
sirex woodwasp
Sirex noctilio¹⁵¹⁶

garlic mustard
Alliaria petiolata¹⁷

giant salvinia
Salvinia molesta¹⁸

old world bollworm
Helicoverpa armigera¹⁹

Current �reats Potential �reats

Examples of Georgia’s
Invasive Species of Concern

1244 miles of interstate highways¹

18.3 million tons of cargo handled 
annually through Georgia Ports²

767,897 metric tons of cargo handled 
annually through Hartsfield-Jackson Airport³
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Pathways

hemlock woolly adelgid
Adelges tsugae⁴ ²⁰
250,000 acres of hemlock in GA
Provide shade and soil stabilization
for trout streams (4000 miles in GA)
100,000 + trout fishermen
Kills trees in 2 to 4 years
$9 million for research & suppression 
in eastern U.S. to date

gypsy moth
Lymantria dispar⁵ ²⁰
Attacks most hardwood trees
Causes widespread defoliation and reduces 
aesthetic, recreational, and wildlife values.
Recreation (Hiking, fishing, camping, 
bird watching, etc) is $1.7 Billion annually in GA
$75,000 annually for detection surveys in GA
10,000 acres treated in GA over last 15 years

boll weevil
Anthonomus grandis⁶
First observed in 1915, eradicated 1991
Decreased cotton yields from 2.8 million bales
annually to 112,000 bales annually
Eradication cost was $99.3 million in GA 
Continues to cost $5.4 million annually in GA

tropical spiderwort
Commelina benghalensis⁷⁸⁹
Tolerant to Roundup
90% of GA cotton is Roundup Ready
competes for water and nutrients
and smothers the crops (cotton and peanuts)
20 - 40% yield reduction in cotton
40% + yield reduction in peanuts
195,000 acres in GA infested in 35 counties
$1.2 million extra herbicide cost annually in cotton

sudden oak death
Phytophthora ramorum¹²¹³
9.8 million acres of oak forests in GA, 15.6% of GA trees
Valued at $33 billion for timber, wildlife, tourism & urban forests
Introduced by nursery trade - a $1.31 billion/year industry
Currently positive only in some nursery plants in GA
Alternate hosts include - camellia, rhododendron, azalea & viburnum 
Could devastate GA oaks if spreads to forests

cogongrass
Imperata cylindrica¹⁰¹¹
Has infested nearly 1 million acres in the Southeast U.S.
26 known locations in GA, mostly pine plantations
Burns hot and readily - wildfire/safety hazard
Spreading via contaminated equipment and road work
Forestry is a $20.2 billion/year industry in GA

Asian longhorned beetle
Anoplophora glabripennis¹⁴

Introduced in New York & Chicago
 Destroyed 10,000 trees, 

spent $180 million to eradicate
Could kill 1/3 of urban trees nationwide 

a compensatory value of $669 billion

80% mortality of pines in Australia
Killed 1.75 million trees in one year

Slash and Loblolly pine both susceptible

Dominates hardwood understories
Restricts desired regeneration

Displaces native vegetation and
wildlife forages

Introduced as ornamental garden plant
Produces thick mats that discrupt aquatic food chain

Interferes with recreation, hydroelectric production,
drinking water supplies, irrigation and aquaculture

Attacks cotton, peanuts, tobacco, bermudagrass and pines
Reduced cotton yields 50-60% annually in China

Consumed half of foliage off 60% of pines in New Zealand
Developed resistance to insecticides

Introduction would restrict international trade




