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State of the Potomac Highlands CWPMA: 
Thoughts on an evolving PHCWMPA from the new Partnership Coordinator  

Since the initial meetings in March of 2009 the Potomac Highlands Cooperative 

Weed and Pest Management Area has continued to evolve to combat the impacts of 

non-native invasive plants in parts of West Virginia. The recent expansion of the 

PHCWPMA outside Pendleton, Grant and Hardy counties into Randolph, Pocho-

hantas, and Tucker counties in WV and Bath, Highland, Augusta, Rockingham, Page 

and Shenandoah counties in Virginia more accurately covers the breadth and scope 

of the organization’s activities. This represents an increase from 800,000 acres to 

the nearly 1.5 million acres covered in the most recently signed MOU that states: 

The PHCWPMA works in the counties that include the Potomac High-

lands and other high priority conservation areas nearby with consen-

sus of the steering committee. The area is unique for its karst, exten-

sive forests, rivers, and rare plant communities, such as limestone bar-

ren, glade, and cliff communities. The economy of these counties relies 

heavily on forest products, agriculture, and natural resource-based 

tourism; and is well known for its natural resources, recreational re-

sources, and beauty. Non-native invasive species plants are a serious 

threat to all of these assets. While the PHCWPMA will work to control 

all invasive species, the focus remains on five high priority species, in-

cluding: tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima), garlic mustard (Alliaria 

petiolata), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Japanese stiltgrass 

(Microstegium vimineum), and Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspi-

datum).  

The Mission of the PHCWPMA is to prevent and manage non-native 

invasive species, which will be accomplished through the following 

three goals:  

1. Decrease the impacts of non-native invasive species on native plant 

and animal communities, public and private forests, agricultural 

lands, and local economies.  

2. Develop and support partnerships among a diverse group of private 

land owners, concerned citizens, agencies, non-profit organizations, 

educational facilities, and local governments.      

                    Continued on page 2 
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I personally have spent the last two decades involved with invasive weed eradication 

efforts from guiding garlic mustard pulls on seabird nesting colonies in Downeast 

Maine to invasive weed surveys in the brown bear filled Wilderness Areas of the Ton-

gass National Forest in Southeast Alaska. What is most impressive about the work of 

the collaboration that is the PHCWMPA, is how the diversity of each member organiza-

tion’s efforts is leveraged through strategic cooperation. The Partners Program of U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife works directly with NRCS to take out stands of Japanese knotweed on 

privately owned lands in conjunction with similar efforts with Trout Unlimited and The 

Nature Conservancy on the Monongahela NF. As we share the important work that is 

occurring on-the-ground, the alphabet soup that often occurs at PHCWPMA meetings 

(e.g., EQUIP, WVRV, even NNIS) can cause us to forget what’s important. Namely, why 

this work is so important and how it’s actually getting done. The language from the 

MOU does a nice job capturing the problem of non-native invasive weeds in a formal 

document. But in plain language – it’s great people working together to improve the 

places they love for themselves and future generations. Here’s to us all in the PHCWP-

MA continuing to work smarter and more efficiently in the coming years to get more 

work done, together… 

 

Article submitted by Darrin Kelly, USFS/TNC 

PHCWPMA revised geographic boundary 



 

 

Like the Potomac Highlands 

CWPMA on Facebook to stay 

up to date on all the latest 

news! 

Upcoming Events: 

 4/2—Garlic Mustard 

Pull, Blue Bend Rec 

Area—10:00-12:00. 

 4/3—Garlic Mustard 

Pull, Nelson Rocks 

Outdoor Center—

10:00-12:00. 

 4/8-9—Grassland 

Competition and 

Beef Expo, Jackson’s 

Mill—9:00. 

 4/29—WVCA Field 

Meeting, Audra 

State Park, 9:00. 

 4/30—Discover 

Nature Day, Seneca 

Rocks Discovery 

Center—10:00-4:00 

 5/7—Garlic Mustard 

Pull, Greenbrier 

State Forest—10:00-

12:00. 

 5/21—Garlic 

Mustard Pull, Ice 

Mountain Nature 

Preserve—10:00-

12:00. 

 5/28—Garlic 

Mustard Pull, 

Pocahontas 4H 

Camp, 10:00-12:00. 
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Local Artist Illustrates Threats of Invasive Species 

Art, at its best, is used to make a statement, and Emily Prentice of Elkins, West Vir-

ginia is taking a stand. Her target – invasive species.  

In serious outbreaks, gypsy moths can cause up to 

50% of oaks and other hardwood trees to die. 

Besides severely changing the composition of 

forests, they also affect acorn production, which is 

part of the food supply for many forest animals. 

Emily graduated from Davis & Elkins 

College with a degree in art this past 

fall. Her senior project was a series of 

postcards centered on environmental 

issues in West Virginia. Regarding her 

art, she said, “My artwork has always 

been largely about figuring stuff out. 

In this way, it's less emotive and more 

logistic, and it kills two birds with one 

stone: I get to practice art and 

continue learning about the world 

around me. Though I draw to process 

my own information (culled from 

hours and hours of geeky reading and 

graph-examining), my illustrations are 

also meant to teach. I try to translate 

complicated information into 

something with which people can 

easily engage. This is especially 

important to me when it comes to 

environmental issues, which many 

people either dismiss or 

misunderstand.”  

Following her initial success, Emily is currently creating a series of prints illustrating 

the threats that noxious invasive 

species present to local 

ecosystems. “As a lifelong 

resident of WV, I grew up very 

familiar with the beauty of our 

land, and also the fragility of it. 

Through my work, I hope to 

convince others to protect this 

area from destruction both 

ecological and man-made. 

Bringing light to these issues is 

my small way of contributing to 

a much larger fight: to protect 

the land around us, which is also 

our home.”  

 

Invasives often crowd out and smother native species, 

which is bad for biodiversity (and, in turn, is bad for us). 
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Contact Us! 

 

Give us a call to learn how 

to get involved with the 

Potomac Highlands CWPMA 

 

200 Sycamore St. 

Elkins, WV 26241 

304-636-1800 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.phcwpma.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Like the Potomac Highlands on 

Facebook to stay up to date on 

the latest news! 

 

www.facebook.com/

PHCWPMA 

200 Sycamore St. 

Elkins, WV 26241 

Phone: 304-636-1800 

We hope you enjoyed reading!  

To subscribe to the Weed 

Watcher, contact us at 304-636-

1800 ext. 224, or email a  

representative at  

kristinastockton@fs.fed.us. 

Emily’s hope is that her artwork will inspire awareness and eventually action. 

To view more of Emily’s art, check out her Instagram account:  

https://www.instagram.com/emilyprenticeart/ , or her Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/emily.prentice.illustration/?fref=ts . 

Japanese stiltgrass blankets the forest floor, outcompeting native species and destroying 

salamander habitat. 

Left: Exotic crayfish are often introduced by 

fishermen who use them as bait. They then 

outcompete native crayfish for resources. 

               Right: Asian longhorned beetles kill  

         many species of trees and have even  

             impacted the maple syrup industry. 

http://www.pestfreewv.org/
https://www.instagram.com/emilyprenticeart/
https://www.facebook.com/emily.prentice.illustration/?fref=ts
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THE POTOMAC HIGHLANDS COOPERATIVE 
WEED & PEST MANAGEMENT AREA 
Preventing and Managing the Spread of Invasive Species and Protecting the 

Native Ecosystems of the Potomac Highlands: 2015 Highlights 

Year-End Review 
We are pleased to share highlights of the 

Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed & Pest 

Management Area! 

The Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed and 

Pest Management Area (CWPMA) is a partnership 

between federal, state, and local agencies, 

community associations, non-profit organizations, 

and private land owners aimed at coordinating 

efforts and programs for addressing the threat of 

invasive species. CWPMA members are dedicated 

to invasive species management. 

The mission of Potomac Highlands CWPMA is the 

prevention and management of invasive species in 

the headwaters region of the South Branch of the 

Potomac River in West Virginia and Virginia. 

We are dedicated to decreasing the impacts of 

invasive species on native plant and animal communities, public and private forests, private and agricultural lands, 

and local economies through public awareness, education, professional improvement and environmental awareness. 

We Are the Potomac  

Highlands CWPMA! 

Major Highlights 

2015 proved to be another extremely productive and 

fruitful year for the PHCWPMA: 

 Over 4,314 acres treated for non-native invasive spe-

cies. 

 Over 4,400 people reached through education and out-

reach programs. 

 12,885 pounds of garlic mustard pulled and over 600 

volunteer hours logged for the 7th Annual Garlic Mus-

tard Challenge. 

 Over 900 in attendance at Discover Nature Day. 

 PHCWPMA geographic boundary expanded to include 

Grant, Pendleton, Hardy,  Randolph, Pocahontas, and 

Tucker Counties in WV and Bath, Highland, Augusta, 

Rockingham, Page, and Shenandoah Counties in VA. 

 NNIS data standardized and entered into I-Map Inva-

sives software application. 

The PHCWPMA Field Crew and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service conquer a massive 

patch of Japanese knotweed in Parsons, WV. Photo Credit: V. Woltz 
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To learn more about the PHCWPMA and view the complete 2015 annual report, visit: 

http://www.phcwpma.org/  

Weed Warriors 

The PHCWPMA and partners put a lot of work into fighting 

the spread of non-native invasive species and protecting our 

native ecosystems: 

The PHCWPMA field crew, operating out of The Nature Conservancy, 

treated non-native invasive species using mechanical and chemical 

methods on 1,575 acres this year, an increase from around 1,400 

acres last year. The total adjusted acreage was 2,183 acres! 

Natural Resources Conservation Service applied 2,070 acres of 

Brush Management on 105 farms in Grant, Hardy, Pendleton, 

Tucker, Randolph and Pocahontas counties in WV. 

The WV Division of Forestry—Kumbrabow State Forest treated 

stiltgrass along 2 miles of road. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Forest Service 

Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team released weevils as 

biocontrol against purple loosestrife and Japanese knotweed 

respectively. 

Education & Outreach 

The PHCWPMA’s education and outreach programs encourage people to 

be more responsible landowners and a new generation of citizen 

scientists. 

Discover Nature Day 2015 had 955 attendees. Volunteers pulled 3,115 lbs. of 

garlic mustard. Partner-run booths included pollinators, trout, wetlands, benthic 

macroinvertebrates, fly tying, invasive species, red spruce, and an inflatable bat cave.  

The 7th Annual Garlic Mustard Challenge  was a success. 12,885 pounds of garlic 

mustard were pulled and reported from TN, VA, PA, WI, and WV. 

 95 5th grade students from Petersburg Elementary School learned to identify and 

report invasive species through the Citizen Science Program. 

346 reached through Hiker/Camper/Angler Outreach Program. 

Landowners surveys and PHCWPMA materials sent to 3,000 landowners. 343 

surveys were returned. 

Volunteers pose proudly with a heaping bag of 

garlic mustard pulled as part of the Garlic Mus-

tard Challenge at Discover Nature Day. 

Local artist Emily Prentice created a series of prints for the 

PHCWPMA centered on the threat of invasive species. “Bringing 

light to these issues is my small way of contributing to a much 

larger fight: to protect the land around us, which is also our 

home.” 


