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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES (Note: Mr. Robert Doren has been elected 
Chairman) I found our recent annual meeting (more than 120 
participants) to be typical of the excellent role that EPPC has 
played in the environmental community these past years. Starting 
with Congressman E. Clay Shaw's receiving the First Annual EPPC 
Environmental Excellence Award, which, by the way, was sincerely 
appreciated by the Congressman. The meeting had numerous superb 
presentations on the many aspects of the work of the council and 
it's many members, including a presentation by Mr. George Molnar 
concerning establishing a California Chapter of the EPPC. George 
has made an outstanding effort toward this end and a maj or 
contribution toward the future of EPPC. Also, my thanks goes to 
all of the presenters at this meeting who had obviously taken the 
time to prepare their talks and helped make our seminar such a 
success. 

Our 7th Annual meeting culminated the following day with our 
business meeting (unfortunately not nearly as well attended as the 
seminar) and the election of a new Chairman - a position to which 
I am honored to have been unanimously elected. I wish to thank the 
EPPC members (I think). Seriously though, the challenge of taking 
EPPC over after the excellent job our former Chairman, Mr. Don 
Schmitz, did is formidable . ... My main goals as Chairman for the 
next two years are; 1) to acquire sufficient funding to hire an 
executive director for the EPPC, 2) finalize the establishment of 
a California Chapter of the EPPC and a new third state chapter, 3) 
increase our advocacy role nationally for effecting legislation 
and funding for control, management and research on exotic pest 
plants, and in that light, 4) improve the efficiency of the EPPC 
communications. To address number one, I have added new members 
to the Director's Committee, and pointed the committee toward some 
additional goals. Number two, I plan to address by ensuring the 
council assists the California group to the best of our ability by 
providing whatever support is within our means. To address numbers 
three and four, I have already established, subject to final board 
approval, a new committee to develop a list and protocol for 

1 



political and legislative advocacy, and determine the current 
computer communication technol ogy available to EPPC Board and 
general council members. Lastly, I want to thank all the members 
of EPPC for their support and participation, we need more of you 
to become bigger participators in our activities and work, but any 
level of support and assistance is appreciated. Even just your 
membership dollars are a significant contribution. 

RESULTS OF THE 1992 EPPC ELECTIONS: 

1992-1994 OFFICERS 

Chairman: 
Robert F . Doren 
Everglades National Park 
P.O. Box 279 
Homestead, FI 33030 
Tel 305-242-7800 
FAX 305-242-7836 

Secretary: 
Sandra Vardaman 
Metro Dade County 
III N.W. First st. 
Miami, Fl 33128 
Tel 305-375-3312 
FAX 305-375-3360 

Vice-Chairman: 
Don C. Schmitz 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
2051 East Dirac Dr. 
Tallahassee, Fl 32310 
Tel 904-488-5631 
FAX 904-488-1254 

Treasurer: 
Gene Dempsey 
FDACS - Div. of Forestry 
3315 S . W. College Ave. 
Davie, Fl 33314 
Tel 305-475-9220 
FAX 305-424-9965 

1992-1994 BOARD MEMBERS 

Ted Center 
USDA - ARS 
3205 College Ave. 

Mark Maffei 
u.S . Fish & Wildlife Servo 
Rt. 1, Box 278 

Ft. Lauderdale , Fl 33314 
Tel 305 - 475-05 41 

Boynton Beach, Fl 33 437 
Tel 407-732-368 4 

FAX 3 05-476- 9169 FAX 407- 369-7190 
Dan Thayer 
South Florida Water Manage. Dist. 
P.O. Box 24680 
West Palm Beach, Fl 33416 
Tel 407-687-6129 
FAX 407 - 687-6436 

FEDERAL ISSUES - On Friday, March 13, 1992, the U.s. Dept. of 
Agricul ture (USDA) added Melaleuca guinguenervia to the Federal 
Noxious Weed list. This action came after four years on work on 
EPPC's part and two and a half years of negotiations between 
Congressman E. Clay Shaw, Jr. and the USDA . Adding melaleuca to 
the weed list means that it is now eligible for federal funds for 
the management of this species. Congressman Shaw recently 
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testified before the House Water Resources Subcommittee also in 
support of legislation authorizing construction of a Melaleuca Bio
Control Quarantine/ Research facility. Lastly, Congressman Shaw 
appeared before the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee 
and testified for an increase in the Agriculture Research Service's 
budget for noxious weed research. Unfortunately, the Melaleuca 
biocontrol quarantine/ research facility was not funded for this 
next fiscal year because of tight federal budget constraints (no 
new federal projects were funded throughout the United States). 
congressmen Shaw has vowed to push even harder for funds for 
noxious weed eradication and the construction of the research 
facility. 

The U.S. Dept. of Interior's Fish and wildlife Service has 
completed its option paper on the intentional (exotic species) 
introductions policy review that will be presented to Congress in 
the future. This paper was prepared in response to the zebra 
mussel invasion in the Great Lakes and is part of the recently 
passed Non-indigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act. 
This paper covers options such as prohibitions and enforcement, 
permit systems, protocols and National Environmental Policy Act
like review processes, inter-jurisdictional decision methods, model 
state codes, education and extension, existing authority, and codes 
of good business practices. For a copy of this option paper, 
please write to: Intentional Introductions Policy Review Committee, 
c/o Dr. Dennis Lassuy, U.S . Fish and wildlife Service (820 ARLSQ), 
U.S. Department of Interior, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C., 
20240. 

CALIFORNIA EPPC CHAPTER MEETING TO BE HELD - The California Chapter 
of the EPPC is scheduled to hold its first organizational meeting 
and symposium on Oct. 9- 10 , 1992, in Morro Bay, California. The 
symposium will feature leading academicians, non-profit and public 
agency personnel, and field practitioners working on the problems 
of invasive exotic plants in the California region. The symposium 
is also intended to function as a kick-off meeting to launch a new 
chapter of EPPC. The present Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
EPPC (Mr. Bob Doren and Mr. Don Schmitz) are planning to be in 
attendence at this important meeting. For more information about 
this California EPPC meeting, call Mr. George Molnar at (415) 556-
0581. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY ASSIGNS A FULL TIMER TO FIGHT EXOTICS -
Alien weed infestations constitute severe threats to many preserves 
managed by The Nature conservancy (TNC) in Florida and the rest of 
the nation. Last summer, the TNC hired Dr. John Randall as an 
Invasive Weed Specialist in response to cries f or help with these 
problems from preserve managers and stewards. Dr. Randall's duties 
include: 1. acting as a "switchboard " to facilitate the exchange 
of information on weeds, not only among TNC stewards, but with 
resource managers and researchers from other organizations and 
agencies; 2. coordinating efforts to develop policies on weed 
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control with TNC; 3. conducting research on weed ecology and 
control and promoting research on these topics on TNC preserves; 
and 4. coordinating and updating TNC's data on weeds and control 
methods. Also, Dr. Randall is working with Mr. Molnar at 
establishing a California Chapter of the EPPC . Dr. Randall can be 
contacted at: Exotic Species Program, The Nature Conserv ancy, 6500 
Desmond Road, Galt, CA 9532, 916-684-6821. 

RATE OF MELALEUCA EXPANSION - Mr. Francois Laroche and Ms. Amy 
Ferriter, who are with the South Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD), have recently completed an assessment of the expansion 
rate of melaleuca in South Florida. The v arious methods they used 
included aerial photo interpretation, digital image analysis, 
ground truthing surveys, and GIS analysis. Based on their study , 
the current melaleuca infestation (an estimated 400,000 acres) has 
the potential to invade all of the wetlands in southern Florida 
within the nex t 50 years. Also, they estimated an approximately 
50 acres of wetlands per day are being replaced by melaleuca . 

HABITAT RESTORATION EFFORTS BY ST. PETERSBURG - In 1988, the City 
of St . Petersburg created an environmental enhancement program, 
with a dedicated source of revenue to fund habitat restoration 
proj ects. This program is implemented by the City's Planning 
Department. Each project involves the removal of nuisance exotic 
species, Schinus , Casurina, and Melaleuca, and replanting 
appropriate native species. In some cases, the projects include 
regrading an area to prevent re-infestation by the exotics. Three 
projects have been successfully completed, totalling more than 15 
acres. They include the shoreline of a city park on a drainage 
canal and a maple-dominated hardwood swamp. Two more projects are 
in progress at this time, to be completed this year . They are an 
island on a freshwater lake and a 3-acre tidal estuary. Projects 
are conducted on city-owned property such as drainage facilities, 
undeveloped parkland and nature parks. The City seeks co
sponsorship for projects such as from the SWIM (Surface Water 
Improvement and Management) Program of the local water management 
d istrict. 

The completed proj ects have proved highly successful , with <5% 
regrowth. continued exotic removal maintenance is planned for a 
minimum of 3 years. The projects have also provided significant 
educational value for visi tors and through newspaper and television 
media. Media coverage has emphasized the importance of removing 
nuisance exotic vegetation and the benefits of a diverse system of 
native species. 

In addition to restoration work , the city has several ongoing 
public education efforts, including promoting the use of native 
species through a "Recomme nded Trees" brochure, and a monthly 
television program on the local government public acce ss channel . 
The television programs include features about local tree 
protection regulations, the benefits of native plants, the problems 
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with nuisance exotic species, and visits to habitat restoration 
proj ects. For more information, contact Julie Weston, Urban 
Forester, st. Petersburg Planning Department, P.O. Box 2842, St . 
Petersburg, FL 33731, or (813) 892-5182. 

SAVANNAS STATE RESERVE EXOTIC REMOVAL PLAN - The Savannas State 
Reserve (SSR) is a 4,500 acre area located in Martin and st . Lucie 
Counties, and is managed by the Dept. of Natural Resource's 
Division of State Lands. The SSR comprises the best remaining 
segment of coastal freshwater marsh or "savanna" ecosystem in 
Southeast Florida. SSR has experienced a moderate, but still 
controllable extent of invasion by exotic plants, particularly 
melaleuca and Brazilian pepper. While the exotic plant inv asion 
is widespread, the invasion is limited to approximately 18 sites 
of varying age and density. Notwithstanding, the potential for 
formation of extensive monospecific cultures clearly exists. 
Therefore, the Department has prepared an exotic plant removal plan 
that will: (1) list all exotic plants known to occur within the 
SSR; (2) identify locations of melaleuca and Brazilian pepper 
i nfestations; and (3) present a plan of attack and methodology 
which should allow DNR staff to remove the identified infestations 
within a five year period (emphasizes a melaleuca-first, outlier
first removal strategy). Also included in the plan is a tracking 
form to assist staff in accounting for the result of their removal 
effort . Copies of the Savannas State Reserve Exotic Removal Plan 
can be obtained from Mr. Bob Przekop, Reserve Manager, SSR, DNR, 
Fort Pierce (407) 468-4097, or Mr. Leo Minasian, Office of Land Use 
Planning and Biological Services, DNR, Tallahassee (904) 488-8346. 

CHINESE TALLOW LlTERlI:TURE REVIEW COMPLETE - A recent scientific 
literature review of the Chinese tallow tree (Sapium sebiferum) was 
completed by DNR's Dr. Douglas Oliver. It appears that this tree, 
labeled as the "north Florida melaleuca," was first introduced to 
the Gulf coast states in significant numbers in the early 1900's 
and is apparently established from South Carolina south to Florida 
and west to Texas. The range in Florida appears to be from the 
Florida/Alabama border to south-central Florida. Also, Chinese 
tallow has formed large populations near Jacksonville and 
Tallahassee. Alarmingly, this species has already i nvaded and 
dominated low-lying areas along the U.S. Gulf Coast and has a high 
flood tolerance . For a copy of this review, please contact Dr. 
Oliver at DNR, 3917 Commonwealth Blvd ., Tallahassee, FL, 32399, 
(904) 487-2600 . 

MEMBERSHIP FEES - Note: If you paid the registration fee at our 
past annual meeting that was held in West Palm Beach, means that 
your dues for membership in the EPPC are paid in full for 1992. 
However, the next year annual dues will be due on January 1, 1993 
rather than at our next annual meeting. A letter with an EPPC 
application will be sent to you during the fall advising you that 
your membership fee is due. 
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