
Aquatic invaders are causing a 

disturbance in the waterways of 

West Virginia. They pose an 

enormous threat to native spe-

cies when they make themselves 

at home in the rivers and 

streams of the Potomac High-

lands. Though they may seem 

harmless, invasive non-native 

baitfish have the potential to 

seriously impact the ecological 

health of the aquatic community 

members and freshwater habitat. 

Exotic, or non-native, invasive 

species of small fish are sold all 

across the country as bait for 

anglers or as pets for home 

aquariums.  Nearly 20 non-native fish species can be found in West Virginia, including the ale-

wife (Alosa pseudoharengus), fathead minnow (Pimephales promelas), the rainbow shiner 

(Notropis chrosomus)  and the crescent shiner (Luxilus cerasinus). These fish become a threat to 

local ecosystems when they are introduced, intentionally or not, to the wild and outcompete 

native species for limited resources.   

Non-native fish most commonly enter new systems when they are released by owners who 

can no longer care for them, or when anglers are finished with using them for bait.  Releasing 

fish into the wild creates a plethora of problems as the invasive fish outcompete and prey upon 

native species. When fish are introduced to new environ-

ments they alter the integrity of their new habitat. Because 

non-native baitfish become nearly impossible to remove once 

they have become established, the most important tool for 

managing them is preventing introductions.  

Home aquarium owners with pet fish should contact a pet 

store to dispose of them instead of dumping unwanted pet 

fish into wild waterways.  In addition, anglers should dump 

unused bait on the ground or take it home to the compost 

pile.  Be aware that it is illegal to release aquatic organisms 

into public waters without a permit.   

For more information about invasive fish in West Virginia, 

please visit the CWPMA website at http://phcwmpa.org or 

the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources site at 

wvdnr.gov.   Article provided by Caroline Dunlap, Ameri-

Corps member with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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On July 16th, the McDonald’s restaurant of Elkins partnered with the Potomac Highlands 

CWPMA for an afternoon of public education and Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspida-

tum) treatment.   

For a few seasons, Potomac Highlands CWPMA members had been noticing a small inva-

sion of Japanese knotweed growing on the McDonalds property. John Schmidt, with the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife program, worked with Jim Ebert, 

the owner of the Elkin’s McDonalds, to attain permission for treatment.  Ebert not only 

granted the CWPMA permission to treat the patch, but agreed to provide space for an 

educational event and donate a portion of the day’s sales of McNuggets to the CWPMA. 

The McDonalds staff passed out CWPMA fliers in to-go bags and on food trays while our 

new CWPMA videos played continuously in the lobby.  CWPMA volunteers were also on 

site answering the questions of restaurant patrons and providing them with information 

regarding invasive species and management options.  It is certain that a person did not stop 

by the McDonalds during the time of the event without being educated about invasive plant 

species!   

“We got the message out to a lot of folks, both young and old,” said Schmidt.  “We talked 

one on one with over 50 people that day about treatment for invasive plants on their prop-

erties.”   

Puddles, the blue goose (the mascot 

for the USFWS Wildlife Refuge Sys-

tem) stopped by to show his support 

for the CWPMA.  He was a big hit 

with kids of all ages and posed for 

more than one photo.  He even in-

sisted on cutting down the first patch 

of Japanese knotweed himself!  The 

CWPMA will be returning to the site 

in late August to spray the infestation.   

Community support and involvement 

is essential for the successful control 

of invasive species within Elkins.  A 

big thank you to the Elkins McDon-

alds for their enthusiastic support of 

the mission of the PHCWPMA and 

the conservation of our native plant 

species! 

Article provided by Devin Gill, Amer-

iCorps member with the Fish and 

Wildlife Service Field Office.  
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Find out how 

YOU can get 

involved with the 

Potomac High-

lands CWPMA! 

Contact Evan 

Burks at (304)

636-1800 ext 288 



      Brittany Callaham is not afraid to get her hands dirty. With her team of Brush Busters, she battles inva-

sive plants that are choking out native species on the Sugar Grove Naval Base, where she resides with her 

husband. 

     After participating in last year’s National Public Lands Day event on base, she was inspired to combat the 

non-native invasive species surrounding her home.  Callaham noticed the prevalence of invasive plants, like 

bush honeysuckle and Japanese stiltgrass, on the base and knew the harm they caused to the local habitat.  

A skilled entomologist with a passion for fighting weeds, the California native formed a group of hands-on 

weed warriors.  With the help of Navy volunteers and the guidance of Environmental and Natural Re-

sources Programs Director, Steven Niethamer, Brittany’s Brush Busters were born.   

 

    Callaham’s first offensive against the invasive plants took place on the most overgrown location on base. 

She recruited volunteers at orientation and through the 

base’s POW, or Plan of the Week, which is read by all sta-

tioned Navy personnel. Brittany’s Brush Busters have re-

ceived a small, yet dedicated, turnout to her weekly event.  

She hopes that more people will join her to fight against 

non-native species, as they come to understand that inva-

sive plants have serious impact on local flora and fauna di-

versity.  

 

    With weed warriors like Brittany Callaham scouting for 

new recruits in the fight against invasive species, the seeds 

of new partnerships are sown.  Though it may take time 

for some people to join the fight, “you never know when 

one thing might make a difference.”  Article provided by 

Caroline Dunlap, USFWS AmeriCorps member.  
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 Recently, local videographer, Joel Wolpert 

completed a series of short videos for the Potomac 

Highlands CWPMA which will serve as public outreach 

tools.  These films were funded  by a Northeastern 

Integrated Pest Management Center’s Partnership 

Grant. The films complimented the goal of this grant 

which were to expand available outreach materials for 

increasing invasive species awareness in the Potomac 

Highlands and beyond. 

 

 Five short films were created.  There are three 

invasive species features, one each on garlic mustard, 

tree-of-heaven, and Japanese knotweed.  Another film 

focuses on “Why You Should Care About Invasive 

Species”.  In addition, a 30-second public service an-

nouncement (PSA) was created.  The PSA will be 

broadcast throughout the Potomac Highlands area on 

local cable networks and on other channels as funding 

allows.   

 

 All films are available for our partners to use 

during meetings, presentations, or other public educa-

tion events. To view our films visit our website 

(phcwpma.org) and click on the educational resources 

tab.   

 

 A special thanks to Joel Wolpert for his hard  

work and creativity, and to our partners who were 

willing to be our ‘actors’ in front of the camera.  Arti-

cle provided by Devin Gill, USFWS Field Office Ameri-

Corps member.  

 

The CWPMA’s New Invasive Species Short Films! 

Brush busters Chris Martin, Brittany Callaham, Steven 

Niethamer & Jack Markham 



 

PO Box 250  
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Phone: 304-637-0160 ext. 115 

www.phcwpma.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/phcwpma 

Our 2012 field season has finally come to a close! Funding allowed us to have another long field season— 

almost six months.  Our crew, led by Clark Owen and staffed by CCC members, implemented integrated 

pest management on approximately 1,400 public and private acres within the Potomac Highlands CWPMA.  


