
The Emerald Ash Borer 

(EAB, Agrilus planipennis 

Fairmaire) is a highly de-

structive wood boring 

beetle from Asia that has 

killed over 40 million 

trees since it was initially 

detected in Michigan in 

2002. The beetles lay 

their eggs on ash trees, 

and the larvae burrow 

through the bark to the 

cambium layer.  There 

they feed and slowly de-

prive the tree of nutri-

ents and water in the 

process.  Canopy die-

back is one of the first 

symptoms, and between 

one third and half the branches may die in the first year of infection.  Most trees die 

within four years. 

Adult emerald ash borers are about half an inch long, and metallic green in color.  

Though these insects are known to fly up to half a mile after emerging in the spring, most 

are spread through the unintentional moving of infested firewood from one location to 

another.  Ash trees of all ages, sizes, and health status are susceptible to EAB, and it can 

be difficult to detect whether a tree is infected until after a year or more of infestation.  

You may have seen the purple boxes hanging from trees along roads and woodland edg-

es; these boxes are designed to attract any beetles in the vicinity and serve as valuable 

monitoring tools. 

In West Virginia, the beetle was first found in 2007 in Fayette County, and two years lat-

er in Morgan County.  Since then it has spread to most of the panhandle and interior 

counties on the Allegheny Plateau, and populations are also growing in Virginia, Pennsyl-

vania, Ohio, and surrounding states.  Research is cur-

rently underway to explore biological and chemical con-

trols, but the best actions citizens can take right now 

are to monitor their trees, and not move firewood.  If 

you believe you may have an infestation, call WVDA’s 

Plant Industries Division at 304-558-2212.  Article sub-

mit ted by Whitney Ba i l y ,  Env i ronmenta l  Restorat ion  P lanner 
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Photo Credit: David Cappaert Emerald Ash Borer 

Correction: The photo 

posted in the October 

issue of a Rainbow shiner 

was actually a Rainbow 

darter.  To see a photo of 

a non-native Rainbow 

shiner visit: 

nas.er.usgs.gov/  

For information and a map of 

EAB in WV visit: 

www.emeraldashborer.info 

  

http://www.emeraldashborer.info


Members of the CWPMA steering committee welcome new member Barbara McWhorter 

of the Natural Resources Conservation Service. McWhorter, who has served as the State 

Forester for NRCS since 1996, will work together with the CWPMA to reduce the spread 

of invasive pests in the Potomac Highlands. The CWMPA is pleased to have the additional 

experience and support of the NRCS in its effort to spread awareness about invasive pests 

and educating the public about its treatment efforts.  

In the course of her work with NRCS, McWhorter has noted the increased presence of 

invasive plants on private lands. “Thirty years ago when I was out on the farm, I never saw 

stiltgrass” she says. Because of the ecological and economic damage caused by these non-

native species, she recognizes the importance of integrating NNIS education into her work 

with West Virginia landowners.  

As a CWPMA partner, she explains that she hopes to learn more about needs and re-

source concerns regarding NNIS. Hopefully, this relationship will facilitate the development 

of new improved practices and methods of support for landowners. She notes that NRCS 

programs for invasive species control exist, but that program guidelines sometimes present 

an obstacle to providing financial assistance and effective control. Sometimes infestations 

are too small to meet program guidelines. In addition, the retreatment of affected sites that 

is frequently required to success-

fully eradicate infestations is not 

supported by current program 

rules. The seeds of Japanese stilt-

grass, for example, can remain 

viable in the soil for as many as 

seven years, long after the original 

plant has been removed.  

Previous NRCS financial assistance 

programs have been focused on 

treating land infested with multi-

flora rose, autumn-olive, bush 

honeysuckle, tree of heaven and 

oriental bittersweet in woodland 

areas. Brush management in grass-

land has also been addressed. 

McWhorter states that while 

some landowners are very aware 

of NNIS, others have no 

knowledge of them. “There’s al-

ways more room for additional landowner education,” she explained, noting that NNIS also 

need to be brought to the attention of some NRCS employees. McWhorter feels that 

providing landowners with sound conservation planning assistance and support with re-

spect to invasive species is the ultimate goal.  Article provided by Caroline Dunlap, USFWS 

Field Office AmeriCorps Member.   

CWPMA Welcomes New Steering Committee Member 
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Find out how 

YOU can get 

involved with the 

Potomac High-

lands CWPMA! 

Contact Evan 

Burks at (304)

636-1800 ext 288 

Barb McWhorter brings a lot of experience in land management to the 
CWPMA Steering Committee 



With a successful year coming to an end, the Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed and Pest Management 

Area (CWPMA) looks forward to increasing its efforts to reduce the spread of invasive weeds in 2013. This 

year, the CWPMA treated 28 sites totaling over 1,400 acres of land, removing non-native invasive weeds 

such as Japanese knotweed, autumn olive, and garlic mustard.  

 

“The team was so successful this year because of our ability to work across boundaries, whether these 

weeds were found on private or public land,” explained Cynthia Sandeno, Ecologist of the Monongahela Na-

tional Forest and member of the CWPMA. In 2012, a field crew funded by the CWPMA known as “The 

Weed Eaters” spent almost 2,000 hours treating 16 different species of non-native invasive plants.  Non-

native invasive species (NNIS) are those that have been introduced to a new region and cause ecological and 

economic damage.  

 

Non-native invasive species are a significant threat to biodi-

versity and natural resource based economies in West Vir-

ginia and can reduce the value of forest products, agricul-

tural lands, and wild-life associated recreation such as hunt-

ing and fishing. With the cost of invasive species control in 

the United Stated estimated at $138 billion annually, pre-

venting the spread of invasive species in West Virginia is 

very important.  

 

In the future, the CWPMA hopes to expand the number of 

acres of land treated and to develop new partnerships with 

local agencies and private landowners. “We are looking 

forward to getting more people involved, because by pull-

ing together our resources, we can treat weeds more ef-

fectively,” noted Sandeno.  
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On January 2nd, Whitney Bailey started as the new 

Environmental Restoration Planner at West Virginia 

DNR.  Her primary task in 2013 will be to coordinate 

the development of the State Invasive Species Strategic 

Plan.  She says, "I want to build on what has already 

been done by the WV Invasive Species Working 

Group (WVISWG) and others, and look forward to 

working with everyone to bring this plan together."   

Whitney has a Master's degree in Sustainable Develop-

ment and Conservation Biology from the University of 

Maryland, and was the Director of Stewardship at the 

Northern Virginia Conservation Trust for eight years 

before coming to West Virginia.  

For more information on the State Invasive Species 

Plan contact Whitney at whitney.bailey@mail.wvu.edu      

or 304-637-0245 x2078.  

WV State Invasive Species Plan Update 

CWPMA field crew leader, Clark Owen, removing invasive 
weeds 

Whitney Bailey pulling invasive English ivy 



PO Box 250  

21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

Phone: 304-637-0160 ext. 115 

www.phcwpma.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/phcwpma 

 

Save The Date! 

Seneca Rocks Discovery Day 2013 will be on April 27th 
More information to follow 


