
twisted, papery seeds can also persist on the 

tree into the colder months. Tree-of-heaven 

does look very similar to several native plants 

including sumac. Sumacs can be differentiated 

from the tree-of-heaven by their fuzzy twigs and 

distinctive red fruit clusters. 

 

If you find tree-of-heaven in Pendleton, Hardy 

or Grant County, on public or private land, 

please notify the CWPMA or the WV Depart-

ment of Agriculture (WVDA).  The CWPMA or 

WVDA can provide information on control of 

the plant and landowner assistance programs.  If 

young seedlings are found they may be pulled 

up; but, this is only effective if the entire root 

system remains intact.  This plant reproduces 

most commonly through its roots, so simply 

cutting or chopping down the tree is extremely 

ineffective, as tree-of-heaven responds to cut-

ting by sending out root sprouts which grow 

into new trees.  Proper herbicide application is 

often necessary for successful treatment.   For 

more information, please visit the CWPMA 

website at http://phcwpma.org or contact 

CWPMA Coordinator Rosey Santerre at 304-

637-0160. Article courtesy of Devin Gill.  

The non-native invasive species 

tree-of-heaven is well estab-

lished in Pendleton County.  It is 

of concern for locals because of 

its potential impacts to the local 

environment and weed control 

workers.    When broken or 

bruised tree-of-heaven’s toxic 

sap, which smells similar to 

burned peanuts, can cause ad-

verse health effects to people.  

Tree-of-heaven also negatively affects natural ar-

eas by forming thickets of sprouts that can out-

compete native tree species for growing space.  It 

keeps native plants at bay by reproducing 

quickly—releasing as many as 350,000 seeds per 

year—and by changing the soil chemis-

try.   Known as allelopathy, tree-of-

heaven roots release a chemical that 

inhibits other species of plants from 

growing near it.  “Tree-of-heaven’s 

negative impacts on the ecology can be 

eliminated by eradicating the tree. Un-

fortunately, this tree is often not de-

tected as a threat until it has become a 

problem. The earlier tree-of-heaven is 

identified at a site, the easier (and less 

expensive) it is to remove” according to 

Rosey Santerre, the Coordinator of the 

Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed 

and Pest Management Area (CWPMA). 

 

In addition to its unique smell, tree-of-heaven can 

most easily be identified by its leaves, twigs, and 

seeds.  The leaflets of this deciduous tree have 

smooth edges, except for the one or more tooth-

like glands located near the bottom of the leaf.  

This distinguishes it from native sumacs, ash, or 

hickory trees which have leaves with toothed 

edges.  In winter, tree-of-heaven can be identified 

by its grey bark and brown twigs.  Clusters of 

Tree-of-Heaven Causes a Stink for Locals 
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Mike Weaver of Pendleton County is 

an active community member, 

farmer, landowner, and is co-founder 

and president of the Contract Poul-

try Growers Association of the Vir-

ginias.  In addition he is a partner of 

the CWPMA.  Mr. Weaver gained 

accolades from the other partners of 

the CWPMA when this summer he 

accurately identified and reported 

the first known patch of Mile-a-

Minute Weed on private land in the 

CWPMA boundaries.  

 

Weaver was able to make this identi-

fication after participating in a 

CWPMA invasive species workshop.  At the 

workshop, he received a pamphlet explaining 

how to identify invasive species of top concern.  

While out monitoring a known infestation of 

Japanese stilt grass on his property, he discov-

ered a new species of plant spreading across his 

land.   Using the pamphlet, Weaver was able to 

correctly identify the invasive species.  “I no-

ticed a new plant with triangle-shaped leaves 

that were similar to a description of an invasive 

plant in the CWPMA pamphlet.  Sure enough, it 

was Mile-a-Minute,” said Weaver. 

 

Weaver contacted John Schmidt of the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wild-

life Program in Elkins, another partner of the 

CWPMA.  Schmidt was able to put Weaver in 

contact with the CWPMA field crew, which is 

directly overseen by the West Virginia chapter of 

The Nature Conservancy.  “The crew came as 

soon as they could and treated anything they 

could find.  CWPMA did a great job,” said 

Weaver. 

 

Thanks to the efforts of Mike Weaver and the 

CWPMA, the Mile-a-Minute infestation was sup-

pressed.  The CWPMA is a success when its dif-

ferent partners, including landowners, agencies, 

and non-profits, work together.  By communicat-

ing findings of infestations and sharing resources, 

the partners of the CWPMA can help protect 

private and public lands from the further spread 

of invasives.  The efforts of concerned landown-

ers like Mike Weaver are proof that the 

CWPMA works!  Article courtesy of Devin Gill.  
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W E E D  W A T C H E R  

CWPMA Partner 

Mike Weaver, Landowner 

Find out how 

YOU can get 

involved with the 

Potomac High-

lands CWPMA! 

Contact Rosey 

Santerre at 304-

637-0160 ext 100 

Please welcome Rosey Santerre who has joined the Potomac Highlands CWPMA as its new Coordi-

nator.  Rosey comes to the position (housed at The Nature Conservancy in West Virginia’s Elkins 

Field Office) from The Mountain Institute, where she served as a residential instructor (teaching chil-

dren from both public and private schools about the environment) since April. She has a Bachelor’s 

degree in Industrial Forest Operations from Paul Smith’s College of the Adirondacks.  Andrea Bran-

don, who had been coordinating the Potomac Highlands CWPMA for the past year, is now working 

for The Nature Conservancy as the Coordinator of the Central Appalachians Program.  

A New Coordinator for the Potomac Highlands CWPMA  



occurred.  Effective treatment of invasive species can 

be a long term process that requires diligence and 

monitoring on the part of landowners. 

  

“As a landowner, I felt responsible for bringing in 

some of these invasive species…I’m near the headwa-

ters of the Potomac, and I thought that if I don’t get 

the plant here, it will continue downstream onto 

someone else’s land,” said Hickson.  If she hadn’t re-

ported her finding, the odds of yellow iris being trans-

ported downstream would certainly have increased.   

 

Invasive species impact the local biodiversity, commu-

nities, and individuals that rely on a healthy environ-

ment.  Partnerships between landowners like Hickson 

and organizations like the CWPMA are essential to 

the successful eradication of non-native invasive plant 

species from an area. The ultimate goal in removing 

invasives is to encourage the growth of native plants 

in their stead.  “I’m really looking forward to next 

spring to see the impacts of the treatments...I want to 

do what I can to help the native species that are most 

valuable to the birds, bees, and wildlife,” said Hickson.  

Already, she is imagining a pond encircled by joe-pye 

weed and elderberries.   

Article courtesy of Devin Gill.                                                                                            

With sword-shaped 

leaves and voluminous 

pale yellow flowers, the 

yellow iris appears to be 

an attractive addition to 

any landscaping project.  

Traci Hickson of Pendle-

ton County thought so 

as she planted them 

around a pond located 

on her 10 acres of land 

near the base of North 

Fork Mountain.   But as 

the yellow iris began to 

overgrow the pond, 

Hickson realized that 

this deceptively pretty flower quickly becomes a nuisance by 

outcompeting all other surrounding plant life.  In fact, the yel-

low iris is a notorious example of a non-native invasive species 

that occurs throughout West Virginia.  “I started to take meas-

ures of my own by clipping the seed heads, but it was impossi-

ble to manage,” said Hickson.  Unable to combat the invasives 

by herself, she contacted the CWPMA for support.   

 

The first treatment of Hickson’s irises was done by the field 

crew in July.  The effects have been gradual, but are visible:  

after about a week or so, a noticeable yellowing of the plants 
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Partner in Action: Traci Hickson, Landowner 

Colaw got in contact with Cindy Sandeno, an 

ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service Monon-

gahela National Forest, a partner of the 

CWPMA. Through collaborative proposal 

writing effort with Sandeno, Colaw was 

awarded one of Toyota’s $10,000 TAPESTRY 

Grants for her exciting project. Colaw is 

thrilled about receiving the award. “This grant 

will enable the 5th and 6th grade students at 

Petersburg Elementary School to learn the 

impacts of non-native invasive species.  They will learn how to 

identify garlic mustard, how to monitor the species with GPS 

units, and how to remove the species,” says Colaw. “My hope 

is that through this project my students will begin to develop a 

better love and understanding of science. Their love for science 

will help them become better stewards of the environment in 

years to come.” This pilot program will begin in the Spring of 

2012. Hopefully Colaw’s success will inspire other teachers to 

become involves with invasive species management efforts.  

Article courtesy of Rebecca Urbanczyk.  

It all began in the Spring of 2011, when Julie Co-

law, a 5th grade teacher at Petersburg Elementary 

School in Petersburg, WV, became concerned 

that her students were not excited about science 

class. Having only a textbook as her sole teaching 

resource, Colaw decided to pursue problem-

based learning opportunities within the local 

community in order to ignite science interest in 

her students. After speaking with several individu-

als and learning about the ecological threat of non

-invasive plant species in West Virginia, Colaw 

decided to use invasive species as a subject to 

better engage students in science. Particularly, 

she wanted to focus on Garlic mustard. 
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CWMPA Partners with Petersburg Elementary 

Julie Colaw 

Garlic mustard 

growing next to a 

house in Franklin, 

WV 

http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?enlarge=0000+0000+1202+1176


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A population of the invasive Chinese Mystery Snail was 

recently discovered in Rockcliff Lake, West Virginia.  This 

is the first infestation of this species discovered in the state 

of West Virginia. It is possible that this population became 

established because of the dumping of an aquarium  that 

contained several of these snails. 

    

As its name suggests, the Chinese Mystery Snail is native to 

Eastern Asia.  Once introduced to a foreign region, this 

snail can become an incredible nuisance.  They congregate 

on the screens of water-intake pipes, clogging them and 

inhibiting the flow of water.  The snails also pose a direct 

threat to human health.  They are known to transmit para-

sites and diseases, some of which humans are susceptible 

to.  The Chinese Mystery Snail threatens the local environ-

ment as it out-competes native snails for sources of food 

and habitat.   It is important to properly identify and re-

port findings of this snail in order to protect the integrity 

of local ecosystems.  

  

The Chinese Mystery Snail prefers still waters and can of-

ten be found partially buried in the mud of lakes, ponds, 

ditches, and slower sections of streams.  They grow to be 

several inches in length and are light green to dark olive in 

color.  The outer lip of the shell is black and either round 

or oval shaped.  Smooth, strong, and unbanded, its shell 

can have six to seven whorls.  This species lives for three 

to five years with the females producing more than 170 

offspring during their lifetime.   

 

If you think you have found a Chinese Mystery Snail, please 

report its location to the landowner and the CWPMA.  

Snails are best removed by hand.  Snailicides are not selec-

tive to snails and can kill other native species living in the 

area.  The best course of action is to prevent the Chinese 

Mystery Snail from moving into your area.  Be sure to 

euthanize all aquarium animals before disposing of them.  

Do not release them into the wild!  Additionally, make 

sure to clean all equipment of mud, plants, fish, or other 

small animals before leaving a body of water.   

 

If you wish to report a potential finding or seek more in-

formation, visit the CWPMA website at http://phwpma.org 

or call CWPMA Coordinator Rosey Santerre at (304)637-

0160. Article courtesy of Devin Gill.  

PO Box 250  

21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

Phone: 304-637-0160 ext. 100 

www.phcwpma.org 

First Sighting: Chinese Mystery Snail 
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