
 

The Potomac Highlands CWPMA is a partnership of 

people, agencies, and organizations who have come 

together to combat invasive species. 
 

Our “Mission” is the prevention and management of 

invasive species in the headwaters region of the South 

Branch of the Potomac. 
 

The CWPMA serves Grant, Hardy, and Pendleton 

Counties in West Virginia and portions of Highland 

County, Virginia.  This area is unique because of its 

caves and karst, extensive forests, rivers, and rare 

species and habitats such as Smoke Hole bergamot, 

Kate’s mountain clover, Virginia big-eared bats, and 

limestone prairies and glades.   

 

Grant County 

elementary school 

students removed over 

13,000 pounds of 

garlic mustard during 

the month of April!  

Our CWPMA Field 

Crew removed 

invasive species from 

important sites such 

as  Heavener 

Mountain Shale 

Barren. 

Linda Carnell, WV 

Division of Forestry 

teaches students how to 

use a GPS as part of the 

“Certified Weed Warrior 

Program” (above).  

 

Student dresses as 

hemlock wooly adelgid to 

help explain the threats 

caused by this invasive 

species (right). 

A FEW ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

• Over $250,000 for on-the-ground invasive 

species treatments and educational programs 

in 2013, totaling $700,000 raised to date. 
 

• The CWPMA Ecosystem Restoration Crew 

treated 17 non-native invasive species on 

2,367 acres of high priority lands bringing 

our treatment total to over 4,800 acres. 
 

• We protected many rare plants such as the 

federally endangered running buffalo clover, 

shale barren rockcress, and others. 
 

• Volunteers dedicated 2,571 hours of their 

time to remove 38,000 pounds of garlic 

mustard from lands across the CWPMA. 
 

• We installed twelve billboards and nine 

educational displays across the state to 

increase the awareness of citizens and 

travelers about invasive species.  
 

• Implemented a citizen scientist program that 

graduated 285 “Certified Weed Warriors.”  

 

THE POTOMAC HIGHLANDS COOPERATIVE 

WEED AND PEST MANAGEMENT AREA 

WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE WEST VIRGINIA AND 

VIRGINIA “WILD AND WEED-FREE” 

2013 HIGHLIGHTS 

A YEAR IN REVIEW  
WE ARE PLEASED TO SHARE OUR SUCCESSES 

 



OUR CWPMA PARTNERS 
FROM FORESTS TO FARMS  - WE 

ARE FOCUSED ON PROTECTING 

OUR IMPORTANT PLACES! 
 The Potomac Highlands CWPMA put forth 

tremendous effort to make 2013 a highly successful 

year.  We fought invasive species through on-the-

ground treatment, workshops, in-class training, 

billboards along high traffic corridors, special events, 

and even a new children’s book. 
 

The CWPMA field crew, managed by The Nature 

Conservancy, conducted work on private and public 

lands including: 

• 940 acres on the Monongahela National Forest. 

• 797 acres on the George Washington & Jefferson 

National Forests. 

• 630 acres of private land including Nelson Rocks 

Outdoor Center, Chestnut Woods Association, 

Panther Knob Nature Preserve, Pike Knob Nature 

Preserve, Davis & Elkins College, stream banks 

along Brushy Run and Seneca Creek, and more! 

Species Number  

of sites 

Percentage  

of sites 

Tree-of-heaven  13 39% 

Viper’s bugloss  7 21% 

Autumn olive  5 15% 

Spotted knapweed 5 15% 

Thistle  5 15% 

INVASIVE SPECIES MOST OFTEN TREATED BY 

THE 2013 CWPMA FIELD CREW: 

View of the South Branch of the Potomac River 

running through Smoke Hole Canyon in the heart of 

the CWPMA.  

NEW PARTNERSHIPS - THE POWER 

OF WORKING TOGETHER 
 

During 2013, the CWPMA developed six new 

partnerships that helped us increase our capacity to 

manage invasive species.  With each new partnership, 

the CWPMA is one step closer to controlling these 

species on a landscape scale.  Thanks to these new and 

very important partners: 

• West Virginia Division of Highways 

• Davis & Elkins College 

• West Virginia Department of Agriculture Field Crews 

• Mountain Springs Farm and Heritage Center 

• James Judy 

• Hank Kopple 

 

The CWPMA crew worked to remove Japanese 

knotweed along Kimsey Run as part of a new 

partnership with the WV Division of Highways – 

Hardy County.  


