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Chairman's notes by Bob Doren 

I guess it's my sense of humor, and the 
occurrence of numerous little (and one BlG) 
epiphanies over the last 18 months - as 
constant reminders that things move on and 
so should I - that h"s kept me going. A...,d, 
despite my reproachful resignation - due 
only to some foul weather - I find to my 
own great amusement that I . am still 
Chairman. To that end, I thank the current 
board members for their boundless support 
of me during my post-Andrew depression, 
and their endorsement for m y remaining 
months as chairman . Ergo, my 
unresignation. However, come our annual 

. meeting in March, a new chairman shall be 
elected as it will truly be the end of my 
tenure as ord!lin.ed in EPPC's by laws. 

I harken back to my first Chairman's notes 
from the newsletter of Spring-Summer 1992 
- ·that fateful year with Andrew - and think 
some updates are in order. At the meeting 
Congressman E. Clay Shaw was the 

. recipient . of our 1991 Annual. Award of 
Environmental Excellence. Ow; recipient for 
1992 is Mr. Anthony J. Clemente, Assistant 
County Manager, Dade County. His work 
toward sound land-use planning and 
environmental work with wetland . 
preservation and exotic control issues is the 
reason he was chosen by the board as last 
year's recipient. ·It-is·heartily-deserved, Due· 
to the craziness of the past year, we never 
had a 1993 annual meeting so we are 
awardmg the 1992 award in 1994. I guess a 
break in the annual .award won't hurt. 
George Molnar . was also recognized for his 
contributions to the Florida EPPC and 
California EPPC w ith a p laque presented to 
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him at the CalEPPC meeting in October. 
This was just a small token to say thanks for 
all that George has done and is continuing 
to do so for EPPC. 

My goals in the Spring of 1992 were, as I 
already knew, ambitious . Bu t if you never 
maximize your ideals, and take risks, you 
never really get any thing worth having. I 

. said 1 wanted to acquire sufficient funds to 
hire an executive director. We didn't get the 
money. We did appoint an interim 

. e x ecutive director, M ike Scott. 
Unfortuna tely, his ideas and the board 's did 
not mesh and his interim position ended . 
We are still searching for sufficient funding 
and for an executive director. I also wanted 
to finalize the California chapter of the 
EPPC and start a new third chapter 
elsewhere. We helped CalEPPC get their 
feet on the ground. CalEPPC has been 

·successful beyond anyone's wildest dreams. 
Their activities and achievements remind me 
of what this EPPC chapter used to ·be like . 
Our inertia ·seems to have held us back: 
Finding enough enthusiastic people able to 
support all of our activities has. been difficult . 
at best California doesn't seem to have this 
problem and l ·w ish them continued success. 
Maybe they can help us in the future. We 
also are supporting the initiatives exploring 

.. -the .: . .establishn:>enL .. of two new EPPC 
chapters. One in Oregon for the Pacific 
Northv/est and one in · Tennessee for the 
Appalachian area. Someone humorously 
suggested AppalEPPC as the latter's new 
name. Maybe FloraEPPC for us? I will be 
~oing to the m eeting in Pendleton, Oregon 
to help in establishing a cha p ter in the 
Pac ific. Northwes t .and Jim Duquesnel will 



represent us at Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville. Number 3 on the list was, 
increase our advocacy roU nationally. I 
think we're moving along here. We have 
developed good support with several 
members of Congress and we are preparing 
a national level brochure about EPPC and 
our mission. Also, our 1993 list of Invasive 
Exotic Pest Plants (committee chaired by Dr. 
Dan Austin) is out and numerous local, and 
state agenCies are beginning to use it to 
legislate which plants may and may not be 
planted on public lands. This is really quite 
an achievement and I want to thank the 
committee, and especially Dan for the 
outstanding work that they have been 
putting into the list. We have been 
instrumental in s'upporting the 
Congressional . Office of Technology 
Assessment in their report of exotic pest 

' problems to Congress, and we have been 
continuing to get the message out to the 
news media whenever we can. People are 
beginning to listen and respond. My . last 
goal was to improve the efficiency of EPPC 

. communications. First, the good news. Don 
Schmitz, the "wunderkind" is the chainnan 
of the conunittee to develop ' a mailing list 
for better .political and legislative advocacy 
through ' targeted ' mailings for membership. 
The bad news. We 'haven't done ·a. thing on ' 
investigating our computer communications .>. 

. capabilities, " . . " 

. Overall, EPPC is still '. a strong, well 
respected -organization. We have taken a 
strong leadership 'role regarding the' threat 
of exotic pest 'plants and have influenced 
many people regarding the seriousness of 
the issue. But, we need people willing to 
serve on the bOllrd as new board members 
will be elected. We need people willing to 
be on conunitt""$, chair conuni.ttees. and 
begin new conunittees with new ideas to 
implement I hope the next ch~an will 
have the reward I've had seeing us become 
an organization with impact, and hope that 
each of you will support and become 
actively involved in EPPC. !hank you. 
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EPPC Annuall\-Ieeting 

We are having our annual meeting on 
March 17 and 18, 1994, at the UniveTSlty of 
Central Florida in Orlando. The main topic 
of the meeting will be: Effects of disturbance 
on natural landscapes: Does it enhance 
susceptibility to invasion by exotic plants ? This 
will be an opportunity to hear some 
excellent presentations from experts in the 
field of pest plant research and 
management. Also, we will award our 1992 
recipient of the EPPC Environmental Award 
of Excellence. A full agenda of the meeting 
and location map will be mailed out to you 
in' mid-February, 1994. 

If you are interested in 'presenting a paper, 
please send, or fax, a title to : Don Schmitz, 
FDEP, 2051 East Dirac Dr., Tallahassee, FL 
32310 FAX (904) 488-1254. 

A Congressional Inquiry 

The u.s. Congress Office of Technology 
Assessmet's (OTA) report on harmful non
indigenous species in the United States was 
released this past ' October. This 
comprehensive report reviewed the 
consequences of invasive alien species in the 
U.s., the pathways of introductions, decision 
making protocols concerning the release of 
alien species; technologies for preventing 
unintentional and illegal . introductions, 
current national policy and regulations, state 
and local approaches from a national 
perspecnve, case studies in Florida and 
Hawaii, genetically engineered organisms, 
and international law and global change. 
Based . on this extensive review, OT A 
concluded that alien species are creating a 
growing . economJc and environmental 

'-burden for -the country ... ·For a copy of this 
report, . , call or ' write: New Orders, 
Superintendent. of Documents, PO. Box 
371954, . Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. ' Cost 
$21.00. 



Kudzu (Pueraria montana, formerly Lobato) 
is the incredibly deIlBe vine with large leaves 
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covering hillsides, barns, and entire forests throughout 
the southeastern United States. Kudzu was first brought 
from its native region, eastern Asia, to North America in 1876. 
By the 1930s, the federal Soil Conservation Service was touting 
kudzu as the Savior of the South and encouraged planting it to 
control soil erosion. Local communities held kudzu festivals 
and named their most· favored daughters "Kudzu Queens." 
Until the 1940s, farmers were paid to plant kudzu 
instead of crops to, hopefully, replenish depleted soils. 
Later, the federal payments stopped, but kudzu didn't. 

. ·Until recently, botanists held that-· the 
voracious vine's spread to sub· tropical 
South Florida was unlikely since the 
temperate zone plant probably couldn't 
survive the region's endless summers. 
But, like so many other invasive plants, it 
has disproved the experts. 

In August 1992, Dr. Dan Austin (Florida 
Atlantic University) confirmed the worst 
fears of Florida Power and Light inspectors 
and South Florida Water Management 
District biologists. . A number of small 
patches of the vine were found in the 

: Everglades Water Conservation Areas in 
western Broward County: Until this 

. ' discovery, the plant's southernmost 
infestation was thought to be in the Ocala, 
GaiIiesville area: 

, With most weeds, - herbicide applications 
usually provide cOst.effective control. 
However, no single herbicide application is 
likely to kill kudzu, roots and all. Also, 
what looks like a single kudzu infestation 
may include dozens of. individuals since 
entire new. plants can take root from each 
leafsegmenUnode along.the vine_Bummer. , 
1992 GARLON 3A treatments iriitially ' 
browned most of the vines. But by spring 
1993 many tubers were pushing out new 
growth. - SPIKE ' granules -were then 
applied to all new sprouts. SPIKE hadn't 
been' the first choice since most of the 
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kudzu was growing on levee slopes and 
canal banks where loss of all vegetation 
could lead to erosion. But. SPIKE applied 
to small patches of regrowth has kept the 
kudzu under control without causing 
erosion. Since the SPIKE applications, 
kudzu tubers have continued to have new 
'flushes of growth but the plant's leaves are 
chlorotic and short· lived, showing 
continuing herbicide activi~y. Kudzu will 
stay off lists of South Florida's flora only 
with continued monitoring of tbe Broward 
County sites and vigilance throughout the 
region .. Mike Bodle, South Florida Water 
Management District" P :0. Box 24680, 
West Palm Beach, FI 33416·4680 . 

/nWLraUorLS courte3Y 0/ Alabama Coopera!ive Exluuion 
&ruiee. Auburn Uniuu$ity. Artut: C. Bruce [)UIH"U .. 



Afte·r Andrew: Vines Threaten Dade 
County Hammocks 

Following Hurricane Andrew, the loss of 
tree canopy in Dade County's tropical 
hardwood hammocks and the consequent 
spread of exotic pest-plants have posed the 
greatest threat to the re-establishment of 
native vegetation. The Natural Areas 
Management Division of the Dade County 
Parks Department is making noticeable 
progress in the restoration of four of these 
hammocks: Matheson Hammock, Snapper 
Creek Hammock, Castellow Hammock and 
the hammock at the Charles Deering Estate. 

Over the past 6 months, steady gains have 
been made in · the systematic treatment of 
more than 50 exotic pest-plants. The five 
most troublesome of these are vines: chinese 
fever vine, or skunk vine (Paederin foetida), 
air potato or air yam(Dioscorea m,IUifera), two 
species of jasmine Uasminum dicholomum, J. 
flu·minense) and wood rose (Merremu. 

. tuberosa) . . 

Although the efforts made thus far in the. 
restoration of these natural areas have been 

: e:,couraging, the end of the rainy season has 
brought a couple of unwelcome surprises. 

. Two - of the most pernicious exotic pest- -
plants in the hammocks, air potato and 
skunk vine, have been found in flower. Air 
potato was reported in Long and Lakela's A 
Flora afTropical Florida as not flowering in 
our area. Researchers at Fairchild Tropical 
Garden report that it does flower, but 
infrequently. Th,~ individual plants have · 
been · examined and show both staminate 
and p·istillate flowers. D'i'veloping fruits are 
present on both species ·at the Matheson, 
Castellow, and Deering Estate .hammocks. 
Vegetatively, the colonizing abilities of these 
two species is remarkable; now with wind
dispersed seeds a possibility, the potential 
for greater spread of these vines is 
imminent. 
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This post-hurricane na tural areas recover;· 
effort is currently funded for a year by ~ 
half-million dollar grant from the Knight 
Foundation. In 1994, a grant from the State 
of Florida totalling 5.4 million dollars will 
become available to continue restoration of 
these, as well as additional hammocks and 
pinelands. Laurie McHargue, Dade 
County Park and Recreation Department. 
22200 SW 137th Ave., Miami, FL 33170. 

Quarantine Facility Funded 

Kudos are due the entire Florida 
Congressional delegation for obtaining the 
first of two $1 million installments for 
construction of a desperately needed 
quarantine facility in South Florida. Rep . E. 
Clay Shaw Jr. and his staff spearheaded the 
effort and labored tirelessly to ensure that 
language appropriating the funds was 
retained in the final version of the FY 1994 
Energy and Water Appropriations Bill 
passed by Congress in October. Special 
Thanks are also due all EPPC.members who 
lobbied on behalf of the quarantine facility. 
Also, a. permanent increase · needs to be 
included in the USDA AgnculturalResearch 
Service budget and earmarked specifically 
for staffing and operations of the new 
facility . . 

Host screening trials with Dryops villosa 
began . in January of this year and shifted 
into high gear after receipt in April of 
additional weevils from Australia. Adult 
feeding trials are nearly complete and have 
been very encouraging. The adults prefer 
melaleuca when given a choice, but did feed 
modestly . on a· few other ·species when 
isolated on these plants. Larvae are now 
being offered plants damaged during the no
choice trials to determine ·whether any are 
suitable developmental hosts. Larvae are 
haVing to be imported from A~stralia for 
these trials because the adults received 
earlier in the year have entered into what 
.appears to be a dispause. Attempts ·to 
establish a laboratory colony of the sawfly 



Lophy rotoma : onalis have been thus far 
unsuccessful. F, adults emergmg from 
larvae cultured in quarantine have all been 
males. Studies are underway to determine 
whether this failure to prod uce . females is 
related to diet. - Allen Dray, University of 
Florida, 3205 SW College Ave., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33314. 

CalEPPC Annual Meeting a Success 

Francois Laroche represented the Florida 
EPPC chapter ,at CaIEPPC's annual meeting. 
held in the Los Angeles area, this past 
October. More than 120 people attended the 
symposium. Francois presented a plaque, 
on behalf of Florida EPPC, to George 
Molnar, for his dedication and hard work in 
establishing both Florida EPPC and 
CaIEPPC. The keynote speaker, Marcel 
Rejmanek, Associate professor, University of 
California spoke on the topic of predicting 

. the invasiveness of exotic pest plants. The 
symposium included 'three paper sessions 
(Public Policy in Controlling Pest Plants, 
'Control , Technologies, and Agency 
Perspectives and Strategies), informal 
discussion groups, a poster session 
(including CaIEPPC's novel , "Most 
Unwanted" posters), working group reports, 
and an Action Plan for 1994. The meeting ' 
ended with ' a field trip to ,several project 
sites in the Santa Monica Mountains and 

, . - Malibu Lagoon Area. For' more info, call 
_ '." . " :. Francois Laroch<c ,at (407) .687-61_~3 . . , . ' _ 

--... · -'o·;.-.1·.:.. ~ :;: ~ . -.;:. - -~-:-~\ -. - ' : .. ::~ --
.!. ; 

Biologicar Pollution symposium now 
available 

A little more than two' years ago, the 
magnitude of the problein of invasive alien 
species ' prompted action by the Indiana 
academy of Science to hold a symposium on 

' the topic. The proceedings of the' 
' symposium feature 21 of the presentations ' 
given at that meeting. Papers focus on 
causes, case studies, . control mea"ures, 
managemen t practices, ecologic and 
economic consequences, and policy. To 
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order and / or get- in formdtion on quantity 
d'SCOunt, contact Bill N McKnight, lAS 
Publications, 1102 North Butler Ave .. 
Indianapolis, IN 46219, (31 7) 352-1970. The 
cost is 530.00 plus $2.50 for p&h. 

Catc1aw mimosa update 

In May, 1993, representatives of the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
University of 'Florida, and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection 
met to develop an environmentally sound 
eradication plan for Mimosa pel/ita (formerly 
pigra). The consensus of this working group 
was to develop a two person eradication 
team solely responsible for conducting 
detailed surveys and trea tments of catclaw 
mimosa throughout it's known infestation 
areas. In ' addition, it was agreed that 
additional ' research on herbicide efficacy, 
seed bank dynamiCS, and soil sterilants was 
needed. Lastly, it was agreed that current 
control contracts be , main'tained, at a 
reduced level, to provide backup to the two 
person team. 

A proposal was submitted, to . the 
southeastern regional office of the ' USDA -
APHIS, PPQ , to implement this program. 
The initial response was positive with a 
commitment of $32,000 for FY 93/ 94 to 
eradicate this Federal Noxious Weed. The 
USDA withdrew support of this program in 

, September however" citing ' budgetary 
restraints.' 

, Native Plant Society 'notes invasive 
exotics 

The fall issue of the Palmetto, the Florida 
Native Plant, Society. quarU;rly publication, 
features articles about seyeral of Florida~ s 
exotic pest plant problems. ' Short articles 
appeared , about Chinese tallow (Sapium 
sebiferum), Stinking paSSion-flower (Passiflora 
j oe/ida), and tropical soda apple (Solanum 

,vUirum ), along with EPPC's list of Florida's 
most invasive exotics. Way to go FNPS! 
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Eligibility for membership: Membership in the Exotic Pest Plant Council is open to 

individuals who are interested in encouraging and promoting the development of knowledge 
COD""ming invasive exotic plant management Payment of dues entitles EPPC members to 

receive the EPPC Newsletter, a quarterly publication. Please emit funds, payable to the 
Exotic Pest Plant Council. The EPPC is a 501-0 non-profit organization. incorporated in the 
State of Florida Your membership fee I canmbution is tax deducoble . 

• Note: This copy of the application for membership f= is provided for new members or 
those EPPC members who have not paid their 1992 membership fee. 

Membership Type 

Student 
locli vidual 
Conmbuting 
Institutional 
Sustaining 
Lifetime Sustaining 

Membership feelcanmbution 

SIO 
S20 
$50 
S100 
S250 
S1000 

Type of membership: ________________ _ 

Check one: New Member . Old Member __ 

Name: -----------------------------------------
Agency/Compa:Jy: _____________________________________ _ 

- Acldress:-______________ -,-________ -'-__ _ 

City: 

Sta~~COunty: ___________________________________ _ 

Phone (office): 

FAX number: ____________________________ _ 
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Mail to : 
Allen Dray 
University of FliJrida, [FAS. REC 
3205 CoUege Ave. 
Ft. Lauderdale. FL 333 14 




