
Georgia Exotic Pest Plant Council-GAEPPC 
May 15, 2019 at 10:15-Zoom Conference 

 
In Attendance: Timothy Daly, Karan Rawlings, Eamonn Leonard, Emilee Poole, and 
 
Absent: Ben Ackerly, Kym Partridge, Malcom Hodges, Stewart Chandler, and Lynne Lomax 
 
Timothy Daly, President, called the meeting at 10:20. 
 
Action Items/Notes: 

• Thursday, May 23, 2019- Karan Rawlings would like a member to present at the 
upcoming First Detector workshop in Fayetteville, GA.   The presentation topic will 
cover invasive species issues, management, and commonly encountered invasive 
species in the piedmont.  Emilee Poole and Timothy Daly will work to determine if 
either one will be able to attend.  
 

• Status of GAEPPC- Due to SE-EPPC dissolving, GAEPPC will need to be a 501-(3)c. 
Eamonn Leonard will look in the process and required paperwork for completing 
the status change.  
 

• Incentives for membership recruitment and involvement- To increase new 
membership, Karen Rawlings suggested board members highlight GAEPPC and have 
applications when giving presentations and attending other meetings and 
workshops.  Tim Daly suggested a quarterly newsletter.  It was discussed that the 
letter highlight GAEPPC events and related work of other organizations to ensure 
the membership is informed of other educational opportunities and events.  Karan 
Rawlings and Emilee Poole suggested the listserv be used to encourage interaction 
between members for invasive plant ID and questions, while also giving another 
opportunity to advertise GAEPPC and other related workshops, presentations, 
conferences.  Emilee Poole will continue to increase the Facebook activity with 
starting a weekly pest plant post from the plant list on the GAEPPC website. 
 

• Treasurers report-Eamonn Leonard reported that the bank balance is $3,896.10 
the change since the last balance ($3829.22) was from net income ($66.88) from 
the 1st Detectors workshop..  The PayPal balance is currently $3822.54 with an 
increase of $20 from the last report due to one additional membership payment.  
Funds will be needed to pay for the upcoming cost of 501 (3)c status change.  
SE-EPPC may gift their remaining funds to the state-level chapters.  
 

• GAEPPC Conference- Past meetings have discussed the possibility of using Middle 
Georgia College as the conference location.  Board members discussed the centrally 
located college will ideally attract more attendees than in previous years. The 
meeting will likely be held in October to avoid other conferences and event conflicts.   
Timothy Daly plans to contact Bibb County Extension Agent and will look into the 
cost of rooms at the college.  Depending on available space, Karan Rawlings 



presented designing the conference schedule with speakers in the morning sessions 
and hands-on/demonstration stations in the afternoon. Speakers and more details 
will be discussed in following meetings.  Tentative conference date is October 24, 
2019. 

• GAEPPC Conference Discount- Board members discussed the possibility of offering a 
discount to members who attend the conference in October. 
 

• Membership renewal - Karan Rawlings suggested changing the time of membership 
renewal from the yearly conference to renewal following the calendar year.   Board 
members discussed moving the membership renewal from this coming fall 
conference to January to allow board members to recruit new members and 
increase current member involvement to encourage membership in January. 
 

• Invasive Plant List- An additional conference call was planned to discuss updates to 
the invasive plant list. Tim Daly will send a doodle poll for board members to 
complete for best availability.  Karan Rawlings proposed adding a statement to the 
bylaws to require an updated invasive plant list at least every five years.  Karan 
Rawlings will resend her Excel file, and board members can find Timothy Daly’s 
PowerPoint presentations in the board member listserv for referencing prior to the 
meeting.  Karan Rawlings suggested differentiating the listed invasive plants 
between to natural settings and urban/landscaped setting include where the plants 
will be potential problems.  
 

• Future Discussion of Reporting Invasive Species- Karan Rawlings and Eamonn 
Leonard suggested a discussion on the importance of collecting and submitting data 
on invasive species for the following meeting.  App-based technologies are available 
to make this process easier to compile data for encouraging changes in legislation. 
GAEPPC encouraging data collection and submission on invasive plants will be 
discussed at a later time.  

 
The meeting  was adjourned at 11:15 P.M. 
 


