
Welcome and thank you for visiting the River to River CWMA’s 2016 WPF workshop 
presentations. This is one in a series of five presentations that were presented in 
different locations across the River to River region in the spring of 2016. This 
presentation on Invasive Plant Regulation was created and presented by Chris Evans, 
Resource Forester with the University of Illinois NRES.  
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Basically, regulations are in place to get people to do the right thing as it is related to 
weed control and invasive species management. Regulations are typically in place so 
that the actions of individuals and entities do not harm the environment or human 
health.  
 
One way to regulate invasive species are through regulatory lists. These lists are in 
place to limit the spread of known invasive species. 
 
Herbicide regulations are in place so they are not misused, or so they are used 
appropriately and safely.  
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There are typically some sort of penalties associated with violations to invasive 
species regulations in order to get people to follow the regulations. However, in most 
cases, these penalties are typically not enforced right away and a violation is usually 
met with a warning to comply or face the penalties if they do not comply.  
 
In addition to regulations, there are also a number of guidelines and best 
management practices (BMPs) that can be applied to invasive species control and 
herbicide use.  
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Many other efforts are aimed at reducing the impact of invasive species. 
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Here are a few of the programs aimed at reducing the impact of invasive species in 
Illinois. 
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‘Weed Lists’ are a common way to regulate invasive species and they are aimed at 
reducing the spread and introduction of invasive species.  
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The Illinois Exotic Weed Act is perhaps the list most relevant to natural areas 
managers and homeowners alike. It has changed much since its inception. Over the 
years, new additons have lead to 26 species being regulated under this act. The most 
recent revision was the most significant, adding many of the invaders we find to be 
the most troublesome. The text of the act can be found online here:  
 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1735 
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While it has not yet occurred, there is a possibility of listed plants under this act be 
excluded if it can be shown that a cultivar does not exhibit the characteristics of the 
invasive plant.  
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An example of a cultivar that has been petitioned to be exempted to the Act.  
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The IDNR administers the act and has the authority to write citations, levy fines, and 
confiscate plant material. It is considered a Class B misdemeanor and each day a 
violator continues to break the law is considered a separate violation. 
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The seven species added to the law in 2003, including three species of buckthorn. 
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Clockwise from top left: Giant hogweed, Oriental bittersweet, multiflora 
rose/Japanese honeysuckle, Autumn olive, purple loosestrife, teasel, bush 
honeysuckle, salt cedar. 
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An amendment was created for the use of autumn olive in making jam and fruit 
leathers. It allows for the collection of fruits from existing or naturally occurring 
plants (you still are not permitted to plant them purposefully, even with a permit to 
harvest and create foods) More details on the next slide. 
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Another list relevant to the management of natural areas is the Illinois Injurious 
Species Rule. It is mostly targeted at aquatic invasive species. 
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Curly-leaved pondweed and Eurasian watermilfoil are known from several sites in 
southern Illinois.  
 
Brazilian elodea, formerly known from Devil’s Kitchen Lake but believed to be 
eradicated. 
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Of major concern, and in adjacent states but not yet known from Illinois, is hydrilla.  
Several campaigns are targeted at keeping this destructive aquatic invasive from 
infesting sites in Illinois.  
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This law is a bit outdated in that many of the species on this list are now fairly easily 
controlled with the advent of “Round-up Read” corn and soybeans.  
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Most counties do not have weed control superintendents.  
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Giant ragweed 
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More teeth than other weed list laws, but not really enforced.  
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Kudzu, Canada thistle, Johnson grass, and musk thistle 
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Herbicide regulations are meant for protecting human health and the environment 
from harm.  
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The use description is one of the first things mentioned on an herbicide label. 
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The PPE is a legal requirement as part of the herbicide label instructions. Notice this 
herbicide has a required minimum thickness for the chemical resistant gloves, 14 mils 
or greater. 
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Several notations on where you can and cannot use this herbicide.  
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Every herbicide comes with a label attached to the product. Alternatively, you can 
find herbicide labels online at CDMS.net 
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In addition to the General Standards test, Applicators must also pass at least one of 
the category exams. Most natural areas employees and volunteers get certified in 
Rights-of-Way and sometimes Forestry and Aquatics.  
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These licenses allow volunteers to apply herbicides at specific sites and with specific 
herbicides under the supervision of an agency and individual who has an Applicator’s 
license.  
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Needed when applying pesticides when on, over, or near water.  
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Thanks for checking out this presentation of the River to River Cooperative Weed 
Management Area!  Be sure to check out the other four presentations in this series 
and see our website at www.rtrcwma.org for more resources and information such as 
these guides to the identification and management of invasive plants in Southern 
Illinois.  
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