
Recorded Minutes 
FLEPPC Board of Directors Conference Call 

November 9, 2016, 10:30 AM 
 

Administrative 
 

 Call to Order: 10:35 AM; Attending: Karen Brown, Gwen Burzycki, Aimee Cooper, Gayle Edwards, Jimmy Lang, Sarah 
Laroque, Greg MacDonald, Christen Mason, Mike Middlebrook, Cody Miller, Patty Smith, Sherry Williams; Not 
attending: Kris Campbell, Ruark Cleary 

 Chair Activities/Correspondence – Christen Mason 
o Christen addressed general email inquiries about invasive bamboo, and also recommendations about a ruellia 

plant received from Texas to be planted in VA (ruellia is not recommended in VA via an extension agent).  
o Christen shared information regarding a presentation by Pete Deal showing the possibility of using cows for 

biocontrol for invasive weeds, specifically praxelis. Greg MacDonald is aware of work being done out west, where 
cows are used as a method to control specific weeds on ranchland, but this would not be a good method for 
natural areas. Christen confirmed that this method of control would be for ranchland only and not in natural 
areas. Pete is hoping to get support from FLEPPC and the CISMAs. Before we can reach a resolution, it was 
suggested that Pete give us an overview of the work, either allowing him to present at a meeting, or submit a 
written report to the BOD, so that we can have a better understanding of his proposition. Additionally, it was 
suggested that we should contact the Cattleman’s Association, especially since we would like to get them more 
involved in FLEPPC efforts. 

 Treasurer’s Report – Karen Brown 
BALANCE IN CHECKING: $22,167.99 

BALANCE IN SAVINGS: $20,258.24 

TOTAL: $42,426.23 

o CHECKING: 

 There is one outstanding check*. Checking account expenditures since June include: 

 $2,500 to Crowne Plaza as a deposit for 2017 conference. 

 $500 to The Wildlife Society Invasive Species Working Group to support their attendance at a 
conference. 

 $250 charge for (I believe) a laptop for Aimee Cooper to use as secretary (purchased via 
Amazon).  

 There is one outstanding check for $2,000.00 payable to Beth Miller-Tipton of MPG for our 2017-2018 
conference negotiation with Crowne Plaza. This amount will be reimbursed to us by the hotel during the 
conference.  

o SAVINGS: 

 The CD was cashed in last July and moved to our savings account. The $5,328.49 total is earmarked for 
use as a scholarship fund some day in the name of Kathy Craddock Burks. I am not clear as to whether 
or not the funds generated by the Silent Auction go into the scholarship fund or not. This should be 
decided before the next conference if it hasn’t been decided at a previous board meeting.  

 Karen motioned for the Silent Auction funds to go into the KCB scholarship fund; Sherry 
Williams seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

 The funds from the raffle also go to the scholarship. 

 SOPs should be developed to include this information. Sherry will draw up the SOPs and the 
historical data about the fund. Sarah included this as a line item of the checklist so that it doesn’t 
fly under our radar. 

 Editor’s Report – Ruark Cleary 
o Rook forwarded an email stating that a Wildland Weeds issue will be produced soon but the date is unknown. 
o Karen sent him enough information for a complete publication in July; she edited all the articles, photos, and 

author information. It appears that the layout is the only holdup. Karen contacted a local graphic designer for an 
estimate on layout and it worked out to be $85/page. If a Wildland Weeds consisting of 20 pages is produced, the 
approximate cost would be $1,700.00. All the SE-EPPCs could participate in the payment of the graphic design 
fee at $212/per EPPC. Sherry is proposing that Wildland Weeds be a product under the SE-EPPC BOD and not 
under FLEPPC, especially since the cost would be shared from all of the SE-EPPC chapters (there are 8). 

o Karen motioned that Wildland Weeds be transitioned to the SE-EPPC board, with the creation of an editorial 
position/committee; the motion was seconded by Aimee and passed unanimously among the BOD. Sherry 



suggested making the FLEPPC Editorial Officer position into a Vice Chair/Vice President officer role for 
FLEPPC. Before any movement of these actions, a review of our bylaws and a proposal for the transition of 
Wildland Weeds to SE-EPPC BOD needs to be prepared. Sherry has agreed to draft a proposal for the BOD to 
review. Christen will also follow up with Ruark to get the current Wildland Weeds edition out ASAP. 

 Secretary’s Report – Aimee Cooper 
o The minutes from our July 26, 2016 meeting were recorded by Karen and approved by the BOD via email. These 

minutes were drafted into our Summer 2016 FLEPPC Newsletter that was distributed in late September. 
o We have discussed a revamp of our Newsletter so that it contains more useful and entertaining information. This 

next Newsletter I’m hoping to make that transition and I will need all of your help! Any success stories, upcoming 
projects, ongoing projects, events, news releases, photos, memorials, etc…you get the picture. These are not 
meant to be huge write-ups that you would typically see in Wildland Weeds, nor do we want to compete for 
information with Wildland Weeds. These should be more like summaries and stay within a 300-500 word count 
for each story, but could be shorter/longer depending on whether it’s a featured story or simply an 
announcement. Any ideas/thoughts/comments are welcomed! 

 Christen will send me a short write up about Sacchrum spontenanum 

 Send an email out to the BOD with a deadline submission of December 1st. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 Bylaws – Mike Renda 

 CEUs – Karen Brown 

 Checklists – Sarah Laroque 
o Date for the 2017 are April 12-14 

 Control and Evaluation – Greg MacDonald 
o Working with Stephen Enloe with the hack n’ squirt  

 Finance – Ruark Cleary 

 Grants –   
o CISMA – Gregg Walker 

 This is a grant opportunity for the CISMAs of Florida to support the missions of FLEPPC and FISP.  
Up to $1,500 may be awarded and must be spent in one year. Applications are due to me via email by 
5pm on February 17, 2017. Advertising for the grant began on Friday (11/4/16) via email list serves and 
web sites.  

 I will be reaching out to the committee members soon for their input. A couple of new committee 
members would be helpful. The time requirement is maybe 4-6 hours per year concentrated in the Fall 
(reviewing draft documents) and Spring (reviewing/ranking applications). The current committee 
members consist of: Kristina Serbesoff-King, Erin Myers, Chuck Bargeron, Rose Godfrey, Kris 
Campbell; Karen Brown (unable to participate in 2016 due to conference planning), Brian Nelson (did 
not participate in 2016) 

o Education – Kris Campbell 

 Candice Prince: Native and Invasive Large-Statured Grasses of Florida.  

 "Candice Prince gave a presentation titled Aquatic and Upland Grasses of Florida at the Florida 
Aquatic Plant Management Society’s Annual Training Conference. She discussed identification, 
biology, and management practices for several invasive grass species, many of which are being 
featured in the Cane Grasses of Florida field guide being funded by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant 
Council’s Kathy Craddock Burks Education Grant. The University of Florida’s Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) has assisted with final formatting of the guide, and we are using 
their vendors for printing. We recently received a final design sample proof (see attached) and 
have submitted the guide for printing. At the request of the reviewers on the Education Grant, 
we added extra species to the guide. This has greatly improved the overall quality of the guide, 
but due to these additions the format needed to change from a tri-fold to a booklet. This 
formatting change increased the printing cost and made lamination of the guide cost-prohibitive, 
so we were only able to order 300 non-laminated copies. Printed copies of the guide will be ready 
for FLEPPC’s annual conference, and we are preparing to give a grasses identification 
workshop." 

 Bob Lindemuth: Nature Coast CISMA Invasive Plants Flyer and Brochure 

 “We have had the flyers printed for months and have been distributing them at various CISMA 
events.  We have been going back and forth with the printing company about the brochure 



design.  They are having various formatting issues with the file we sent them weeks ago.  It's 
nothing that will affect the design FLEPPC approved, just borders.  Hopefully, if everything 
works out they will be printed Monday.” 

o Research – Jim Cuda 

 Legislative – Deah Lieurance 

 Membership – Gayle Edwards 
o 156 members strong 

 Merchandise – Jimmy Lang 
o Discuss if we want to order any new merchandise for the conference. 

 Nominations – Jim Burney 
o IPMA  

 Outreach – Christen Mason NEW CHAIR NEEDED 
o Sherry went to the Southern Chapter of the Horticulture Society and presented for us (she actually represented 

FLEPPC, CF CISMA, Cuplet Fern Chapter and Seminole County information. Way to go Sherry!). There were 
approximately 25 people in attendance. 

o Sherry will be attending two events in October and will bring our FLEPPC panels for display: 

 October 15 – Mead Gardens Backyard Biodiversity Day. Patty Smith attended with approximately 3,000 
in attendance.  

 October 22 – Oakland Heritage Days. Sherry attended with approximately 1,000 in attendance. 
o October 22 – Firefest Dickensen State Park. Christen attended with approximately 3,800 in attendance. 

 Plant Industry Liaison – Gary Knox  

 Plant List – Pat Howell  
o Christen ran into Pat. The committee is reviewing some new additions to the FLEPPC list and they are prepared 

to develop a 2017 list. 

 Scholarship – Tony Pernas 

 Strategic Planning – Cheryl Millett/Sherry Williams 

 Symposium Field Trips – Cody Miller 
o Sherry Williams had previously worked with Steven Enloe at UF to arrange one field trip. This trip will include a 

demonstration of the Hack and Squirt method of treatment. Steven and I have been playing phone tag and I have 
not been able to confirm any logistics for this trip. Sabastian Inlet and Indian River Lagoon State Park’s resource 
manager has agreed to do a tour of their restoration site for FLEPPC. This site is about 30 min away from the 
conference location. More details to follow. This year the CISMA session will be held the same time as the field 
trips. In the past there have always been three field trips arranged, but since the CSIMA session is the same time I 
feel this will pull a large group from the field trip pool and that two trips will be sufficient. Lunch will be ordered 
from the same location as years prior and will need to coordinate with Kris and Erin to see if they want to 
provide lunches to those participating in the CISMA session as opposed to the field trips. Looking for volunteer 
field trip leads! 

 Local Arrangements – Sherry Williams  
o Contract is signed, deposit has been sent to the event organizer, which will be returned as a credit from the hotel. 
o Food and beverage will be very similar to the previous year 
o Book some rooms at hotel to use for after the room block is booked and the hotel is full. 

 Symposium Planning/Program – Karen Brown/Sherry Williams 
o Program has not been started yet 
o We need to solicit volunteers for the Silent Auction ASAP. Christen has forwarded a solicitation letter to 

accompany requests for donations. 
o Mike Middlebrook had a suggestion about a grass ID for the conference 

 Vendor – Michael Meisenburg NEW CHAIR NEEDED 

 Website – Chuck Bargeron/Karen Brown (Liaison)  
 
Liaisons with other organizations 
 

 SE-EPPC Liaison –Christen Mason 

 NAIPC Liaison – Sherry Williams 
 
Operations 

 Old Business 

 New Business 



o FOR JANUARY MEETING: Listing standards to be presented by Sherry: The National Association of Invasive 
Plant Councils is working on a standard professionally accepted way to have invasive species plant lists added to 
(at least) green building codes through ASTM International: new Practice for Creating a List of Invasive Plants 
that are Environmentally Harmful in a Defined Region. The first attempt to get this passed was stymied by the 
horticultural industry; however, NAIPC is regrouping and developing a new strategy to re-introduce this standard. 

o Review of the post-conference survey  
o AFNN, FANN history – postpone to next BOD meeting. 
o Money to IPMA – ask the finance committee if we are able to fund  
o There was discussion to waive registration for graduate students of any SE-EPPC chapter members who are 

presenting an oral or poster presentation unless they have departmental funding. There is concern that this will 
not be fiscally sustainable in the long run. Perhaps, instead, there could be a set number of “scholarships” that 
could be designated and funded through donations from memberships.  

 
Task Force Reports  
 

 Australian Pine – Tony Pernas  

 Brazilian Pepper – Jim Cuda 

 Carrotwood – Chris Lockhart 

 Chinese Tallow – Greg Wheeler 

 Dioscorea – Christopher Kerr 

 Grasses – Greg MacDonald 

 Lygodium – LeRoy Rodgers  

 Melaleuca – Francois Laroche  

 Skunkvine – Robbie Lovestrand 
 
Schedule next board meeting 
The next Board meeting will be held ON-SITE at the Crowne Plaza Melbourne-Oceanfront 1:00 p.m. Friday, January 27, 2017  
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Christen motioned to adjourn meeting at 12:55 PM and was seconded by Karen 
 
Email Correspondence 


