached, the number of infested sites continued to rise in 2005. 
There were indications that APHIS had reached the maximum number they could effectively treat, along with  

other ongoing invasive work.  With supplemental funding from the USFS, Georgia Forestry Commission’s former 
Director, Ken Stewart, decided that cogongrass was a high priority, and that the GFC should take over the role 

of treating new sites if necessary, and use its personnel towards the cogongrass effort.  James Johnson, former 
Forest Health Coordinator, developed a contract between the private landowners and our agency. Through 

numerous discussions with the State Attorney General’s staff, a final document was eventually crafted:  

http://www.gatrees.org/ForestManagement/Cogongrass.cfm  (Attached separately at the end of this 
document.) 

 
A State MOU for Cogongrass: 

 

A memorandum of understanding to establish a cogongrass weed management area for the state 
of Georgia was drafted, circulated and approved by partnering groups and agencies (appendix). 

The formal signing and press event was held at the Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center in spring of 
2008.  This event coincided with the natural timing of cogongrass spring seeding, which is the most 

recognizable taxonomic characteristic for public detection. A field tour to a local cogongrass spot in Baker 

County took place after the signing.  
 

Key partnerships (and roles) for the leadership within Georgia’s Cogongrass Program are: 
1. GFC – education, detection and field visits when reported, eradication treatments 

2. UGA – education, detection, web support, printed materials and publications 
3. USDA APHIS (PPQ) – detection and eradication treatments 

4. USDA USFS – funding, education 

5. Jones Ecological Center – education and outreach 
6. Georgia Department of Agriculture – detection and plant industry regulation enforcement 

7. Mark Atwater – Weed Control Unlimited, Inc. 
 

http://www.gatrees.org/ForestManagement/Cogongrass.cfm
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Political support was Critical: 

 
A legislative tour was held at the Tall Timbers Research Station on August 17, 2006, and numerous local 

political leaders, state legislators, and congressional aides attended, along with herbicide company 
representatives, University faculty (from UGA and MS State), state and private foresters and other resource 

professionals.  Classroom presentations and a guided field trip allowed for a full day of information exchange. 

 
 

Working with Neighboring States: 
 

Cogongrass is a regional issue that must be addressed on a regional basis in order to be successful.  Each 
southern state is working within their borders to manage and control this highly undesirable noxious weed. In 

order for Georgia to  achieve success in the next few decades, assistance from our neighboring state partners is 

necessary. Florida and Alabama can assist Georgia’s eradication efforts by controlling cogongrass along their 
state borders, while Georgia can assist South Carolina, Tennessee, and North Carolina by controlling within and 

along Georgia borders. Federal grants through the USDA Forest Service have provided the financial funding 
necessary to accomplish our goals. 

 

 
Landowner Database: 

 
All detections of cogongrass were reported to USDA-APHIS prior to 2006. A landowner database was created 

and maintained using an Excel spreadsheet to record vital information. UGA Bugwood, now known as The 
Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health, later began maintaining the landowner database. Due 

to landowner privacy concerns, the GFC began maintaining the existing landowner database in 2007 using the 

same Excel spreadsheet.  Due to the number of new detections being made, a new reporting system became 
necessary to accurately record and maintain records.  In 2009, the GFC created a new landowner database on 

its intranet system. Below is a view of the cogongrass case status database page.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Annual Cogongrass Detections: 

 
Reports of annual cogongrass detections are shown in the table below. 

Between the years 1994-2006 there were 59 sites detected. The GFC began 

tracking the number of new detections in 2007. The greatest number of new 
detections is made in the spring during the flowering period when the grass is 

readily visible. Tables showing cogongrass detections per county and monthly 
cogongrass detections since 2007 can be found in the appendix. A county 

density map is shown at right. Notably, the southwest corner of the state 

(Decatur, Seminole and Early counties) is Georgia’s cogongrass epicenter.  
 

Year  Sites Reported Cum. # of sites.  
1994-2006  59   59 

2007   37   96 
2008   131   227 

2009   110   337 

2010   135   472 
2011   130   602 

2012   64   666 
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Cogongrass size and locations: 
 

As of June 30, 2012, there have been 666 confirmed detections in Georgia. The average size spot 
is 0.23 acres. The majority (99%) of all sites detected in Georgia are considered to be young, <10 years old. 

Sixty-six percent (66%) of cogongrass sites are found in pine stands that have been thinned at least once. 

Therefore, these sites are associated primarily with timber harvesting equipment. A few are associated with tree 
planting vendors. Twenty-three percent (23%) are found on either county/state road or power line rights-of-

way. The remaining eleven percent (11%) are found on such sites including: pastures, pond dams, woods 
roads, landfills, bar pits, baseball fields, flower beds, balled trees purchased in AL, food plots or are of unknown 

origin. 
 

 

Special Project: Seed Viability  
 

A single cogongrass flower will produce an average of 3,000 seeds. Therefore, even a small patch of cogongrass 
(1/4 acre) will produce millions of seeds. Considering these fluffy seeds will be wind-dispersed long distances,  

cogongrass seed viability in Georgia has been a major concern. Landowners and Natural Resource professionals 

continue to inquire about spread of existing cogongrass spots via seed. As a result, the Georgia Forestry 
Commission partnered with Dr. Nancy J. Loewenstein at Auburn University to conduct seed viability test. In 
2008, Forest Health Specialists collected seed from 18 random cogongrass sites across the state. Results of 
this test confirmed a very low germinate rate - only one germinant, from a site in northern Georgia. The study 
was conducted again in 2009. Forest Health Specialists collected seed from 14 random cogongrass sites across 
the state. Results found five germinates from the 14 sites. However, once again the viability was low.  
 
These tests confirmed most of our theories. The vast majority of seed in Georgia is either not viable or has very 
low viability. This information is very encouraging in regard to eradication efforts. Field observations show no 
spread from existing cogongrass sites via seed, with the exception of some possible rights-of-way spots in north 
Georgia.  
 

 

Special Project: DNA rhizome study  

 
Rima Lucardi at Mississippi State University is currently conducting research into the genetic variability of 

cogongrass families across the southeastern U.S., using leaves and rhizomes. The GFC forest Health staff 
assisted Ms. Lucardi in the summer of 2010 by collecting leaf and rhizome samples on newly detected sites prior 

to herbicide application.   

 
“My research focuses on population genetic analyses within and among cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica) 
populations throughout the southeastern U.S.  Cogongrass is currently found in more than eight states in the 
region.  Utilizing population-level genetic analyses, one can measure extant levels of genetic diversity within and 
among populations, the degree of population subdivision (or intermixing), and whether populations have or are 
experiencing population bottleneck or expansion.  We have received sample tissues from seven counties in 
Georgia.  We use neutral genomic markers (Amplified Fragment Length Polymorphism) to scan for genetic 
differences between individual leaf tissue samples.  Six fluorescent, selective primer combinations have been 
applied to date, and resulting data suggest significant population differentiation.  In addition, evidence of 
asymmetrical introgression of alleles suggest that source populations are important in the persistence and 
spread of this invasive grass.  Further analyses and data generation remain underway.”  Rima Lucardi 

 

 
Special Project: DNA leaf study  

 
Dr. Millie Burrell at Texas A&M University is currently conducting research into the genetic variability of 

cogongrass families across the southeast. The GFC forest Health staff began assisting Dr. Burrell in the summer 
of 2011 by collecting leaf samples on newly detected sites prior to herbicide application.  Leaf samples from 

40+ sites have been collected and sent to Dr. Burrell during the spring and early summer of 2012. This research 

is an ongoing project at this time. 
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General Herbicide Advice: 

 
The Georgia Forestry Commission began herbicide treatments of cogongrass sites throughout Georgia in 2007. 

The GFC Forest Health staff sought the advice of experts from across the southeast, especially research and 
field trials conducted in Florida, Alabama and Mississippi, to develop an effective eradication treatment program. 

As with all invasive species, eradication would require multiple years of treatment followed by multiple years of 

follow-up inspections to insure total eradication has occurred. 
 

Key points to remember were summarized by the Alabama Forestry Commission: 
 

Top growth of cogongrass is easy to kill or eliminate, while it is the underground stems or rhizomes that are 
more difficult to control and must be the target of eradication-control treatments.  Each 1-2 inch segment of the 

rhizome can send up a shoot, when the top is eliminated by mowing, herbicide, or burning.  Mowing and 

burning can be used to clear thatch and debris before other treatment begin, while burning can result in killing 
desirable plants and open adjoining lands for cogongrass invasion. 

 
The difficulty of cogongrass control varies according to the depth and density of the rhizome mat. Young 

infestations are usually easier to control than older well-established infestations with intertwining rhizome mats 

greater than 5 inches in depth.  Centers of infestations will have deeper mats and will be harder to kill (the 
bull’s eye effect), while rhizomes extending past the edges will emerge if the soil above is not treated (the halo 

effect).  
 

Therefore, it was recommended that only two active ingredients are currently effective on cogongrass: 
 glyphosate (as in Accord, Roundupa, Glypro, etc.) and  

 imazapyr (as in Arsenal, Arsenal AC, Chopper, and Chopper Gen 2, etc.) 
 

Glyphosate has no soil residual activity but can injure non-target plants when sprayed. Imazapyr has both 
soil and foliar activity and can injure or kill sensitive non-target plants either sprayed or with roots in the 
treatment area, or when planted too soon after treatment.  Many herbicides have these ingredients and are 
sold as “brand name (original manufacturer)” and “generic” herbicides. 

 

 
 

Herbicide Treatment Results: 

 
Experts recommended treating cogongrass in the spring with glyphosate to suppress flowering. A 

late season herbicide treatment would need to be made with imazapyr for eradication.  The GFC 
treated 37 new detections in 2007. Each site was treated with glyphosate in the spring followed 

by a mixture of imazapyr/glyphosate in the fall. USDA APHIS continued treating and monitoring 
all 59 spots that had been reported prior to 2007.  

 

Herbicide treatments were modified in 2008. GFC personnel began to add a low rate of imazapyr to the spring 
tank mix when seeking to suppress flowering. These results were very positive. However, due to the narrow 

time frame in which to spray for flower suppression, the Forest Health staff opted to forgo all flower 
suppression efforts beginning in 2009. Since 2009, all new sites are being sprayed with an adequate 

imazapyr/glyphosate tank mixture following seed production that will kill the grass. Depending on timber 

species present, an application of 1-3% imazapry (Chopper or equivalent) mixed with 1% glyphosate and 1% 
Dyne-a-pak surfactant. These treatments are made from mid-May through late October or frost. 

 
Follow-up inspections are made on each site 2-3 months after the initial herbicide application to confirm the 

effectiveness. If necessary, spot treatments are made. Annual surveys of all sites are conducted to determine if 

the cogongrass has been eradicated or if additional spot treatments are required. Currently, it takes an average 
of two years to completely control the cogongrass. GFC is using the protocol of three consecutive negative 

years before a site is declared officially eradicated. For this reason it takes five to six years, beginning with 
herbicide treatments, to officially declare a spot of cogongrass eradicated.  
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Have Cogongrass efforts in Georgia been successful? 
 
Cogongrass Status Summary in Georgia:  
 
Herbicide treatments have been very effective across the state. The chart 
below shows the status of all known spots in Georgia as of June 30, 2012. 

Although all sites are not officially eradicated after the first year 
treatment, it is a fact that ALL spots are controlled after the first 

year herbicide treatment. Approximately 97-98% of cogongrass is killed 

with the first year herbicide treatment. All 666 spots in Georgia have 
received an herbicide treatment. 

 
STATUS  # spots % total   

Active   255  38.7 
1 yr. Neg  151  22.7 
2 yr. Neg  149  22.4 
Eradicated  111  16.7 
   666  100.0 
 
The table above and the map to the right show that 62% of all known cogongrass spots in Georgia 
are now negative. Presently, Decatur County has the most number of detections in the state with 
148. Seventy-seven (77) percent of these spots are negative. This is viewed as successful.  
 
 
Success of cogongrass eradication in Georgia is very difficult to quantify in terms of economic and 
ecological impact. Based on cogongrass history in Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi, it is clear that 
thousands of acres of ecological communities in the southern landscape have been converted to 
cogongrass and will continue to be converted if eradication efforts are not continued. 
 
Five years of dedication on behalf of county, state and federal government agencies, private 
companies, and landowners have made cogongrass in Georgia a success story. With this same effort 
and commitment, we can and will continue to make cogongrass eradication within Georgia a reality.  
 

Special Thanks: 
 
The Georgia Forestry Commission and its partners involved with cogongrass education, detection and 
eradication in Georgia thanks the U.S.D.A. Forest Service for its support and financial assistance in 
making cogongrass a success story in Georgia. 
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APPENDIX 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 

MEMBERS OF THE COOPERATIVE WEED MANAGEMENT AREA 

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby made and entered into by and between:  

Georgia Forestry Commission, USDA APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine, USDA Forest Service, 

University of Georgia, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources, Georgia Department of Agriculture, Georgia Department of Transportation, 

Georgia Exotic Plant Pest Council, Georgia Forestry Association, Tall Timbers Research Station, 

Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center, Georgia Power Corporation, and The Nature 

Conservancy.  Each group listed will be referred to as a COOPERATOR elsewhere in this document, 

and this list isn’t all-inclusive and can change at any time as new partners are added.  

  

A. PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to establish a mutually 
agreeable framework for cooperatively addressing the short and long term negative effects of 
Cogongrass within the State of Georgia. Furthermore, it is agreed that our educational 
activities where possible and practical should encourage the public to report suspect 
cogongrass finds, and the site will be verified and appropriate control measures taken.  The 
boundaries of this cooperative weed management area shall be the entire state of Georgia. 
  

B. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:  

All parties to the MOU agree that it is to their mutual interest and benefit to work 
cooperatively in education, detection, inventorying, monitoring, controlling, and preventing the 
spread of cogongrass within the State of Georgia.  All parties also agree it is to their mutual 
benefit and the natural environments of the State to work cooperatively to educate, train, and 
share technology between partners and the general public about cogongrass and serious 
impacts this plant could have on our natural environments if left to spread unchecked.  
Furthermore, we agree to work cooperatively to seek funding to detect and eliminate this 
plant from Georgia.  

C. ALL PARTIES SHALL:  

1. Work to detect all known infestations and define the boundaries of these for the purpose 
of eradication and future monitoring and retreatments as needed.  The area boundaries 
will be defined on a map and will be made part of the Cogongrass Strategic Plan. 
 

2. Work to establish an Integrated Cogongrass Strategic Plan which will describe the goals and 

objectives for the area and will be the guiding document for the cooperative management of 

Cogongrass eradication within the state of Georgia.   
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3. Coordinate cogongrass activities based on the framework items mentioned above (i.e. items 1& 2).  

Agreed upon activities will be identified as potential projects each year in an Annual Operating 

Plan, and these management activities will be implemented through the Cogongrass Strategic Plan.  

  

  

THE GEORGIA COGONGRASS TASK FORCE SHALL:  

1.  Utilize their organization to represent private landowners and other organizations in cogongrass 

management activities anywhere within the State of Georgia.   

2.  Utilize their organization to facilitate the sharing of resources from State, Federal, and private 

sectors to implement cogongrass detection, education, eradication and related activities.  This 

agreement does not imply the transfer of any funds. 

3.  Support the Cogongrass Task Force, as well as other concerned citizens and organizations, to 

coordinate cogongrass management activities within Georgia.   

4.  Conduct business as authorized by appropriate law and authorities.  

  

  

D. IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES 
THAT:  

  

1. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.  This instrument in no way restricts the 
COOPERATORS from participating in similar activities with other public or private 
agencies, organizations, and individuals.  

2. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION/TERMINATION.  This MOU takes effect upon the 
signature of the COOPERATORS and shall remain in effect through January 1, 2012 at 
which time it will expire unless extended.  This MOU may be extended or amended upon 
written request of either the Georgia Forestry Commission or COOPERATORS; either the 
Georgia Forestry Commission or COOPERATORS may terminate this MOU with a 30-day 
written notice to the other(s). In addition, any COOPERATOR may elect to withdraw from 
this MOU at any time by providing notice to the other COOPERATORS. 

3. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES.  The COOPERATORS and their respective agencies and 

office will handle their own activities and utilize their own resources, including the expenditure of 

their own funds, in pursuing these objectives.  Each party will carry out its separate activities in a 

coordinated and mutually beneficial manner.    

4. NON-FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT.  Nothing in this MOU shall obligate any task force 

member to obligate or transfer any funds.  Specific work projects or activities that involve the 

transfer of funds, services, or property among the various agencies will require execution of 

separate agreements and be contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds.  Such activities 

must be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority (or corporate, as applicable).  

This MOU does not provide such authority.  Negotiation, execution, and administration of each 

such agreement must comply with all applicable statutes and regulations.  
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5. ESTABLISHMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY.  This MOU is not intended to, and does not create, 

any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity, by 

a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, person, or COOPERATOR.  

6. MODIFICATION.  Modifications within the scope of the instrument shall be made by mutual 

consent of the parties, by the issuance of a bilaterally executed written modification, signed and 

dated by all parties, prior to any changes being performed.  

7. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES.  By signature below, the cooperator certifies that the 

individuals listed in this document as representatives of the cooperator are authorized to act in their 

respective areas for matters related to this agreement.  

   

THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument:      

Signature Printed Name & Title Agency/Organization  
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Monthly cogongrass detections reported in Georgia as of 6/30/2012: 
 
   Year     

Month 1994-2006* 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

January  5 6 1 2 2 3 

February  3 16 3 8 7 11 

March  4 20 7 9 13 6 

April  0 9 27 1 25 9 

May  4 25 25 50 31 19 

June  4 33 13 26 10 16 

July  4 10 2 12 9  

August  3 4 1 13 15  

September  2 1 17 2 10  

October  1 4 7 5 3  

November  3 0 6 1 2  

December  4 3 1 6 2  

        

Total/year 59 37 131 110 135 130 64 

Cumulative total 59 96 227 337 472 602 666 

        

(*) 1994-2006 cogongrass data was maintained by USDA APHIS. Therefore, this information not 
known to GFC. 
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Annual cogongrass detections reported per county as of 6/30/2012: 
 
 
 Year        

COUNTY 1994-2006* 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 TOTAL # spots 
in County 

Atkinson 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Baker 0 0 3 6 6 6 0 21 

Barrow 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Brantley 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Brooks 0 0 0 1 0 8 1 10 
Bulloch 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Calhoun 0 0 0 2 1 2 3 8 
Camden 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Carroll 0 0 28 3 3 12 3 49 
Catoosa 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 

Charlton 11 0 0 2 0 7 0 20 
Chattahoochee 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 

Clarke 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Clay 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Clinch 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Cobb 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Colquitt 0 2 2 1 1 1 0 7 
Coweta 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Crawford 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 

Crisp 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Decatur 12 13 33 15 39 21 15 148 
DeKalb 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Dougherty 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 3 
Douglas 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Early 2 4 8 7 17 13 12 63 
Echols 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 8 

Grady 4 5 6 6 9 13 5 48 
Haralson 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 3 

Heard 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Lee 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 

Lowndes 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Marion  0 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 

McDuffie 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Meriweather 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Miller 1 1 19 3 0 6 3 33 
Mitchell 5 0 1 5 3 10 1 25 

Muscogee 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Newton 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Paulding 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Pike 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 3 

Randolph 0 0 5 1 0 0 1 7 
Richmond 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 3 

Seminole 9 3 4 31 15 6 2 70 
Stewart 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 3 

Talbot 0 0 2 3 1 0 2 8 
Telfair 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 

Terrell 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 
Thomas 7 1 2 6 20 9 4 49 

Troup  0 1 1 0 1 1 0 4 
Upson 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Ware 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Worth 2 2 1 3 10 0 4 22 

         

TOTAL/YEAR 59 37 131 110 135 130 64  

CUMLATIVE 
TOTAL 

59 96 227 337 472 602 666  

 



Cogongrass Education, Detection & Eradication in Georgia June 2012 

 

Before and After Photos 
Photos taken by Forest Health Specialist Mark McClure 
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