
system for the reintroduction of two separate 

butterflies, the Grizzled Skipper (Pyrgus centau-

reae wyandot) and the Olympia Marble (Euchloe 

olympia).  Through the mutual aspiration of the 

CWPMA goals, seven volunteers arrived on 

the 20th to help plant over one thousand of 

these native plant species.   

The second day was a separate type of under-

taking. On October 22nd, over 20 volunteers 

arrived to begin the removal of tartarian hon-

eysuckle and multiflora rose plants along a 

drainage ditch that ends up in the navy’s ripar-

ian buffer zone. These volunteers included 

personnel from the Navy and The Nature 

Conservancy. By the end of the morning, over 

two dump truck loads were removed from the 

site.  A lot of hard work, blood, sweat and 

tears were given up by the end of this venture. 

These are just two of the many projects that 

the CWPMA, the Navy and other allies have 

joined together in the common war against the 

aliens. 

They came from everywhere – East, West, 

North and South. They came by land, sea and 

air, some were invited, others hitchhiked.  

Given that they have no natural enemies, they 

dig in, take hold and proliferate; this ability to 

flourish so fast has earned these aliens the 

designation of invasive species. 

In the spring of 2003 the Navy Base in Sugar 

Grove began it’s war on invasive species. A 

new dynamic began in 2010 when the Navy 

joined forces with the Potomac Highlands 

Cooperative Weed Pest Management Area 

(CWPMA). Since its inception, the CWPMA 

has built a solid group of concerned individu-

als and organization in an attempt to educate 

local stakeholders. 

One example of the CWPMA outreach is 

through it’s affiliation with the Navy Base.  A 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Eagle 

Scout project conducted on the Navy 

Base with Scout Hunter Morton. It 

was decided to start at ground zero 

with invasive species removal. During 

the period of July 12-17, 2010 Hunter 

and his volunteer crew conducted 

invasive species removal along the 

Navy’s riparian buffer zone along the 

South Branch, South Fork Potomac 

River. Over 3,350 square yards were 

cleared by 12 volunteers in 138 man 

hours. 

A two day National Public Lands Day project 

was conducted on the Navy Base on October 

20th and October 22nd.  Five separate native 

plant species were determined to be the best 

mixture in the hopes of creating a new eco-

Area Navy and Allies Battle Aliens! 
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D I D  Y O U  

K N O W :  

Mile-a-

Minute has 

been known 

to grow over 

5 inches per 

day! 

Volunteers at National Public Lands Day 



There is not much better than being 

responsible for hiking around a beau-

tiful natural area and noticing differ-

ences in land use or ecology. About 

three months ago, I started serving 

as Volunteer Preserve Monitor for 

The Nature Conservancy at Pike 

Knob on North Fork Mountain, 

just outside of Franklin—Located 

within the Potomac Highlands Co-

operative Weed and Pest Manage-

ment Area (CWPMA). Part of my 

responsibilities there are to monitor 

for invasive species as it is important 

to be vigilant about what invasive spe-

cies may be competing with native plant 

communities.  

 

Serving as a volunteer, I often think of ways 

others might join in the fun I’m having. If 

you’re looking for a day of fun and service, 

I highly recommend visiting Pike Knob or 

contacting the CWPMA to learn about 

other volunteer opportunities. In addition 

to the sheer pleasure of having an excuse 

to play outside, you can help the CWPMA 

in its work to keep stiltgrass, garlic mus-

tard, Japanese knotweed, purple loose-

strife, and mile-a-minute under control. 

The folks at the Potomac Highlands 

CWPMA have lots of literature and infor-

mation to share about these invasive spe-

cies.  

Don’t waste another day off! Go volun-

teer! — Shannon Harmon, Volunteer  

one-on-one with private landowners to 

plan, implement, and monitor their pro-

jects, while allowing landowners to retain 

their land rights. These agreements con-

nect invasive species control projects 

across private and public land boundaries. 

The Partners Program increases the effec-

tiveness of CWPMA efforts to control 

invasive species and to monitor lands to 

track invasion patterns and expansions. 

The Partners Program also assists the 

CWPMA to share information about inva-

sive species with the public. 

The relationship between FWS and the 

CWPMA is not just one-sided.  The FWS 

Partners Program has a goal of widespread 

invasive species control, but is only 

equipped to work with private landowners.  

Thus, through partnerships such as the one 

with the CWPMA, the Partners Program is 

able to work on a landscape scale and ex-

pand its efforts outside of private land 

boundaries, connecting those projects with 

broader control and monitoring efforts on 

public lands.  This partnership expands the 

abilities and successes of each member, 

with each reaping the benefits of improving 

and conserving native ecosystems. 

For more information contact John 

Schmidt, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 694 

Beverly Pike, Elkins, WV 26241, p: 304-636

-6586, email: John_Schmidt@fws.gov 

Managing invasive species is one 

part in a large movement to con-

serve native ecosystems.  In an 

effort to expand the ability of any 

one organization or person to 

manage invasive species in the 

Potomac watershed, the Potomac 

Highlands CWPMA has helped 

establish a network of diverse 

partners that offer insight into a 

number of environmental factors 

for the management and control 

of invasive species.   

One such partner is the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) Part-

ners for Fish and Wildlife Pro-

gram, managed by John Schmidt. 

In West Virginia, the Partners 

Program provides technical and financial 

support to private landowners to assist 

with projects that benefit fish and wildlife 

through conservation or restoration of 

native vegetation, soil quality and stream-

flow associated with imperiled ecosystems 

such as marshes, rivers and streams, and 

sensitive upland habitats.   

The Partners Program offers the CWPMA 

a way to expand invasive plant management 

outside of its public land boundaries 

through Partners landowner agreements.  

Locally-based FWS field biologists work 

Volunteering for the CWPMA! 
P A G E  2  

W E E D  W A T C H E R  

For volunteering 

opportunities, 

such as our “2011 

Garlic Mustard 

Challenge” please 

contact   Andrea 

Brandon, 

CWPMA Coordi-

nator at (304) 637

-0160 ext.100 

Why is U.S. Fish and Wildlife a Partner of the CWPMA? 

John Schmidt, Manager of 

Partners for Fish and Wild-

life Program, with Chica.  

mailto:John_Schmidt@fws.gov


vice in 1996. A small 

weevil, Rhinoncomi-

mus latipes has been 

found to effectively 

control against it. 

Releases of this 

weevil have been 

made at infested 

sites in Hampshire, 

Mineral, Wood and 

Hardy Counties. 

 There are plans for 

additional releases 

in Pendleton County. All release 

sites will be monitored to deter-

mine the efficacy of the weevil re-

leases. 

Mile-a-Minute weed, Persicaria perfoliata, is an 

herbaceous, thorny, annual, trailing vine. The 

plant was introduced into the United States in 

the 1930’s from Japan at a plant nursery in York 

County, Pennsylvania and Prince Georges 

County, Maryland. Mile-a-minute weed is cur-

rently found in 11 counties in West Virginia. 

Mile-a-minute weed grows rapidly, out-competing 

native species by blocking available light. It gener-

ally colonizes open and disturbed areas, right-of-

ways, along edges of woods, wetlands, stream 

banks, roadsides, and open fields. Large infesta-

tions of this weed eventually reduce native plant 

species in natural areas, are a threat to forest 

regeneration and infest recreational and residen-

tial areas. 

A biological control program targeting mile-a-

minute weed was initiated by the US Forest Ser-
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Fear No Weevil! 

flowers will appear, making Virginia Creeper a 

gorgeous native plant to adorn your arbors or 

fences.  Virginia creeper is valuable to many wild-

life species and 

over thirty species 

of birds partake of 

its tasty berries.  In 

addition, it also 

provides a place for 

sphinx moths to lay 

their eggs. The 

leaves of this native 

plant will host the 

sphinx moth eggs 

during the spring 

and provide food 

a n d  s h e l t e r 

throughout the 

summer and fall. 

Virginia Creeper 

will certainly brighten 

up your yard and encourage bees, birds, and 

beautiful butterflies to fill your yard, so be wild, 

and go native with Virginia Creeper. 

The infamous mile-a-minute weed is able to ex-

tend up to 20 feet, covering and suffocating many 

native plants, shrubs, and trees.  In several loca-

tions throughout 

West Virginia this 

invasive plant has 

threatened Christ-

mas tree farms and 

taken over many 

backyards. A good 

native alternative 

to mile-a-minute is 

Virginia Creeper 

(Parthenocisus quin-

quefolia). This beau-

tiful plant has dark-

green, palmate 

shaped leaves 

(shaped similar to a 

hand with the fin-

gers extended), which 

turn to a vibrant red in late summer.  As the 

summer progresses, the leaves will slowly turn to 

light pink.  By the beginning of July small, delicate 

Be Wild, Go Native with Virginia Creeper 

Virginia Creeper in early fall 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

Weevils released on Mile-a-

Minute by WV Department 

of Agriculture  

The berries of 

Virginia Creeper 

provide an im-

portant winter 

food source for 

birds. 



 

Grant, Hardy, Pendleton county, along with Highland county in Vir-

ginia are within the Potomac Highlands CWPMA. This area is unique 

in West Virginia for its limestone glades and barrens, cedar wood-

lands, rocky summits, cliffs and balds, and subalpine coniferous forests. 

It is known for its rich natural resources, recreational opportunity, 

aesthetic beauty, and bountiful wildlife. Invasive plants are a serious 

threat to all of these.  Please join in our efforts to manage invasive 

species. 

 

For More Information Contact: 

Andrea Brandon, CWPMA Coordinator 

PO Box 250 21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

(304)637-0160 ext. 100 

abrandon@tnc.org 

 

Potomac Highlands CWPMA 

PO Box 250  

21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

Phone: 304-637-0160 ext. 100 

Where the CWPMA is Located 

Be on the look out for our new website!!!  www.phcwpma.org 

Find out in our next newsletter what you 

can do to help prevent Purple Loosestrife 

from entering the Potomac Highlands! 


