
Want to do something to celebrate “Invasive Species Awareness Day?”  Consider volunteering for 

the 2012 Garlic Mustard Challenge!  The goals of this exciting event are to provide quality time out-

doors that everyone can enjoy, offer the opportunity to learn about invasive species, and to remove 

a staggering amount of garlic mustard - at least 35,000 pounds from our forests.   

 

Garlic mustard is a particularly nasty, non-native invasive species.  It rapidly spreads, often using wa-

terways, into disturbed wooded habitats, and is making its way throughout the beautiful and diverse  

ecosystems of West Virginia. Garlic mustard can quickly take over an area pushing out our native 

plants.  Many wildlife species that depend on spring native plants for their pollen, nectar, fruits, seeds, 

and roots are deprived of these important food sources when garlic mustard becomes established.   

 

Please join us for the 2012 Garlic Mustard Challenge and together we can work to slow the spread 

of one of the most invasive species found in our state.  The dates and locations are: 

 

Seneca Rocks Discovery Center- April 14th 

Sugar Grove Naval Base – April 20th 

Greenbrier State Forest- April 21st 

Cascades Day Use Area, Pembroke, VA – April 28th 

Big Bend Campground- May 5-6th 

Blue Bend Campground- May 12st- 13nd 

Pocahontas 4-H Camp- May 19th 

 

All pulls begin at 10:00 a.m. except at Seneca Rocks Discovery Center 

which begins at 9:00 a.m.  Please check our website at: http://

www.phcwpma.org/GarlicMustard.cfm to learn the latest information 

about the pulls and to report your bags.  Each of these events is    

designed to be an enjoyable and memorable experience for all who 

participate, and we will have lots of great prizes thanks to our       

generous partners and sponsors: Appalachian Forest Heritage Area, 

Applebee’s, All Creatures Great and Small, American Mountain      

Theater, Brewstel: Microbrewery and Hostel, Good Energy Foods, Kroger’s, Mainline Books, 

MeeMee’z Café and Cakes, Monongahela National Forest, Peebles, Seneca Caverns, Tractor Supply 

Company, and the Elkins YMCA. 

 

Take matters into your own hands and join us for this important event! 

 

How to Help! 

There are many ways that you can become involved in the battle against invasive species including: 

 Become active in the Potomac Highlands CWPMA. 

 Spread the word about the threats of invasive plants in West Virginia. 

 Volunteer for invasive species pulls like the “2012 Garlic Mustard Challenge!” 

 Never plant invasive species on your property.  Be Wild and Go Native!  

 Encourage nurseries to avoid non-native invasive plants and to stock alternative native or non-  

        invasive plant species. 

 Remove dirt and seeds from your equipment and shoes when moving between different areas    

        to avoid introducing new invasive species. 

Article provided by Cynthia Sandeno, Ecologist, Monongahela National Forest.    

Join the 2012 Garlic Mustard Challenge! 
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When it comes to land conservation in Pend-

leton County, local landowner Viola Riggleman’s 

roots run deep.  Riggleman, known to many as 

Jeanie, is a Pendleton County native who was 

born and raised on her family’s farm in the small 

community of Cave, located south of Franklin.  

After attending business college and earning a 

secretarial degree, she returned to the farm to 

work.  She and her husband, Glenn Riggleman, 

built a home there in 1978, where they still live 

today.  Along with Glenn and her brother, Bill 

Mullenax, Riggleman continues to farm her fami-

ly’s land. She is also an active member of the 

Chestnut Woods Association, committed to 

conserving and preserving the land that her fam-

ily has owned since the early 1900s. 

Jeanie Riggleman’s war against invasive species 

has been ongoing.  “I have been fighting 

‘invasives’ as long as I can remember,” Riggle-

man says.  She recalled an early incident involv-

ing invasive species, a time in grade school when 

her class was given autumn olive seedlings to 

take home:  “I’m not sure if I knew the name of 

them at that time, and even if I did, I didn’t 

know they were ‘bad.’  As soon as I got home 

from school that afternoon, I took them to an 

area of our pasture and planted them.  But 

when my dad got home from work that evening 

and found out he was about to have autumn 

olive bushes growing and spreading everywhere 

on his farm, I was sent back out the next after-

noon to un-plant them.”  Riggleman noted that, 

today, there are only a few autumn olive 

and multiflora rose bushes on her property.  

She attributes this to the constant vigilance 

and efforts of her family over the years.      

“My knowledge of invasive species has defi-

nitely grown over the years,” says Riggle-

man.  This comes as the result of her own 

research as well as her interaction with The 

Nature Conservancy and CWPMA.  In her 

youth, she says that ‘invasive species’ 

“meant thistles, mulleins, and docks.”  Lat-

er, she says, “when the word ‘invasives’ was 

mentioned, I thought of the few noxious 

weeds that were familiar to me.”  Today, howev-

er, Riggleman explains, “my eye is better trained 

to detect an invasive species in an early stage of 

growth.” She stays on the lookout for any new 

weed or pest that may try to invade her proper-

ty. Hemlock woolly adelgid is an invasive pest 

that Riggleman has seen do some damage, 

“nearly all of the hemlocks die, especially along 

mountain streams” as the result of the pest. She 

remembers “hearing [her] granddad talk about 

how devastating it was to see hundreds of native 

American chestnut trees die in the area in which 

he lived, the area historically known as Chestnut 

Woods.”   

However, Riggleman does not believe that this 

kind of devastation needs to remain the status 

quo.  Invasive species education, like that offered 

by the CWPMA, is the key to change.  She holds 

that “through educating ourselves and others to 

have a trained eye for invasive species, whether a 

‘weed’ or ‘pest’…each one of us does our part 

to help control and even avoid disasters in the 

future similar to the hemlock and chestnut trees.  

Early detection is of utmost importance.”  And 

Riggleman believes the CWPMA is doing its part 

in the process.  Riggleman says, “they [the CWP-

MA] are doing a wonderful job in the area of 

education in helping others better understand 

the work being done,” as well as in teaching peo-

ple “to recognize the different invasives, both 

plant and insect.” Article provided by Ryleigh 

Nucilli, AmeriCorp member, US Forest Service. 

Partners Spotlight: Jeanie Riggleman, Landowner 
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plish hue by which it can be identified. Stiltgrass can grow up 

to 5 feet in height but usually ranges between 1 to 3 feet. 

 

White-tailed deer inadvertently assist in the spread of Japa-

nese stiltgrass by avoiding it and eating only native grasses.   

Japanese stiltgrass provides a thick mat of grass for bedding, 

allowing its seeds to become trapped in fur and carried to 

new locations.  A single plant can produce 100-1,000 seeds.  

These seeds can remain dormant in the soil for at least three 

years before germinating in response to a soil disturbance.  

The longevity and abundance of these seeds make eradica-

tion of the grass difficult.  But if proper management steps 

are taken, the grass can be controlled.    

 

Once Japanese stiltgrass infests an area there are several 

options for control.  The roots are shallow enough that 

small patches of stiltgrass may be pulled up by hand.  For 

extensive infestations herbicides are more practical and ef-

fective.  To avoid new germination, treatment should be 

done in the late summer as the stiltgrass is flowering.  At 

this time, the grass may be cut back using a mower or weed 

whip to prevent seed production.  For more tips on identifi-

cation and management, please visit the CWPMA website at 

http://phcwpma.org or contact CWPMA Coordinator at 304

-637-0160 x 115. Article provided by Devin Gill, AmeriCorp 

member, US Fish and Wildlife Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A green, leafy scourge threatens forest understories in eve-

ry county in the state of West Virginia.   This plant infests 

forest edges, fields, ditches, trails and just about every envi-

ronment to which it is introduced.  It manages to grow in 

conditions ranging from moist to dry or shaded to sunlit.  

What is this terrible invader?  Japanese stiltgrass.  Japanese 

stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) is thought to have been 

first introduced to the United States in shipping crates sent 

from Asia where it was used as packing material for porce-

lain.  The grass resembles a small, delicate bamboo.  It has 

pale green, lance-shaped leaves that are asymmetrical and 

may be distinguished from other native grasses by its shiny, 

silver central vein or midrib.  In the fall, it takes on a pur-
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Weed Spotlight:  Japanese Stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) 

plant in a home garden.  Plants that are grown from seed 

or cuttings by nurseries are heartier.  Removing wild plants 

may also be damaging to wildlife habitats.  A healthy eco-

system is one in which natural integrity is preserved.   

 

The WVNPS would like to encourage current growers of 

natives to share their plants with other gardeners.  “Come 

view my flowers,” said Gibbins, “Native plants can be more 

expensive, but perhaps gardeners can find a friend who will 

share plants.”  For some gardeners, planting natives pro-

vides a new gardening experience full of an entirely new 

set of challenges and rewards.  Article provided by Devin 

Gill, AmeriCorp member,US Fish and Wildlife Service.  

When asked what her favorite native species to plant is, 

Helen Gibbins of the West Virginia Native Plant Society 

(WVNPS) is stumped.  “There are so many wonderful 

native flowers!  One of the most dramatic is Turk’s-cap 

lily (Lillium superbum).  Jack-in-the-Pulpit (Arisaema) is 

fun.  Wild ginger (Asarum canadense) makes good sum-

mer groundcover…Bee balm is colorful and good at at-

tracting pollinators like butterflies…” said Gibbins.  The 

list goes on.   

 

Have you thought about planting native species in your 

garden this year?  Helen Gibbins and the WVNPS suggest 

you try it.  “They need less attention than cultivated 

plants. They use less water. They connect you to the natu-

ral history of the area. They are part of the web of life so 

they attract pollinators and birds,” said Gibbins.  Native 

plants evolved with the region in which we live.  They are 

uniquely accustomed to soil, water, light, and other cli-

mate conditions; and thus require less watering and ferti-

lizing than non-natives.  They are also more resistant to 

native insects and diseases.   

 

Native plants should be bought from a local nursery 

where they are grown from seed, not dug up from the 

woods. “I've made the mistake of planting wildflowers 

from other areas. They can be invasive, or will not grow at 

all,” said Gibbins.  It is extremely difficult to try to dupli-

cate the soil and growth requirements of an established 
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Gardeners Go Native 

Turk’s cap lily 

Photo Courtesy of  the University of Georgia 

Japanese stiltgrass 

Photo Courtesy of  the University of Georgia 



Are you looking for an opportunity to get the family out-

side for a day of fun?  Or are you a landowner looking for 

advice on how to address your nonnative invasive weed 

problem?  Then look no further than the “Discover Inva-

sive Species Day” at the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center!   

“Discover Invasive Species Day” will be held Saturday, 

April 14th at the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center and 

promises a full day of hands-on educational activities for 

kids and adults.  This day of fun, food, and invasive species 

eradication is brought to you by the Monongahela National 

Forest, Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed and Pest 

Management Area, West Virginia Department of Agricul-

ture, West Virginia Division of Forestry, and the USDA 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.  

The event will kick off with a garlic mustard pull outside 

the Discovery Center beginning at 9:00 a.m.  The rest of 

the day will be filled with the following events: a ribbon 

cutting ceremony and unveiling of new interpretative dis-

plays about invasive pests, working lunch with a presenta-

tion on why you should care about nonnative invasive spe-

cies (filled with special culinary treats made from garlic 

mustard), and an afternoon of educational activities for 

both kids and adults. 

Adults will have the opportunity to participate in “How 

To” demonstrations on invasive species management in-

cluding: how to calibrate a backpack sprayer, mix herbi-

cides properly, and how to treat tree of heaven and Japa-

nese knotweed.  These small group sessions will be led by 

certified pest applicators.  During this same time, children 

will have the opportunity to visit seven activity booths 

which will explore the wide world of non-native invasive 

plants, pests, and insects.     

Please come on out and join us for all or part of the day.  

Together we can keep our favorite places wild!  

For more information please contact the PHCWPMA Co-

ordinator Rosey Santerre at (304) 637-0160 x115 or  

Rosalie.santerre@tnc.org. 

Article provided by Cynthia Sandeno, Ecologist, Mononga-

hela National Forest.  

PO Box 250  

21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

Phone: 304-637-0160 ext. 115 

www.phcwpma.org 

Discover Invasive Species Day at the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center 

Discover Day Event Schedule: 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Garlic Mustard Pull 

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Working Lunch -Why You Should Care About Invasive Species 

                                                   

     1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

“How To” Activities for Adults:   Activity Booths for Children: 
● Calibrate a Backpack Sprayer    ● Create Your Own Invasive Costumes 

● Mixing Herbicides Correctly    ● Learn to Identify Invasive Bugs and Plants 

● Demonstration of  Treatment of    ● Try to Survive in a World of Invasive  

   Tree of Heaven & Japanese Knotweed       Species & Much More! 


