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NEW REGIONAL COLLABORATIVE TO ADDRESS INVASIVE TREES AND SHRUBS 

LISLE, Ill. (December 13, 2017) – Invasive trees, shrubs, and woody vines pose a serious threat to the 
health of the Midwest’s natural areas, out-competing native plants and severely reducing biodiversity. 
For this reason, the Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) is spearheading a new collaborative to 
address woody invasive plants in the Great Lakes Basin. The collaborative seeks to engage and draw 
input from a broad spectrum of stakeholders to develop tools to control and reduce the spread of these 
species.  

Many of the woody invasive plants that are now widespread in many parts of the region, such as Asian 
honeysuckle and common buckthorn, were originally planted as ornamentals in gardens and hedgerows. 
While these particular species have fallen out of favor in recent decades due to their tendency to 
become invasive, there are several other species of concern that are still very popular as landscape 
plants and are readily available through nurseries and garden centers. 

 “Invasive trees and shrubs affect habitat quality throughout the Great Lakes region,” said Ryan 
Wheeler, Invasive Species Biologist for Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources and a member of 
MIPN’s Board of Directors. “MIPN’s collaborative, multi-state approach will enhance prevention and 
management efforts on a basin-wide scale.” 

MIPN is seeking participation from natural resource agencies, land managers, conservation groups, 
university researchers and educators, and representatives of the green industry, such as nursery and 
garden center operators and landscape designers. Organizations interested in joining the collaborative 
discussion should contact Clair Ryan, MIPN Coordinator, at (630) 719-5649 or mipn@mortonarb.org. 

This project is made possible through financial support from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
as part of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.   

About The Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) 
The Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) was formed in 2003 with a mission of reducing the impacts 
of invasive plant species in the Midwestern United States. To enact this mission, MIPN synthesizes 
information and develops tools to aid in invasive plant control and spread prevention. MIPN’s activities 
are guided by its Board of Directors, which represents a diversity of stakeholder perspectives. In addition 
to grant funding, MIPN is funded through the generous support of its members. Learn more at mipn.org.  
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