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PROGRAM AGENDA 

All sessions held in Tiffany Room unless othenvise noted. 

8:30 a.lII. BOARD OF DIRECTORS OPEN MEETING ('til noon) 
Large Board Room. 3'" Roor 

NOON 

EXHIBITIPOSTER SET-UP 
Cartier Room & conference entl)'way 

REGISTRATION (all day) 
conference enll)'Way 
(Remember to sign up for FIELD TRIPS!) 

LUNCH (on your own) 

OPENING SESSION 
Moderator: Roger Clark, Projector: Kathy Burks 

1:30 p.m. CALL TO ORDER 
Greg lubinsky, Chair, EPPC Board of Directors 

1:45 p.m. WELCOME 
Roger Clark, Lee County Recreation and Parks Dept. 

2:00 p.m. OPENING ADDRESS - Building public knowledge and 
commitment for control of Invasive exotics! Bill Hammond, 
Education Consultant & Member, SFWMD Governing Board 

3:00 p.m. BREAK, beverages in Cartier Room 
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SESSION II - Moderator: Dan Clark. Projector: Jil Swearingen 

3: 15 p.m. Retail nursery customers and invasive non-indigenous 
plants: Awareness, concern, and plant preference. Hallie 
Dozier, UFflF AS Forestry Department, Gainesville 

3:30 p.m. Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Program: Reclaiming 
paradise through environmental landscaping. 
Allen Gamer, SarasotalManatee IF AS Extension Offices 

3:45 p.m. The Univenity of Florida Task Force on Invasive Plants. 
Donn Schilling, UFIIF AS, and Task Force Chair, 
University of Florida, Gainesville 

4:00 p.m. Balancing effective mechanical restoration techniques with 
aesthetic considerations on Sanibel Island Robert K. 
Loflin, City of Sanibel 

4: IS p.m. Developing community partnenhips to promote the 
preservation and management of natural resources. Sandra 
Vardaman Wells, Metro-Dade Park and Recreation Dept. 

4:30 p.m. Penpectives on establishing a national program on 
biological invasions. Don Schmitz, Fla. Dept. ofEnv. Prot. 

5:00 p.m. Visit EXHmlTS and POSTER DISPLAYS. 

6:00 p.m. DINNER (on your own) 

7:00 p.m. ISSUES FORUM, Facilitator: Greg Jubinsky, EPPC Chair, 
Paramount Room, Z'" Ooor, Informal open discussion of 
pest-plant issues 
(REFRESHMENTS, compliments of Sheraton Harbor Place) 
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WEDNESDA Y 5121/97 

SESSION III - Moderator: Francois Larocbe, Projector: Ken Langeland 

9:00 a.m. Big CyprC5s National Preserve: The rise and (hopeful) faU 
of Melaleuca quinquenervia. Bill Snyder, Big Cypress 

9: 15 a.m. Mapping exotic vegetation in national parks/preserves of 
south Florida. Roy Welch, Marguerite Remillard, and Cheryl 
McCormick, Univ. of Georgia; Doug DeVries & David Jones, 
Everglades NaU. Park; and Tony Pemas, Big Cypress Preserve 

10:00 a.m. The invasion of carrotwood (Cupaniopsis anacardioides) In 
Florida's natural areas. Chris Lockhart, Habitat Specialists 

10: I 5 a.m. florida'S computerized invasivHsotic plant data base. 
Greg Jubinsky, Chair, Florida EPPC 

10:30 a.m. BREAK, beverages in Cartier Room 

SESSION IV - Moderator: Ed Freeman, Projector: Jeff Weber 

10:45 a.m. A cooperative effort for exotic plant control in Florida's 
water management districts. Tony Richards, SWFWMD, 
and Chair, Inter-District Exotic Plant Commillee 

11 :00 a.m. Tracking and killing esotic Illants on SFWMD lands: 
exciting times for the noristic sportsman. Dan Thayer, Amy 
Ferriter, and Ed Biggs, South Fla. Water ManagelDent District 

II :30 a.lD. Exotic pest plant control on Saint Sebastian River Buffer 
Preserve. David Simpson, Fla. Dept. of Environ. Protection 

II :45 a.lD. Downy rose myrtle, Rhodomyrtus tomentosa, an increasing 
Ilroblem in south Florida. Jackie SmiU., Fla. D. Env. Prot. 
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NOON LUNCH (on your own) 

SESSION V - Moderator: David Ceilley, Projector: Jim Duquesnel 

I :30 p.m. Burma reed (Neyraudia reynaudiana)-A statewide threat. 
Joe Maguire, Metro-Dade Co. Parks, and Rene Rasha, Florida 
Allantic University 

I :45 p.m. Ecological consequences of invasion by cogongrass 
(Imperala cylindrica), a non-indigenous grass, in Florida 
sandhill ecosystems. Carol Lippincott, University of Florida 

2:00 p.m. Utilizing revegetation in an integrated approach to combat 
cogon grass,lmperala cylindrica (L.) Beauv. Eric Johnson 
and Donn Shilling. Dept. of Agronomy, Univ. of Florida 

2: 15 p.m. Arousing federal interest in a localized weed-aquatic soda 
apple (Solanum tampicense). Alison Fox, Univ. of Florida 

2:45 p.m. Another prickly Solanum: S. lorvum. Nancy Coile, Fla. 
Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs 

3 :00 p. m. BREAK, beverages in Canier Room 

SESSION VI - Moderator: Randall Stocker, Projector: Dennis Teague 

3: 15 p.m. Common concerns of FNPS and EPPC. Janice Broda, 
President, Florida Native Plant Society 

3:30 p.m. Where we stand in the baUlc against aquatic pest plants. 
Judy Ludlow, Fla. Dept. of Environmental Protection 

3:45 p.m. Melaleuca snout beetle arrives!! Allen Dray and Ted 
Center, USDA. Ag. Res. Serv., Ft. Lauderdale 
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4:00 p.m. ProspeclS for bioconlrol ofwcedy sesbanias in Ihe 
soulheaslenl U.S. Jim Cuda, Univ. of Fla., and G.A. 
Lagarzo, and C.J. Deloach, USDA-ARS 

4:15 p.m. VENDOR INTRODUCTIONS AND DISCOURSE 
Facilitator: Randall Stocker, IF AS, Univ. of Fla. 

5:00 p.m. Visit EXHIBITS and POSTER displays. 

6:00 p.m. POOLSlDE SOCIAL 
Refreslunents by Ihe pooll 

7:30 p.m. DINNER (on your own) 

TuunSDAv, 5/22197 

SESSION vn - Moderator: Doug DeVries, Projector: KatllY Burks 

9:00 a.m. Skunk vine alert! Deleclion and conlrol of Paede,ia foetida. 
Brian Nelson, SoutllWest Fla. Water Management District 

9: 15 a.m. Mimosa pig,a, an updale on Ibe eradicalion program. 
Jayne Bergstrom and Tim LaLonde, Fla. Dept. ofEnv. Prot. 

9:30 a.m. Delailed mapping of primary Invasive plants by Ihe Florida 
Keys Invasive Exotics Task Force. Pat McNeese, Lewis 
Env. Services, and Curtis Kruer, Fla. Keys Env. Restoration 
TruslFund 

9:45 a.m. Exolic vegelalion removal eXllerimenl, Lillie Pine Island, 
FloridL James Robb and Andy Woodrulf, Erwin Consulting 

10:00 a.m. Exolic Planl Conlrol al Myakka River Siale Park. Belinda 
Perry, Myakka River State Park 
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10: I S a.m. The potential and power of predicting plant invasions. 
Linda Tyson. University of Florida 

10:30 a.m. BREAK. beverages in Cartier Room 

SESSION VIII - Moderator: Ken Langeland, Projector: Jackie Smith 

1O:4S a.m. Fourteen lillie-known invasive exotic plants in southern 
Florida. Roger Hammer. Metro-Dade Parks Dept. 

11:IS a.m. ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING - ELECTIONS 

Greg Jubinsky. presiding (Door prize drawing!> ¢:I 

NOON LUNCH (on your own) 

FIELD TRIPS 

I :30-4:30 p.m. Meet for your chosen adventure as instructed at sign-up 
time. at the registration table. SIGN UP EARL YI 

TRIP 1 - Sanibel restoration sites by bicycle. From Finnimore's Cycle 
Shop on Sanibel Island. you'll visit several coastal sites within seven miles 
of habitat restoration involving large-scale removal of invasive exotics. 

TRIP 2 - Sanibel restoralion sites by van. A van for up 10 IS people will 
travel to Sanibel 10 visit both Conservation Foundation and City of Sanibel 
sites. Other vehicles may caravan for the trip. 

TRIP 3 - Eslero Bay Buffer & Matanzas Pass Preserves restoration 
sites by van. A van for up 10 IS people ,viII travel south and southwest of 
tOlVn to visit FDEP and Lee County restoration sites involving large-scale 
removal of invasive exotics. Other vehicles may caravan for the trip. 

TRIP 4 - Caloosahatchee River Preserve & Six-Mile Cypress Slough 
restoration sites by van. A van for up to IS people will travel north and 
northeast oflown to visit the largest Lee County restoration site (300 acres) 
bY the river. with a slop at Six-Mile Slough on the way. Other vehicles may 
caravan for Ihe lrip. 
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Don't miss the POSTER DISPLAYS! 

Look for them in conference entryway. 

Charlotte Harbor Aquatic and State Buffer Preserves 
Annette Nielsen and Carla Kappmeyer, Charlolle Harbor (941-283-2424) 

This display illustrates recent management efforts, including exotic 
plant conlrol, habitat restoration, and fire ecology, in the Alligator Creek 
and Cape Haze units of tbe Cbarlotte Harbor and Estero Bay BulTer 
Preserves. 

Florida Keys brochure and manual for idvasivt-elolic plant control 
Pat L. McNeese, Lewis Environmental Scrvices (305-745-1699) 

This display features an educational brochure and an instruction 
manual developed by the Florida Keys Invasive Exotics Task Force. Tbe 
brochure is geared toward property owners and focuses on Australian pine, 
Brazilian pepper, and Asiatic colubrina. Color drawings and descriptions 
of lllcse plants are provided as well as practical information on treatment 
and rell1Oval. The manual, Guide to Exotic Vegetation Control in tire 
Florida Keys, is intended for use by land managers, landscapers, utility 
companies, and road maintenance crews. It includes plant listings, 
identification tips, control methods, job planning information, and resource 
contacts. Copies of the brochure are available. 

Native and non-native plant substitutes for the landscape 
Amy Ferriter, South Florida Water Management District (407~87-6097) 

Tllis display olTers some examples of landscaping substitutes for 
plants on EPPC's Most Invasive list lllat are still sold for residential and 
commercial use. Plant heigh!, growtll rate, hardiness, sail tolerance, foliage 
color, flowering characteristics, and light and nutritional requirements are 
laken into consideration. Species shown will include bolll Florida natives 
and non-invasive exotics, but natives are highlighted. TillS work is drawn 
from the new inter-district xeriscaping manual now in development 
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ABSTRACTS 
for scheduled papen, listed alphahetically hy fint author's last name 

Bergstrom, Jayne E., and Tim LaLonde, Fla. Dept. of Env. Protection 
(561-791-4720). Mimosa pigra, an update on the eradication program. 
Catclaw mimosa (Mimosa pigra) was identified in several areas of south 
Florida in the 1980s. and by 1990 a control program was in place. The 
progress of the program will be reviewed. along with the possibilities for 
biological control and the potential for eradication. 

Broda, Janice, Pres., Fla. Native Plant Society (561-589-0319). Common 
concerns of FNPS and EPPC. With 22 chapters and over 2,500 members, 
the mission of FNPS is "the preservation, conservation, and restoration of 
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida." Because exotic 
pest plants threaten the integrity of our native communities and the very 
existence of some endangered plants, they have become a priority issue in 
the FNPS strategic plan. How we can work together will be discussed. 

Coile, Nancy Craft, FDACSfDiv. of Plant Industry (352-372-3505). 
Another prickly Solanum: S. torvu .... 
Solanum lon'um Sw., a noxious weed, is another of those prickly invasive 
solanums occurring in Florida. Unfortunately, the fruits of this species are 
prized in Asian cookery, and it is expected that this species will continue to 
be illegally imported and grown in backyards in Florida. Establishment of 
populations in the natural environs can perhaps be blocked if awareness is 
heightened. Features for identifYing Solanum lorvum will be provided. 

Dozier, Hallie, Univ. of FIa.nFAS, Forestry Dept. (352-846-0850). 
Retail nunery CDstomen and invasive non-indigenous plants: 
Awareness, concern, and plant preference. 
We interviewed 237 retail nursery customers in Florida, Louisiana, and 
Texas during spring 1996. Most knew at least one non-native ornamental 
that is invasive; their knowiedge came from informal sources. Awareness 
had little impact on buying patterns-most said native or nonnative didn't 
matter, and few had selected natives to buy. Purchasing behavior may be 
linked to limited knowledge of plant origin, lack of native stock available, 
and uninformed nursery personnel. Respondents indicated a desire to see 
more native stock, and stock labeled as to origin and potential weediness. 
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Cuda, James P., UF Entomology Dept. (352-392-1901 ext. 199), and G. 
A. Logano and C. J. DeLoach, USDA-Ago Rei. Services. Prospects for 
biocontrol or weedy sesbaniu (Leguminosae) in the southeastern U.S. 
The cosmopolitan genus Sesbania Scopoli (Leguminosae or Fabaceae) is 
represented in the USA by seven species, five of which are considered 
weeds of humid pastures, roadsides, and cultivated crops. Three species (s. 
punicea. S. exaltala, and S. drummondii) are good candidates for biological 
control because they cause sufficient economic damage to justilY the cost of 
the research, are poisonous to livestock, have no critical beneficial values, 
and have natural enemies capable of providing excellent control. The costs 
for implementing a biological control program in this country can be further 
reduced via the "Short Route," which uses existing technology from the 
successfUl biological control of S. punicea in South Africa. 

Dray, Allen F., Jr., and Ted Center, USDA-ARS, Ft. Lauderdale (954-
475-8990). Melaleuca snout beetle arrives!!! 
The war in Florida against woody exotic plants escalated on April 26, 1997, 
when the first melaleuca biocontrol insects were released in a highly 
publicized ceremony. Federal, state, and local dignitaries inoculated a 
small melaleuca grove with 300 Oxyops viliosa (melaleuca snout beetle or 
weevil) at Everglades Holiday Park in western Broward County. Adults and 
larvae feed exclusively on melaleuca, with a preference for succulent young 
shoots. The resultant damage terminates growth of the affected branch, 
thereby preventing future flowering/seed set. Damage to young saplings 
and seedlings can result in death of the plant. This insect, if it becomes 
established, should help slow the rapid expansion of melaleuca populations 
into sensitive wetlands. It will not by itself. however, eliminate the 
melaleuca problem. We are thus screening additional insects for use in 
Florida, with the goal of releasing 8-12 bioagents on melaleuca in Florida. 

Fox, Alison, Unlv. of FIa.IIFAS (352-392-1808). Arousing federal 
interest in a localized weed-aquatic sod. apple (Solanum lampicense). 
If only ..... we always had the opportunity to deal with invasive non
indigenous weeds as soon as they reared their ugly heads, and not after they 
become entrenchedl We've had this luxury with species that are known to 
cause problems elsewhere (e.g., Mimosa pigra), but what if a plant has not 
established such a disreputable track record? Such issues will be described 
as they relate to aquatic soda apple (Solanum lampicense). The reasons for 
this non-agricultural, still-localized plant receiving current attention from 
federal agencies will also be discussed. 
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Gamer, Allen, Sarasota/Manatee IFAS Extension Offices (941-742-
5986). The Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Program: Reclaiming 
Ilaradise through environmental landscaping. 
Tltis is an education and action progmm to change how people perceive, 
create, and maintain landscapes in Florida. The message targets residents, 
builders, developers, realtors, government agencies, and the landscape 
industry. Educational tools include publications, videos, classes, and 
demonstmtions, along wiUI volunteer participation and organizational 
parlnersltips. The progmm is offered in a Ulird of Florida's counties. 

Hammer, Roger L., Metro-Dade Parks & Recreation Dept., Nat. Areas 
Mgt. (305-257-0933). Fourteen little-known invasive exotic plants in 
soutbem Florida. 
Fourteen little-known invasive exotic plants may pose potential problems 
for natural areas in Dade County. nlese species are Als/onia macraphylla, 
Aris/olochia grandiflora, Aris/olochia maxima, Dioscorea sansibarensis, 
Flueggea virosa, Jacquinia arborea, Jocquinia macrocarpa, Jasminum 
dicho/amum, Jasminum j1uminense, Passiflora biflora, Passiflora edulis, 
Psycho/ria puncta/a, San/alum album, and Trema guineensis. Four of tllese 
species are widely natumlized due to their landscape popularity, witll the 
two Jasminum species already adversely affecting hammocks. The 
remainder are only locally established near points of introduction. Their 
spread into natuml areas may be constrained by limited initial 
introductions, short time span since introduction, or life history factors. 

Hammond, W. F. (Bill), Natural Context (813-481-4676). Building 
public knowledge and commitment for control of invasive exotics! 
An illustrated overview will be presented of successful strategies for 
building contc.'ttual understanding of why management of invasive species 
is an important investment of public funds-and for enlisting tile resources 
of citizens, students, government, and tlte media to assist you in gelling 
those invasive exotics gonel 
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Johnson, Eric R. R. L., and D. G. Shilling, UF DCI.L of Agronomy (352-
392-6598). Utilizing revegetation In an integrated al.proach to combat 
cogon grass, 1m perala cylindrica (L.) Bcauv. 
Integrated management techniques have been an eITective conlrOl meU.od 
for cogon grass, but a key to this approach, and Ute long-ternt suppression 
of Ute exotic, is revegetation wiUt desirable plant species. Preliminary 
results from study sites in, at Ute edge of, and outside an area heavily 
infested wiUt cogon grass will be discussed. An integrated approach shows 
promise for the displacement of Ute cogon grass. However, more effective 
native plant establishntent meUtods are needed for large-scale success. 

Jubinsky, Greg, Chair, Florida EPPC (904-487-2600). Florida's 
computerized invasive-elolic plant data base. 
The invasive plant data base now exceeds 3,000 entries and includes site 
locations in natural areas for all EPPC Category I and II plants. The data 
base continues to expand, wiUt many additional records from allover Ute 
state. As awareness of Ute data base increases, requests for data have 
correspondingly increased. Its current and potential uses will be discussed. 

Lil'pincotl, Carol L., UF DepL of Botany (352-373-2309). Ecological 
consequences of invasion by cogon grass (/mperala cylindrica), a non
indigenous grass, In Florida sandhill ecosystems. 
In Florida sandhill, cogon grass dominates and displaces most indigenous 
vegetation wiUtin 20 years. Native seedling recruiUnent in cogon grass is 
reduced by Uticker litter, low light, and dense rhizomes. Cogon grass 
displaces some sandhill burrowers, important in soil mixing. Cogon grass 
burns hotter and higher, recovers from fire more rapidly, and spreads faster 
if burned frcquenUy. ConscquenUy, uncontrolled cogon grass invasion in 
Florida sandhill will likely result in a shift from high diversity sandhill to 
single species grassland. Tlte souUt Florida Imperata taxon differs from 1. 
cylindrica in anther number but fonns monospecific swards under disturbed 
conditions in lower pH soils as far north as Louisiana. 
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Chris Lockhart, Habitat Specialists (561-738-1179). The invasion of 
carrotwood (Cupaniopsis anacardioides) in Florida's natural areas. 
Another tree native to Australia has not only escaped into the wild, but is 
invasive and becoming reproductive in Florida's natural areas. CarrOlwood 
was identified as potentially invasive in 1989, about ten years after 
becoming a popular landscape tree. Seed dispersal by birds has contributed 
to its invasion into all major habitat types, disturbed and undisturbed, in 14 
counties of peninsular Florida, including isolated islands. High densities 
occur in mangroves and coastal hammocks (to 24.16 plantslm'). 
CarrOl,vood has been likened to Brazilian pepper. 

Loflin, Robert K., City of Sanibel, Natural Resources (941-472-3700). 
Balancing effective mechanical babltat restoration techniques with 
aesthetic considerations on Sanibel lsland. 
Habitat restoration involving large-scale removal of Brazilian pepper and 
Australian pine has natural resources staff toeing the line between effective 
removal and ongoing aesthetic concerns for a Florida resort island's green 
space. Extensive public controversy engendered by such projects can affect 
their scope and design. Comparative evaluations will be presented on the 
appropriate conditions for use of various mechanical equipment, from 
bulldozers to rakes. 

Ludlow, Judy, FJa. Dept. of Env. Prot., Aquatic Plant Mgt. (904-488-
5631). Where we stand in the battle against aquatic pest plants. 
Coverage of waterhyacinth (Eichhomia crossipes) and waterlettuce (pistia 
slratioles) remain at maintenance control levels in Florida's public waters. 
Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticil/ala) coverage, however, doubled to 
approximately 100,000 acres between 1992 and 1994 due chiefly to 
insufficient funding. Above average funding in FY 1995-1996 decreased 
that acreage to 65,500, and excellent funding in FY 1996-1997 is 
anticipated to further reduce hydrilla coverage by an additional 15-20,000 
acres. There is a strong inverse relationship between funding levels and 
hydrilla abundance. Hydrilla was present in nearly 45% (208) of Florida's 
public waters in 1996 and yet, interestingly, covered more than 100 acres in 
only 30 waters. Data from 1983-1996 will be presented showing hydrilla 
population characteristics. Other non-indigenous plants such as, but not 
limited to, Hygrophila polysperma, and Limnophila sessiliflora, have 
expanded their frequency of occurrence and warrant close monitoring. 
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Maguire, Joe, Metro-Dade Parks & Rec. Dept., Nat. Areas Mgt. (305-
257-0933), and Rene Rasha, Fla. Atlantic Unlv., Blo. Sciences. Burma 
Reed (Neyraudia reyllaudialla)-A statewide threat. 
The exotic grass, Neyraudia reynaudiana (Bunna reed), is a serious threat 
to Dade County's pine rocklands. Its characteristics should concern 
resource managers throughout Florida-and perhaps beyond. In its native 
Asia, Neyraudia is found to elevations of 2,000 meters. Its range in Florida 
has expanded considerably in the last 20 years-from two counties (Dade 
and Broward) to seven counties. Neyraudia can invade undisturbed habitats 
and prefers sandy soil. It is fire and freeze tolerant and promotes frequent, 
high-intensity fires. If Neyraudia were to become established in Florida's 
scrub habitats with long fire periods, the consequences would be disastrous. 

McNeese, P. L., Lewis Env. Services (305-745-1699), and C. R. Kruer, 
FlL Keys Env. Restor. Trust Fund. Detailed mapping of primary 
invasive plants by the Florida Keys Invasive Exotics Task Force. 
The Florida Keys Invasive Exotics Task Force has mapped the entire road
connected Florida Keys through a two-week field effort using agency staff 
and volunteers (about 20 people involved). The extent and density of the 
three biggest invaders, Australian pines (Casuarlna spp.), Brazilian pepper 
(Schinus terebinth/folius), and Asiatic colubrina (Colubrina aslallca). were 
mapped using polygon and line indicators. Standardized field mapping was 
conducted using 9" x 9" color infrared aerial prints with acetate overlays 
and accompanying data sheets. The mapping was digitized locally on 
software created for the Keys by Monroe County Sheriffs Office personnel. 
The software allowed digitization of polygons and lines, calculation of 
acreage, and overlays onto an existing road network layer. The effort 
allowed the task force to generate preliminary acreage figures and color 
maps which can later be refined for specific areas. 

Nelson, Brian, SouthWest Fla. Water Mgt. District (352-796-7211). 
Skunk vine alert! Detection and control of Paederiafoetida. 
The identification, growth habits, environmental impacts. known 
distribution, and control methods for skunk vine will be discussed, along 
with proposed research to establish best management practices and evaluate 
the feasibility of suitable biocontrol agents. Early detection and eradication 
of this species from lightly or newly infested areas is critical. 
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Perry, Belinda, Myakka River State Park, park biologist (941-361-
6512). Exotic plant control at Myakka River State Park. 
Ninety-four exotic plant species have been documented at the park. and tI.e 
park's management philosophy is to "search and destroy.» This strategy 
has been successful for tI.ose species confined to a small area, but oIIler 
control methods are needed for 15 exotic species identified as invasive and 
disruptive of native plant habitats in tI.e park. Two exotic grasses. para 
grass (Brachiaria mutica) and West Indian marsh grass (Hymenachne 
amplexicaulis). now dominate the Myakka River basin. Prescribed burning 
is a method being monitored as a control technique for tI.ese two species. 

Richards, Anthony F., SW Fla. WMD and Chair, Inter-dlstrict exotic 
plant committee (352-796-7211). A cooperative effort (or exotic plant 
control In Florida's water management districts. 
Background on the formation of tI.e inter-district exotic plant committee 
will be given. The committee's goals and objectives will be described, and 
an overview given of results outlined in the new inter-district cooperative 
report on exotic plants, which includes budget models and program 
strategies. 

Robb, James, and Andy Woodruff, K.L. Erwin Consulting Ecologist, 
Inc. (941-337-1505). Exotic vegetation removal experiment, Little Pine 
Island, Florida. 
Forty-three test plots, including two controls, were established on this 
barrier island off the southwest Florida coast to monitor the effectiveness of, 
and any non-target damage from, various concentrations of Garlon 3A and 
Garlon 4. Melaleuca was treated by cut-stump metlood, Australian pine and 
Brazilian pepper by cut-stump or basal-bark applications. Results will be 
discussed from tloree years of monitoring for non-target damage and exotic 
plant resprouting. 
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Schilling, Donn G., Univ. or F1L, IFAS, Agronomy Dept. (352-392-
(823). The Univenity or Florida Task Force on Invuive Plants. 
Many governmental agencies and private organizations are actively 
pursuing the most efficient management of existing invasive plants. At the 
same time, many state and federal agencies, including UF/IF AS, playa role 
in the evaluation and release of non-native plants for horticultural and 
agronomic use. The tremendous resources and personnel devoted to these 
areas are not being effectively coordinated. This task force has helped 
enhance cooperation and communication within the University through 
various activities, including statewide dissemination of information and 
recommendations on improved review procedures for weed management, 
new plant-cultivar releases, and IF AS publications. 

Schmitz, Don, FIL Dept. of Environmental Protection (904-488-5631). 
Penpectives on establishing a national program on biological invuions, 
A rapidly spreading invasion of exotic plants and animals is not only 
destroying our nation's biological diversity, but is costing the U.S. economy 
hundreds of millions of dollars annually. These economic losses and 
biological costs are expected to soar in the next century. It is obvious the 
present system to prevent and manage biological invasions in the United 
States is fragmentary, piecemeal, and ad hoc. Most existing federal 
regulations are poorly designed to tackle the constant influx of alien species. 
Because the present system is not working, a special national commission 
is proposed to make recommendations to Congress that would remove road 
blocks and increase management funding for federal agencies to better 
prevent and manage biological invasions on public lands. 

Simpson, David, FIL Dept. of Env. Protection (407-953-5004). EIotic 
pest plant control on St. Scbastian River Burrer Preserve. 
A brief overview will be given on what is being done to protect from 
invading exotics the sensitive ecosystems ofthis 16,OOO-acre preserve on the 
shores of the SI. Sebastian River. Melaleuca, Brazilian pepper, climbing 
ferns, tropical soda apple, rosary pea, and cogon grass have been found, as 
well as others. This presentation will show the trials and errors of what has 
been done and what is planned for the furture. 
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Smith, Jacqueline C., Fla. Dept. or Env. Protection (561-791-4720). 
Dow"y rose myrtle, Rhodomyrtus /omen/osa, an incrcuing I,roblem in 
south Florida. 
Tlus exotic species is becoming a greater problem on both the east and west 
coasts of SOUUI Florida. Its life ltistory and growtIl habits will be discussed, 
along wiUI example infestations and the diJferent control meUlOds being 
used to combat it. 

Snyder, Bill, Big Cypress National Preserve (941-69S-4111). The rise 
and (hopeful) raIl or Melaleuca quinquenervia in Big Cypress. 
Melaleuca quinquenervia was introduced into the Big Cypress in Ule mid-
1940s. By 1979, it had expanded to cover 60 square miles. A control 
program was initiated in 1984, with a focus on Uus species, and National 
Park Servicc (NPS) crews were used exclusively to treat il. However, since 
1995 private contractors have been used to treat areas of dense melaleuca 
monocultures, while ouUier populations are treated by small groups of one 
to UlreC people (NPS employees, Americorps members, or volunteers). The 
result has been increased efficiency and cost effectiveness. 

Thayer, Dan, Amy Ferriter, and Ed Biw, So. Fla. Water Mgt. District 
(407-687-6129). Tracking and Killing Exotic Plants on SFWMD lands: 
Exciting times ror the noristic sportsman. 
By Ule year 2000, Ule SouUI Florida WMD will have land management 
responsibilities for more Uaan 1.5 million acres of environmentally sensitive 
lands purchased in 16 counties of south Florida. Invasive pest-plant 
problems represent one of Ule greatest Urreats to Ule biological integrity of 
these lands. The inventory and mapping of invasive pest plants in Ulese 
areas is a monumental task. One of Ule most effective and efficient ways to 
accomplish it is Ulrough the integration of GPS and GIS technologies. The 
District now has Ule capability to map pest-plant populations for analysis 
and management planning. We will demonstrate and discuss recent results 
of an exotic species survey district-wide, the development of Best 
Management Practiccs, and implementation of management strategies. 
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Tyson, Linda, UF Dept. of Env. Engineering Sciences (352-392-0838). 
The potential and power or predleting plant invasions. 
This paper reviews past efforts to identity characteristics of species and 
communities that have been correlated to invasion success. Various 
research strategies used to investigate patterns of establishment. and 
present limitations of temporal and spatial prediction, will be assessed. 
The usefulness of accurate prediction in resource management will be 
discussed in terms of control priorities, funding, and regulation. 

Welch R., M. Remillard, and C. M. McConnlck, (CRMS), Univ. of Ga. 
(706-542-2359), D. DeVrie5 and D. Jones, Everglades Natl. Park (305-
242-7800), and T. Pernas, Big Cypress (941-695-4111). Mapping exotic 
vegetation in national parks/preserves of south Florida. 
As part of the current efforts of the Center for Remote Sensing and 
Mapping Science (CRMS, Unive~ity of Georgia), and the U.S. Department 
of Interior's National Park Service (NPS) to develop a vegetation data base 
and associated 1:[5,000 scale maps for south Florida National 
ParksIPreserves. special attention is being paid to the mapping of exotic 
plant species such as cajeput (Melaleuca quinquenervia) and lather leaf 
(Colubrina asiatica). Park manage~ use these databases to plan treatment 
strategies and assess the effectiveness of eradication programs. This paper 
will describe the vegetation mapping process. data base development. and 
geographic information system (GIS) analysis for exotic plant control. 

Wells, Sandra Vardaman, Metro-Dade Parks & Rct. Dept., Nat. Areas 
Mgt. (305-257-0933). Developing community partnenhips to promote 
the preservation and management of natural resources. 
A partne~hip between citizens and government has resulted in the 
preservation and management of the Ned Glenn Nature Preserve. a globally 
imperiled pine rockland in Dade County. Invasive exotic plants. illegal 
dumping. and A TVs were degrading the site. Neighborhood civic groups 
recognized the importance of the pineland and began working with Dade 
County staff to preserve and manage it. They have initiated public meetings 
and letter-writing campaigns. lobbied government officials. obtained grants 
for exotic plant control. and helped organize and participate in volunteer 
workdays. 
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I EPPC WEB SITE: http://www.neppc.orgl 
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