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Invasive Trees

Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Earleaf acacia (FL)	 Acacia auriculiformis A. Cunn. ex Benth.
Amur maple 	 Acer ginnala Maxim. 
Norway maple 	 Acer platanoides L.
Woman’s tongue (FL and TX)	 Albizia lebbeck (L.) Benth. 
Deviltree (FL)	 Alstonia macrophylla Wall. ex G. Don 
Edible fig 	 Ficus carica L.
Chinese parasoltree 	 Firmiana simplex (L.) W. Wight 
Paradise apple 	 Malus pumila Mill. 
Melaleuca (FL and LA) FED	 Melaleuca quinquenervia (Cav.) Blake 
White mulberry 	 Morus alba L.
Japanese black pine 	 Pinus thunbergii Parl. 
White poplar 	 Populus alba L.
Lombardy poplar	 Populus nigra L.
Sweet cherry 	 Prunus avium (L.) L.
Cherry plum (TN) 	 Prunus cerasifera Ehrh. 
Sour cherry 	 Prunus cerasus L.
European plum (TX) 	 Prunus domestica L.
Cherry laurel 	 Prunus laurocerasus L.
Perfumed cherry, Maheleb	 Prunus mahaleb L.
Sawtooth oak 	 Quercus acutissima Carruthers 
Rose myrtle (FL)	 Rhodomyrtus tomentosus(Aiton) Hassk. 
Octopus tree, schefflera (FL)	 Schefflera actinophylla (Endl.) Harms 
Peruvian peppertree 	 Schinus molle L.
   (FL, AL, and TX)	
Java plum 	 Syzygium cumini (L.) Skeels 
African tamarisk (TX, LA, and SC)	 Tamarix africana Poir. 
Russian tamarisk 	 Tamarix aralensis Willd.  
Canary Island tamarisk 	 Tamarix canariensis Lour. 
   (LA, GA, SC, and NC)	
Five-stamen tamarisk 	 Tamarix chinensis Lour.  
   (TX, OK, AR, and NC)	
French tamarisk, salt-cedar 	 Tamarix gallica L.
Smallflower tamarisk 	 Tamarix parviflora DC.
Saltcedar, tamarisk 	 Tamarix ramosissima Ledeb.
Four-stamen tamarisk (GA)	 Tamarix tetragyna C. Ehrenb. 
Siberian elm 	 Ulmus pumila L.
Common jujube 	 Ziziphus zizyphus Mill. 

Invasive Shrubs
Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Butterfly bush 	 Buddleja davidii Franch. 
Surinam cherry 	 Eugenia uniflora L.
Rose of Sharon 	 Hibiscus syriacus L.
Lantana 	 Lantana camara L.
White leadtree 	 Leucaena leucocephala (Lam.) de Wit 
Puerto Rico sensitive-briar 	 Mimosa asperata L.  
   (TX)	
Lollipop mimosa, catclaw 	 Mimosa pellita Kunth ex Willd. 
   mimosa (FL and TX)	
Tree tobacco 	 Nicotiana glauca Graham 
Guava (FL and LA)	 Psidium guajava L.
Scarlet firethorn 	 Pyracantha coccinea M. Roem. 
Formosa firethorn 	 Pyracantha koidzumii (Hayata) Rehder 
Common pear 	 Pyrus communis L.
Jetbead 	 Rhodotypos scandens (Thunb.) Makino 
Castorbean 	 Ricinus communis L.
Wineberry, wine raspberry 	 Rubus phoenicolasius Maxim. 
Linden arrowwood (VA) 	 Viburnum dilatatum Thunb.

Invasive Vines
Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Coral vine 	 Antigonon leptopus Hook. & Arn. 
Sweet autumn virginsbower	 Clematis terniflora DC. 
Japanese hops 	 Humulus japonicus Siebold & Zucc. 
Gloria de la manana	 Ipomoea carnea Jacq. ssp. fistulosa 		
	    (Mart. ex Choisy) D. Austin 
Redstar, red morning-glory 	 Ipomoea coccinea L.
Ivyleaf morning-glory 	 Ipomoea hederacea Jacq.
Tall morning-glory 	 Ipomoea purpurea (L.) Roth 
Catclawvine 	 Macfadyena unguis-cati (L.) A.H. 		
	    Gentry 
Stinkvine, skunk vine 	 Paederia foetida L.
Jamaican feverplant 	 Tribulus cistoides L. 
   (FL and LA)	
Puncturevine 	 Tribulus terrestris L.
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Invasive Grasses, Canes, and Grasslikes                                                 Invasive Grasses, Canes, and Grasslikes (continued)

Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Jointed goatgrass 	 Aegilops cylindrica Host
Crested wheatgrass 	 Agropyron cristatum (L.) Gaertn.
Desert wheatgrass (TX) 	 Agropyron desertorum (Fisch. ex Link) 	
	    J.A. Schult. 
Colonial bentgrass 	 Agrostis capillaris L.
Redtop 	 Agrostis gigantea Roth
Tall oatgrass 	 Arrhenatherum elatius (L.) Beauv. ex  	
	    J. & K. Presl 
Basket grass, small carpgrass	 Arthraxon hispidus (Thunb.) Makino 
Animated oat, wild oat 	 Avena sterilis L.
Hedge bamboo (FL)	 Bambusa multiplex (Lour.) Raeusch. ex 	
	    Schult. & Schult. f. 
Common bamboo (FL and SC)	 Bambusa vulgaris Schrad. ex J.C.  		
		  Wendl. 
Yellow bluestem, King Ranch 	 Bothriochloa ischaemum (L.) Keng var.  
   bluestem	    songarica (Rupr. ex Fisch. &  
	       C.A. Mey.) Celarier & Harlan 
Field brome, Japanese brome 	 Bromus arvensis L.
Rescuegrass 	 Bromus catharticus Vahl 
Smooth brome	 Bromus inermis Leyss. 
Bald brome, meadow brome 	 Bromus racemosus L. 
Rye brome 	 Bromus secalinus L.
Cheatgrass 	 Bromus tectorum L.
Japanese sedge 	 Carex kobomugi Ohwi 
Bermudagrass 	 Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers. 
Yellow nutsedge 	 Cyperus esculentus L. 
Umbrella plant 	 Cyperus involucratus Rottb 
Purple nutsedge 	 Cyperus rotundus L.
Orchardgrass 	 Dactylis glomerata L.
Kleberg’s bluestem 	 Dichanthium annulatum (Forssk.) Stapf 
Angleton bluestem 	 Dichanthium aristatum (Poir.) C.E. 		
	    Hubbard 
African couchgrass 	 Digitaria abyssinica (A. Rich) Stapf 
Southern crabgrass 	 Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) Koel 
Hairy or large crabgrass 	 Digitaria sanguninalis (L.) Scop. 
Barnyardgrass 	 Echinochloa crus-galli (L.) Beauv. 
Indian goosegrass 	 Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn.
Quackgrass 	 Elymus repens (L.) Gould 

Stinkgrass 	 Eragrostis cilianensis (All.) Vign. ex 		
	    Janchen 
Centipede grass 	 Eremochloa ophiuroides (Munro) Hack.
Limpograss 	 Hemarthria altissima (Poir.) Stapf & C.E. 	
	    Hubbard 
Common velvetgrass 	 Holcus lanatus L.
Darnel ryegrass 	 Lolium temulentum L.
Rose Netal grass 	 Melinis repens (Willd.) Zizka 
Silkreed (FL and GA) 	 Neyraudia reynaudiana (Kunth) Keng 	
	    ex Hitchc. 
Rice 	 Oryza sativa L.
Torpedograss 	 Panicum repens L.
Dallisgrass 	 Paspalum dilatatum Poir. 
Bahiagrass 	 Paspalum notatum Flueggé 
Kodomillet (GA, AL, and TX) FED	 Paspalum scrobiculatum L. 
Vasey’s grass 	 Paspalum urvillei Steud.
Buffelgrass 	 Pennisetum ciliare (L.) Link 
African feathergrass (TX) FED	 Pennisetum macrourum Trinius. 
Crimson fountaingrass 	 Pennisetum setaceum (Forsk.) Chiov. 
Timothy 	 Phleum pratense L.
Japanese timber bamboo	 Phyllostachys bambusoides Siebold & 	
	    Zucc. 
Black bamboo	 Phyllostachys nigra (Lodd. ex Lindl.) 		
	    Munro 
Common reed (native and 	 Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. ex 	  
   introduced) 	    Steud. 
Speargrass 	 Poa annua L.
Canada bluegrass 	 Poa compressa L.
Kentucky bluegrass 	 Poa pratensis L.
Rough bluegrass 	 Poa trivialis L.
Itchgrass FED	 Rottboellia cochinchinensis (Lour.) W.D. 	
	    Clayton 
Japanese bristlegrass 	 Setaria faberi Herrm. 
Foxtail bristlegrass	 Setaria italica (L.) P. Beauv. 
Yellow bristlegrass 	 Setaria pumila (Poir.) Roem. & Schult. 
Green bristlegrass 	 Setaria viridis (L.) P. Beauv. 
Guineagrass 	 Urochloa maxima (Jacq.) R. Webster 
Para grass 	 Urochloa mutica (Forssk.) T.Q. Nguyen 
Panic liverseed grass 	 Urochloa panicoides P. Beauv. 

Other Nonnative Plants Invading Southern Forest And their Margins, Openings, Waterway Margins, Wetlands, and Stream, River, and 
Lake Banks According to http://www.invasive.org/south/ 

States where species occur in parentheses. Species on the Federal Noxious Weed List are denoted by “FED”. (continued)



116

Invasive Forbs                                                                                     Invasive Forbs (continued)

Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Rosarypea 	 Abrus precatorius L.
Japanese chaff flower 	 Achyranthes japonica (Miq.) Nakai 
Russian knapweed 	 Acroptilon repens (L.) DC. 
Common bugle 	 Ajuga reptans L.
Wild garlic 	 Allium vineale L. ssp. vineale 
Sessile joyweed FED	 Alternanthera sessilis (L.) R. Br. ex DC. 
White moneywort 	 Alysicarpus vaginalis (L.) DC. 
Thymeleaf sandwort 	 Arenaria serpyllifolia L. 
Mugwort, common wormwood 	 Artemisia vulgaris L.
Onionweed FED	 Asphodelus fistulosus L. 
Garden yellowrocket 	 Barbarea vulgaris Ait. f.
Clubed begonia 	 Begonia cucullata Willd. 
Corn gromwell 	 Buglossoides arvensis (L.) I.M. 		
	    Johnston 
Basketplant 	 Callisia fragrans (Lindl.) Woods 
Sacatrapo,Texasweed 	 Caperonia palustris (L.) A. St.-Hil. 
Shepherd’s purse 	 Capsella bursa-pastoris (L.) Medik. 
Hoary cress, whitetop 	 Cardaria draba (L.) Desv. 
Spiny plumeless thistle 	 Carduus acanthoides L. 
Garden cornflower 	 Centaurea cyanus L.
White knapweed 	 Centaurea diffusa Lam.
Brown knapweed 	 Centaurea jacea L.
Maltese star-thistle 	 Centaurea melitensis L.
Yellow star-thistle 	 Centaurea solstitialis L.
Alpine knapweed 	 Centaurea transalpina Schleich. ex DC. 
Lambsquarters (native and 	 Chenopodium album L. 
   introduced) 	
Mexican tea 	 Chenopodium ambrosioides L.
Rush skeletonweed 	 Chondrilla juncea L.
Chicory 	 Cichorium intybus L.
Canada thistle 	 Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop. 
Bull thistle 	 Cirsium vulgare (Savi) Ten. 
Blessed thistle 	 Cnicus benedictus L.
Coco yam, taro 	 Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 
Benghal dayflower, tropical 	 Commelina benghalensis (L.) Schott 
   spiderwort FED	  	

Asiatic dayflower, common 	 Commelina communis L. 
   dayflower 	
Poison hemlock 	 Conium maculatum L. 
Field bindweed 	 Convolvulus arvensis L. 
Piedmont bedstraw 	 Cruciata pedemontana (Bellardi) 		
	    Ehrend. 
Common crupina FED	 Crupina vulgaris Cass. 
Dodder (other than native or 	 Cuscuta spp.  
   widely distrubuted spp.) 	
Houndstongue, gypsyflower 	 Cynoglossum officinale L.
Jimsonweed 	 Datura stramonium L.
Queen Anne’s lace 	 Daucus carota L.
Deptford pink 	 Dianthus armeria L. 
Fuller’s teasel 	 Dipsacus fullonum L.
Common teasel 	 Dipsacus fullonum ssp. sylvestris 		
	    (Huds.) Clapham 
Cut-leaf teasel 	 Dipsacus laciniatus L.
Indian strawberry 	 Duchesnea indica (Andr.) Focke 
Redstem stork’s bill 	 Erodium cicutarium (L.) L’Hér. ex Ait. 
Leafy spurge 	 Euphorbia esula L.
Mullberrryweed, hairy crabweed 	 Fatoua villosa (Thunb.) Nakai 
Sweet fennel 	 Foeniculum vulgare P. Mill. 
Goatsrue 	 Galega officinalis L.
South American mock vervain 	 Glandularia pulchella (Sweet) Troncoso 
Fulva, common orange daylily 	 Hemerocallis fulva (L.) L. 
Giant hogweed FED	 Heracleum mantegazzianum Sommier   
	    & Levier 
Dames rocket	 Hesperis matronalis L.
Orange hawkweed 	 Hieracium aurantiacum L. 
Meadow hawkweed 	 Hieracium caespitosum Dumort.
Common St. Johnswort 	 Hypericum perforatum L. 
Paleyellow iris 	 Iris pseudacorus L.
Korean clover 	 Kummerowia stipulacea (Maxim.) 		
	    Makino 
Japanese clover 	 Kummerowia striata (Thunb.) Schindl.
Willowleaf lettuce 	 Lactuca saligna L.
Prickly lettuce 	 Lactuca serriola L. 

continued
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Invasive Forbs (continued)                                                                     Invasive Forbs (continued)

Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Henbit deadnettle	 Lamium amplexicaule L. 
Common nipplewort 	 Lapsana communis L. 
Common motherwort 	 Leonurus cardiaca L.
Oxeye daisy 	 Leucanthemum vulgare Lam. 
Yellow toadflax	 Linaria vulgaris P. Mill. 
Bird’s-foot trefoil	 Lotus corniculatus L. 
Horehound 	 Marrubium vulgare L.
Black medick	 Medicago lupulina L.
Burclover	 Medicago polymorpha L. 
White sweet clover 	 Melilotus alba Ders. 
Yellow sweet clover 	 Melilotus officinalis (L.) Lam. 
Melilotus, clover 	 Melilotus spp. 
Miniature beefsteakplant 	 Mosla dianthera (Buch.-Ham. ex Roxb.) 	
	    Maxim. 
Catnip 	 Nepeta cataria L. 
Scotch thistle 	 Onopordum acanthium L. 
Sleepydick, Star-of-Bethlehem 	 Ornithogalum umbellatum L. 
Hellroot, small broomrape FED	 Orobanche minor Smith
Wild parsnip 	 Pastinaca sativa L. 
Harmal peganum 	 Peganum harmala L. 
Beefsteakplant 	 Perilla frutescens (L.) Britt. 
Mascarene Island leaf-flower 	 Phyllanthus tenellus Roxb. 
Chamber bitter 	 Phyllanthus urinaria L. 
Narrowleaf plantain 	 Plantago lanceolata L. 
Asiatic smartweed, Oriental 	 Polygonum caespitosum Blume 
   ladysthumb 	
Asiatic tearthumb 	 Polygonum perfoliatum L. 
Spotted ladysthumb 	 Polygonum persicaria L.
Giant knotweed 	 Polygonum sachalinense F. Schmidt ex 	
	    Maxim.
Sulfur cinquefoil 	 Potentilla recta L.
St. Anthony’s turnip 	 Ranunculus bulbosus L.
Fig buttercup, lesser celandine 	 Ranunculus ficaria L. 
Wild radish 	 Raphanus raphanistrum L.
Cultivated radish 	 Raphanus sativus L.
Annual bastardcabbage 	 Rapistrum rugosum (L.) All. 
Creeping yellowcress 	 Rorippa sylvestris (L.) Bess. 

Britton’s wild petunia 	 Ruellia caerulea Leonard 
Common sheep sorrel 	 Rumex acetosella L. 
Curly dock 	 Rumex crispus L.
Prickly Russian thistle 	 Salsola tragus L.
Shrubby Russian thistle 	 Salsola vermiculata L. 
South American skullcap 	 Scutellaria racemosa Pers. 
Sicklepod 	 Senna obtusifolia (L.) Irwin & Barneby 
Rattlebush, rattlebox 	 Sesbania punicea (Cav.) Benth. 
London rocket 	 Sisymbrium irio L. 
Twoleaf nightshade 	 Solanum diphyllum L. 
Turkeyberry 	 Solanum torvum Sw. 
Perennial sowthistle, field 	 Sonchus arvensis L.  
   sowthistle 	
Spiny sowthistle 	 Sonchus asper (L.) Hill 
Common sowthistle 	 Sonchus oleraceus L. 
Slender sowthistle	 Sonchus tenerrimus L. 
Bay Biscayne creeping-oxeye, 	 Sphagneticola trilobata (L.C. Rich.) 	  
   wedelia 	    Pruski 
Florida hedgenettle 	 Stachys floridana Shuttlw. ex Benth. 
Common chickweed 	 Stellaria media (L.) Vill. ssp. media 
Common chickweed	 Stellaria media (L.) Vill. ssp. pallida 		
	     (Dumort.) Asch. & Graebn. 
Witchweed 	 Striga asiatica (L.) Kuntze 
Cowpea witchweed 	 Striga gesnerioides (Willd.) Vatke 
Common dandelion 	 Taraxacum officinale G.H. Weber ex 		
	    Wiggers 
Spreading hedgeparsley 	 Torilis arvensis (Huds.) Link 
Yellow salsify 	 Tragopogon dubius Scop. 
Coatbuttons 	 Tridax procumbens L.
White clover 	 Trifolium repens L.
Clover 	 Trifolium spp.
Stinging nettle (native and 	 Urtica dioica L.  
   introduced) 	
Common mullein 	 Verbascum thapsus L. 
Purpletop vervain 	 Verbena bonariensis L. 
Brazilian vervain 	 Verbena brasiliensis Vell. 
Ivyleaf speedwell 	 Veronica hederifolia L. 
Garden vetch 	 Vicia sativa L.
Spiny cocklebur 	 Xanthium spinosum L.
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Invasive Ferns

Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Asian netvein hollyfern 	 Cyrtomium fortunei J. Sm.
Japanese false spleenwort 	 Deparia petersenii (Kunze) M. Kato 
Old world climbing fern 	 Lygodium microphyllum (Cav.) R. Br. 
Narrow swordfern, Boston fern 	 Nephrolepis cordifolia (L.) C. Presl
Chinese brake fern, ladder brake 	 Pteris vittata L.

Aquatic and Wetland Plants, Ferns, and Algae

Common Name:	 Scientific Name:
Feathered mosquitofern  	 Azolla pinnata R. Brown 
   (NC, FL, and LA) FED	
Brazilian water-hyssop 	 Bacopa egensis (Poepp.) Pennell 
Pond water-starwort 	 Callitriche stagnalis Scop. 
Water sprite 	 Ceratopteris thalictroides (L.) Brongn.
Becket’s water trumpet 	 Cryptocoryne beckettii Thwaites ex 		
	    Trimen.
Rock snot, didymo 	 Didymosphenia geminata (alga)   
	    (Lyngbye) M. Schmidt 
Brazilian egeria 	 Egeria densa Planch.
Common water hyacinth 	 Eichhornia crassipes (Mart.) Solms 
Waterthyme, hydrilla FED	 Hydrilla verticillata (L. f.) Royle 
Water-poppy 	 Hydrocleys nymphoides (Humb. &  
	    Bonpl. ex Willd.) Buchenau 
Indian swampweed, miramar 	 Hygrophila polysperma (Roxb.) T.  
   weed FED	    Anders. 
Yellow flag iris 	 Iris pesudacorus L. 
Dotted duckweed, dotted 	 Landoltia punctata (G. Mey.) D.H. Les & 
   duckmeat 	    D.J. Crawford 
Asian marshweed (FL, GA, 	 Limnophila sessiliflora (Vahl) Blume 	  
   and TX) FED
Large-flower primrose-willow 	 Ludwigia grandiflora (Michx.) Greuter &  
	    Burdet spp. grandiflora 
Creeping or six-petal water 	 Ludwigia grandiflora (Michx.) Greuter &  
   primrose 	    Burdet spp. hexapetala (Hook. & Arn.)  
	       G.L. Nesom & Kartesz 
Moneywort, creeping Jenny 	 Lysimachia nummularia L. 

Aquatic and Wetland Plants, Ferns, and Algae (continued)

Purple loosestrife 	 Lythrum salicaria L.
European wand loosestrife 	 Lythrum virgatum L. 
   (VA only) 	
Dwarf waterclover 	 Marsilea minuta L.
Australian waterclover 	 Marsilea mutica Mett. 
European waterclover 	 Marsilea quadrifolia L. 
Peppermint 	 Mentha ×piperita L. (pro sp.) [aquatica  
	    × spicata] 
Asian spiderwort, marsh 	 Murdannia keisak (Hassk.) Hand.-Maz.  
   dewflower 	
Parrots feather watermilfoil 	 Myriophyllum aquaticum (Vell.) Verdc. 
Eurasian watermilfoil 	 Myriophyllum spicatum L. 
Brittle waternymph 	 Najas minor All. 
Watercress 	 Nasturtium officinale Ait. f. 
Sacred lotus 	 Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 
Cape Blue water-lily 	 Nymphaea capensis Thunb. 
Yellow floatingheart 	 Nymphoides peltata (Gmel.) Kuntze 
Duck-lettuce FED	 Ottelia alismoides (Linnaeus) Pers. 
Cuban bulrush 	 Oxycaryon cubense (Poepp. & Kunth) 	
	    Lye 
Common reed 	 Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. ex 		
	    Steud. 
Water lettuce 	 Pistia stratiotes L. 
Curly pondweed 	 Potamogeton crispus L. 
Giant arrowhead 	 Sagittaria montevidensis Cham. & 		
	    Schltdl. 
Waterspangles, common salvinia 	 Salvinia minima Baker 
Kariba-weed, giant salvinia 	 Salvinia molesta Mitchell 
Salvinia 	 Salvinia spp. 
Bog bullrush 	 Schoenoplectus mucronatus (L.) Palla 
Bigpod sesbania 	 Sesbania herbacea (Mill.) McVaugh 
Wetlands nightshade 	 Solanum tampicense Dunal 
Exotic bur-reed FED	 Sparganium erectum L. 
Water chestnut 	 Trapa natans L. 
European speedwell	 Veronica beccabunga L.
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