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Green nts  Few native plants see the light of day beneath dense, leggy stands of garlic 
mustard. Lucky for them, we’re a bit 
taller. 
 
When volunteering with organizations 
like Friends of Giant City—committed 
to preserving Giant City State Park in 
Southern Illinois—we can often tower 
over problem areas, even in mature 
forests. Which makes identifying 
invasive plants easy.   
 
The hard part is weeding them out. 
Though, when joined by a group of 

friendly volunteers, the experience feels 
more recreational than anything. 
 
But the really big payback is that we 
give native species a chance to survive. 
Which means less soil erosion, 
increased biodiversity, and a whole lot 
of other benefits that add up to keeping 
natural spaces, well, naturally healthy. 
 
Giant City, for example, is home to 75- 
plus tree species and is cloaked in moss, 
lichens, flowering shrubs, vines, herbs, 
and ferns.  

Continued… 

Garlic Mustard 
Illustration by  
Anne Hunter 

Field Note from Chris 

 Welcome to the first issue of The Weed Eater, a newsletter of the River to River Cooperative Weed 

Management Area (CWMA).  For those of you that are unfamiliar with us, the CWMA is a partnership 

of state and federal agencies, organizations, and universities that address the threat of invasive plants in 

Southern Illinois. This collaboration allows us to communicate, share resources, and hopefully better 

manage invasives by reducing their impact on our parks and forests. Hope you can join us in this effort! 

Photo by: Joe McFarland/Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
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other shrubs such as privet, 
buckthorn, and autumn 
olive. In fact, a newly 

formed restoration group    
at Southern Illinois 

University (SIU) recently 
used the tool to clear  

thickets of honeysuckle at 
Campus Woods.  

 
"During our workday we had 

two teams using the 
Popper,” says Ben Wodika 

of the SIU Restoration Club. 
“They both enjoyed the tool 

and our progress!" 
 

The CWMA was awarded 
two Poppers from The 

Nature Conservancy (as 
part of the Volunteer 

Stewardship Network). 
These tools are available on 
loan for free to landowners 

and volunteers. For 
reservations, contact  

618-998-5920 or 
RiverToRiver@gmail.com. 

 

 

TOOL  
SHED: 

Honeysuckle 

Calendar of Events        

Green Giants, continued… 
 
The park also has a diversity of  
wildflowers and birds—including 
woodpeckers, tanagers, and at least 12 
breeding warbler species. 
 

Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, 1.2 million people visit the 
park annually.  

Carolyn Ferdinand, chair of the Invasive 
Plant Workdays,  encourages people of 
all ages and abilities to volunteer for an 
Invasive Plant “Outing.” 
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ß For more details and demo videos 
on the Honeysuckle Popper, visit 
www.misterhoneysuckle.com.  

Ø March 21 – Volunteer Workday – Green E

Ø March 24 – Shawnee RC&D Annual Meet

Ø April 11 – Volunteer Workday – War Bluff

Ø April 21-24 – Stewardship Week – Dixon 

Ø May 5 – Invasive Species Presentation –

Ø May 9 – Volunteer Workday – War Bluff S

Ø June 13 – Volunteer Workday – War Bluf

Ø June 25 – Illinois Invasive Plant Species

Stay tuned to www.rtrcwma.org or call 618-998-5920 for more
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Popper 
 

Located just minutes south of 
Carbondale, Giant City was named for 
the unique impressions made by its 
massive sandstone structures. Rock 
shelters worn into the side of these cliffs 
offer added interest and, believe it or 
not, evidence of human habitation as 
early as 10,000 years ago.   
 
Today, the dramatic 4,000 acre 
landscape is outfitted with amenities 
such as trails and lodging that invite the 
public to explore.  
 
And explore they do. According to the 
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Basically, the Popper us
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against a root crown. 
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To help curb the spread 
of invasive species: 

Ø Control invasive 
populations on your land 
by using tools like the one 
in our ‘Tool Shed’ section. 
 

Ø Avoid emptying 
aquariums or dumping 
houseplants into the wild. 
 

Ø Spread the word to 
friends, neighbors, and 
local nurseries about the 
value of native plants. 

This year, know what you sow. When 
choosing plants, look beyond their appealing 
colors and suitable light requirements to 
determine if they are also native to your 
home region. Not only does this help curb 
the spread of invasive species, but it saves 
big money on your water bill. 

Plants native to Illinois are, naturally, at 
home with the temperature patterns and 
precipitation in our climate. Therefore, they 
are quite hardy and don’t require extra 
watering and care like non-native species. 
Which also means that you can avoid 
excessive mowing and use of fertilizers. 

Regardless of the size of your land, you 
might also consider creating or maintaining 
a  prairie—in addition to planting a native 
flower bed. Did you know that native prairie 
grasses help minimize the effects of flood 
damage to your area? They retain 
considerable amounts of water, and even  

 

Watercraft Q&A 
 

A survey, distributed by CWMA 
partners in March, attempts to 
measure boater awareness of 
aquatic invasive species. Stay 

tuned for a full report in the next 
issue. Who knows, you could be 

inspired to protect our 
waterways, too! 

 “We offer a pretty broad base of in

managing agriculture and wildlife,

Plumer adds that the organization o

make informed decisions when it c

As part of the Extension program, 

essence, as a giant outdoor laborato

For more information on the Ag Ce

or call 618-453-5563. 

 

Managing invasive species is one part in a large movement  

to conserve native ecosystems. Which is why the CWMA is 

made up of diverse partners that offer insight into a number 

of environmental factors.  

The University of Illinois Extension, for example, shares 

news with Southern Illinois farm families through its 

Carbondale Extension Center. 
Partner Perspective  
formation,” says Michael Plumer, Extension Educator. “I spe

 and soil conservation practices.” 

ffers a pesticide safety education program, among others, that

omes to land management. 

the Dixon Springs Ag Center offers additional research and ed

ry. In fact, it’s actually the largest experiment station of its kin

nter or other offerings through the Extension office, visit http
store more carbon per acre than other types 
of ecosystems.  

Below is a brief list of native plants to 
consider cultivating on your land. For more 
details and illustrations, visit the National 
Resources Conservation Service “Illinois 
Native Plant Guide” at www.nrcs.usda.gov.  

Ø Blue Joint Grass 
Calamagrostis Canadensis 

Ø Big Bluestem 
Andropogon gerardii 

Ø Field Nut Sedge  
Cyperus esculentus 

Ø Sawtooth Sunflower 
Helianthus grosseserratus 

Ø Blue Flag Iris  
Iris virginica 

Ø Tall Coreopsis 
Coreopsis tripteris 
 

Sow the Natives 
cialize in water quality, urban forestry, 

 can help individuals and businesses 

ucation programs. It operates, in 

d east of the Mississippi River. 

://web.extension.uiuc.edu/regions/ag            
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In fall of 2008, Jen
(pictured above) a
Davey were hired 
Southern Illinois I
Plant Strike Team
 
Founded by The Nature 
Conservancy, in cooperation 
with the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
and CWMA, their mission is 
to monitor and control 
invasive species in southern 
Illinois and keep detailed 
management records. 
 

Illinois' natural areas, and 
will become an integral part 
in co
infest

“By b
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ONE TO 
WATCH: 

Garlic Mustard 
Alliaria petiolata 

Garlic mustard invades 
woodlands and shades out 
native plants. Recognizable 
by its toothed, triangular 
leaves, it also has a garlic 
odor when crushed. In 

spring, the plant produces a 
1-4 ft. white flowering stalk. 

See cover illustration. 
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8588 Route 148, Marion, IL 62959 
rking on 
utumn olive 
uckle. 

Next up for Mueller and 
Davey are garlic mustard, 
Chinese yam, and Japanese 
stiltgrass this spring and 
summer.  

Funding for this project was 
provided by the USDA 
Forest Service, Northeastern 
Area, State and Private 
Forestry, Forest Health 
Protection Program, and the 
IDNR. 
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helping conduct research in 
wetland ecosystems.   
Mueller moved to the area 
from a position with The 
Nature Conservancy in South 
Dakota.   

“I think the Strike Team is 
an effective method of 
controlling and monitoring 
invasives to help restore 

nation-wide.” 

Using The Nature 
Conservancy's Wee
Information Manag
System, the Strike 
keeping records ab
infestations and co
methods.  
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Striking a Balance 
Modeled after the National Park Service’s Exotic Plant Management Team, the S
Team works to remove invasive species and thereby preserve native habitat. 

Davey hails from Illinois and 
recently worked with 
Southern Illinois University, 

respond to new infestations.  
I can see this program having 
applications state- and 
ntaining small 
ations,” says Mueller.  
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