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Florida EPPC 
A NOTE FROM THE 

NEW CHAIR 

Early in the 1980s, Gene Takekawa of 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge (now the 
Arth ... R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife 
Refuge) and Rebecca Burkhead of Big Cypress 
National Preserve were comparing various melaleuca 
control techniques and treatment results. They began 
to think that it would be of great benefit for resource 
maft0gers to get together to share information on 
maft0gement techniques for melaleuca, BraZilian 
pepper, and Australian pIne. During 'ExotIC Woody 
Plant Workshops' held ,n 1982 and 1984, the idea of 
the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council was born and 
FLEPPC was established in 1984. 

That's how I got it from J ayce Kleen who was 
also port of this beginning. But enough of that for 
now because Joyce has promised to relate this history 
to us '" on upcoming issue of W Idland Weeds. From 
this beginning, which waS not so long ago, FLEPPC has 
matured into a professional society with over 330 
members and annual meetings attended by over 250 
participants. We have, as envisioned by the FLEPPC 
Charter Members, compiled and mode available control 
methods for invasive species, developed a list of 
Florida's most invasive species, encouraged continued 
research on the identification, biology and control of 
inyosive plants, established a research scholarship 
fund, and thanks to our : Webmaster, Tony Pernas, we 
have moved into the new century prOViding 
information via the Internet. Toking the FLEPPC lead, 
there are now Exotic Pest Plant Councils organizing 
throughout the country and the Southeast ExotiC Pest 
Plant Council is providing regional focus to invasive 
plant control. 

We've made great strides since 1984 but it 
has not been an easy ride. Although our mission: to 

protect Florida's natural areas from inyosive plant 
species: by promoting public education and research, 
seems simple enough, we have been accused of having 
various 'agendas: being unscientific, and called such 
things as plant-haters and weed Nazis. We have met 
the challenges professionally and helped bring the 
concerns over invasive plant species to the forefront. 
FLEPPC is now in a position to make more of a 
difference than ever before. With new state and 
regional EPPes forming, the Federal Invasive Species 
Advisory Council.initiatives, and growing international 
concerns over invasive plant species, we will need to 
work harder than ever to carry out the vision that 
those such as Rebecca Burkhead, Gene Takekawa, and 
J ayce Kleen had for FLEPPC to protect Florida's 
natural areas from invasive exotic plant species. I 
look forward to working along with all of the 
membership as Chair of FLEPPC toward these goals. 

Ken Langeland, July 2000 

Don't forget to visit the web page 

www,fleppc.org 
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OFFICERS 
Chairperson - Ken Langeland 352.392.9614 

kal@gnv.lfas.uf!.edu 

!'ast-Chair-Tony fernas 305.242.7846 

tony.pemas@nps.gov 

Treasurer - Dan Thaver 561.682.6129 

dthayer@sfwmd.gov 

Editor - Amy Ferriter 561.682.6097 

aferrlte@sfwmd.gov 

Secretary - Jackie Smith 561.791.4720 

smithj1@mall.state.fl.us 

DIRECTORS 

Milse Bodle - S61.682.6132 2 of 2 years 

mbodle@sfwmd.Qov 

Hillary Chem - 3S2.336.2623 2 of 2 years 

hcheny@ufl.edy 

Francois Laroche - 561-682-6193 2 of 2 years 

flaroche@sfwmd.gov 

Brian Nelson - 352.796.7211 2 of 2 years 

brian.nelson@swfwmd.slate.fl.us 

Alison Fox - 352.392.8101 1 of 2 years 

amfox@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 

Dennis Giardina - 941.6S7.7637 1 of 2 years 

dennis giardina@fws.gov 

Christine Sutter - 904.362.1001 1 of 2 years 

sutter C@srwmd.slate.fl.us 

Phil Waller 863.619.62SS 1 of 2 years 

phILwaller@py.cyanamld.com 

COMMmEE CHAIRS 
By·Laws - Dennis Giardina - 941.657.7637 

Cast Liaison - Ken Langeland - 850.392.9614 

Editorial - Amy Ferriter - 561.682.6097 

Education - Hillary Cherry - 352.336.2623 

legislative - Phil Waller - 863.619.6255 

Local Arrangements - J. B. Miller- 904.794.5959 

Membership/Publicity - Andrea Van Loan - 352.372.3505 

Merchandise - Jackie Smith - 561. 791.4720 

Nominations - Tony Pemas - 941.95.4111 

Plant Industry liaison - Doria Gordon - 352.392.5949 

Greg Jublnsky - 850.487.2600 

Plant List - Dan Austin - 561.297.3320 

Kathy Burks. DEP - 850.487.2600 

Publications - Dan Clark - 352.392.9614 

Research - John Volin - 954.236.1115 

SOP - Bob Doren - 305-348.6721 

Symposium Program - Kathy Burks - 850.487.2600 

Training - Jim Duquesnel - 305.451.1202 

Vendors - Phil Waller - 941.619.6255 

WORKING GROUPS 

Australian Pines - Robert Egan - 954.788.8018 

Brazilian Pepper - Dean Barber - 407.275.4004 

Carrotwood - Ed Freeman - 941.378.6142 

Chris Lockhart- 561.738.1179 

Chinese Tallow - Greg Jublnsky - 850.487.2600 

Cheryl McCormick 

DioSC0f63 - Mike Bodle - 561.682.6132 

Exotic Grasses - Vacant 

Lygodium - Amy Ferriter - 561.682.6097 

Melaleuca - Francois Laroche - 561.682.6193 

skunkvine - Brian Nelson - 352.796.7211 

Sheryl Bowman - 813.672.7876 
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FLEPPC 
Board of Director's meeting 

Key Largo, FL 

Tony called the meeting to order at 3:20 p,m, Officers 
and Directors present included Tony Pemas, Dan 
Thayer, Ken Langeland, MIke Bodle, Keith Bradley, 
Hillaoy Cheroy, Ed Freeman, Doria Gordon, Francois 
Laroche, and Brian Nelson Others present were Bill 
Snyer, Dennis Giardina, Diane Beane, Kathy Burks, Jim 
Duquesnel, J B, Miller, Phil Waller, Jim Bumey, Robert 
Egan, Chuck Nohejl, JoAnna Baber & Dick Roberts, 

Correspondence 

Tony discussed the following items he received : 
1 Letter and check for $300 from Clyde Butcher 

representing a donation to EPPC, part of which is 
from the sale of Melaleuca walking slicks, 

2, Letter from GEAR thanking EPPC for supporting 
their recent Air Potato Roundup, 

3_ Development of Exotics Program in Collier County, 
4 Discussed new executive order (President) 

conceming use of native plants around new federal 
buildings 

5 Letter from Ellen Raabe, USGS conceming potential 
role of exotic species in land build,ng along coastal 
areas . 

Treasurer's and Financial Committee Report 

Dan Thayer reported that the Council's assets currently 
totaled $57,000 and that he had processed a record 
number of pre~registrants for the meeting. A motion was 
made & approved to accept the treasurer's report 
(F, Laroche/D. Gordon), 

Editor's Report 

Ken Langeland presented the Editor's Report for Amy 
Ferriter Ken indicated that the summer issue of 
Wildland Weeds magazine is at the printer. A lengthy 
discussion occurred conceming changing the ownership 
Wildland Weeds magazine from FL EPPC to the SE 
EPPC to make it more of a regional magazine, A motion 
(0 Thayer/D Gordon) was approved for the Board to 
continue to pursue this arrangement contingent upon the 
result of a straw vote of members at the annual business 
meeting, 

Committee Reports 

Bylaws - Francois Laroche 
Francois led a discussion concem whether or not the by
laws should specify who would act as chairman of the 
nomination committee. Currently the chairman can 
appoint the chairman of the nomination committee and 
the Board agreed not to change the existing by-laws, 

Education - Jim Duquesnel 
Ken Langeland and Jim continue to work together to develop. 
training manual for the new non-indlgenous plant management on 
narural areas certification. 

Legislative - Phil Waller 
Phil WaDer indicated that the FL Dept of Environmental Protectio 
got $4 milDon for upland-exotic plant control for fiscal year 2000-
2001. AdditionaHy, the Florida Forever glRch bill did notaffecl 
exotic plant management funding. 

Local Arrangements - Tony Pemas 
The Board had a lengthy discussion concerning canceling or 
changing the date of the 2001 FL EPPC meeting to reduce or 
avoid schedulingltravel confUcls with the upcoming SE EPPC 
meeting in Atlanta next March. A motion (E. FreemaniK. Bradley) 
to change the date of the 2001 FL EPPC meeting from spring to 
September failed to pass. A second motion (B. Nelson/H. Cherry 
to change the annual meeting date to September 2001 provided a 
majority of the members at the annual business meeting 
supported the change was amended (8. NelsonIF. Laroche) 
requiring at least two thirds of the members at the annual buslne 
meeting approve the change. The amendment and original 
motion passed. 

Membership - Brian Nelson 
Brian indicated that press releases had been sent to 
approximately thirty radios and TV stations newspapers and 
magazine telling them about EPPC and the annual meeting. 
Hillary and Francois discussed their Ideas concerning a new 
EPPC display, The new display will consist of Individual one
species poster panels, whitlh will be laminated and can be easily 
changed depending upon the local species of concern A motion 
(B_ Nelson/F, Laroche) passed thanking Phil Waller and American 
Cyanamid for donating to a new display board. 

Education/Awareness - Hillary Cherry 
Hillary has agreed to chair this new committee and she is workjng 
on a packet to assist local governments to get grants for exotic 
species events. 

Plant Industry Liaison - Doria Gordon 
Doria summarized the recent May 4 meeting with FNGA which 
focused on Category II species FNGA is working on a survey to 
determine the economic importance of Category II species to the 
industry_ They also discussed toying to get the Landscape 
Maintenance Association more involved. She discussed the 
potential for a series of articles by FNGA in Southern living 
magazine, which would be joinUy written by EPPCIFNGA. Greg 
Jubinsky provided information on alternative methods of non
native plant disposal, which included fuel, fent e posts, 
particleboard etc. Greg committed to summarizing this 
information for a report in GreenUnes. FNGA requested and 
Doria has prepared a list of actions EPPC has completed relating 
to industry concerns. 

Plant List - Kathy Burks 
Kathy informed the group of the passing of Mark McMann, a 
longtime plant list committee member. The committee will be 
meeting soon to discuss the 2001 plant list update, Kathy 
indicated that now is a good time to provide any relevant 
information for putting plants on or off of the plant list. Please 
contact Kathy if you have information to conbibute. Kathy is 
working on an explanation of why Florida has more than one 
prohibRed plantlisl. Kathy Introduced Diane Beane, a new DEP, 
Bureau of Invasive Ptant Management employee, who will be 
working on the EPPC/DEP database, 
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Publications - Ken Langeland 
Printed EPPC plant IIsIB ara now avaHable from Ken. Ken ha. a 
draft 011he new _live plant conlrollralnlng manual. Ken 
_ IhaI Dan Cieri< wooId be Ihe new publications 
commillee cha~man. 

Rasearch - Doria Gordon 
The research committee met to discuss eleven research 
propooals. wI1Ich had been oubmitted. Four proposals were 
chosen to receive fulding through EPPC. The winners will be 
announced at 1he annual business meeting. Awarde .. will be 
expected to preaenllller results at a ItIture EPPC meeting. 

Program - Ken Langeland 
Ken discussed 1he proposed meeting program and required 
changes. He indicated lllallllere were donations lor door prizes 
and he had purchased some old but good book. to give away. 
Some reprints were also donated by O'8risky's BookStore. 

Working Groups 

Carrotwood - CMs Lockhart will be taking over Ihis committee. 

Chinese Tallow - No Report 

Exotic Vines - No Report 

Exotic Grasses - No Report 

Maleleuca - Francois Laroche indicated lllat coples 01 the 
revised report Mfe stirI available , 

Lygodlum - The draft managemenl plant will be completed by 1 
August 00. 

Skunkvlne - Brian Nelson indicated that copies 01 the final 
Skunkvine BMP report by Ihe UF Center lor Aquatic and Invasive 
Plants io available from 1he Center or by caling Brian at (352) 
796-7211 ext. 4537. 

A motion (D. GordonlF. Laroche) to approve Ihe working group 
reports was p .... d. 

New Business 

Tony reported lllat Ihe SE EPPC had applied lor an USDA grant 
to produce an invasive plant video along with two five.minute 
regional video.. The subject 01 ona olllle short videos would be 
IropIcaI Florida. 

The Board brlefty discussed the proposed IFAS non-nalive plant 
assessment as weH es the initial planls. which will be run through 
the asoessment. 

Oennis Girdlana requested thet the Board consider having a fubJre 
board meeting at lIIe Panther NWR In association with lIIeir 
...,.., invasive plent menagement conlerence. Dennis also 
reported the requirements lor obtaining a reduced maHing rate 
from the post office. 

A motion (D. GordonIK. Bnolley) was apprcwed allowing Dennis to 
spend up to 5200 to secure 1he reduced postage RIte certificate. 

A motion (F. LangelandlK. Bradley) was approved allowing Dan 
Thayer to get a post ollice box lor FL EPPC In West Palm. 

The dete 01 the next Board Meeting was determined to be 31 
August 00 In lIIe SI. Augustine area. 

A motion to adjourn (F. Larochel8. Nelson) was approved. 

Congratulations 
to the 

FL EPPe 
Member of the Year 

TOM FUCIGNA 
For all his help & effort to get 

Lygodium recognized as the 
natural disaster that it is. 

& 

the FL EPPC 
Presidents Award 

To the 
South Florida Water 
Management District 

Pilots 
MIKE PICCONE 

JIM DUNN 
LEE McBRIEN 

ALEX BROSTEK 
JOSEPH WELlS 

For getting the news out on 
Lygodium through the miracle of 

flight 
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EPPC Annual Business Meeting 
May 19, 2000 Key Largo 

During the annual Business Meeting, Dr. Allison 
Fox, Dennis Giardina, Christina Sutter and Phil 
Waller were elected as new, two-year directors-at
large. 

The membership agreed to move the 2001 maeting 
data from May to September to avoid conflict with 
the SE-EPPC annual meeting. 

A motion was approved for the Board to continue to 
look into the transferring ownership of Wildland 
Weeds magazine to the SE EPPC. 

The Research Committee chairman thanked the 
meeting sponsors Helena Chemical Containers, 
Monsanto, Applied Aquatics, Brewer International, 
Dow Agrow Sciences, American Cyanamid, 
Zeneca, Osmos, Aquatic Vegetation Control, 
Timberland and Pro Source One who together 
donated more than $3,500. 

The Research Committee announced the winners 
of the EPPC Research grants. The awardees were 
Alan Dray (FlU) working on Meleleuca, Dan Clark 
(UF) for Lygodium, Michael Lott (FAU) Lygodium 
and Robert Paderson (Washington State) Chinese 
Tallow. Congratulations! 

A motion (A. Fox/B. Nelson) to approve the 
committee reports was approved. Please see the 
May 16, 2000 Board meeting minutes for a 
summary of the committee reports. 

Awards were given to the outgoing directors: Keith 
Bradley, Doria Gordon, Dan Clarke and Ed 
Freeman. A special honorary lifetime membership 
award was presented to Bob Doren for his 
extensive contributions to FL EPPC, organization of 
the national EPPC and efforts to bring invasive 
plant management to the forefront of the 
environmental and land management agendas. 

The Chairman'S award for a FL EPPC member was 
awarded to Tom F ucigna for his efforts on 
Lygodium and to the pilots at the SFWMD for 
helping to spread the word about invasive exotic 
plant problems in South Florida to all their 
passengers. 

A motion (D. Thayer/B. Nelson) to adjourn the 
annual business meeting was approved. 

INTRODUCING THE NEW 
DIRECTORS @ LARGE 

Alison Fox 
She has been on Assistant Professor in the Agronomy 
Deportment at the University of Florida since 1997 
but has worked at UF since receiving her Doctorate in 
botany from the University of Glasgow in Great 
Britain in 1987. Alison has a research & teaching 
appointment with a focus on the biology, ecology & 
management of invasive plants in natural areas. She 
has worked with many invasive species includIng 
hydrilla, wetland nightshade, and coral ardisia. 

Dennis Giardina 
He is the Biological Science Technician & resident 
exotic pest plant manoger for the FL Panther & Ten 
Thousand Islands Wildlife Refugo:s & has bun for tho: 
last 4 years. Dennis has worko:d for the UF Fish & 
Wildlife Service for 9 years. Brazilian po:pper is the 
most widespread problo:m in tho: refuges & the focus 
of most of tho: work but ho: also manago:s mo:lalo:uca, ai 
potato, cogan gross, and Iygodium to nomo: a few. He 
also works with the Puerto Rican Parrot Recovery 
Project. 

Christine Sutter 
She is the ecologist for the Lond Acquisition & 
Management Department of the Suwannee River 
Water Management District. Christine's primary 
responsibility is to develop & implement the rare 
species assessment & management program for over 
10,000 acres. Invasive plant management is on 
integral companent of these programs. She is a 
member of the FL EPPC Lygodium Task Force & has 
authored one of the sections in the management plan. 

Phil Waller 
He works for America Cyanamid with the herbicide 
Arsenal that is used to control many exotic pest plant 
species. Phil has been instrumental in setting up the 
FL EPPC research fund. He has a degru in forestry 
from Stephen F. Austin University in Texas & has 
worked for the Soil Conservation Service, electric 
utility companies & other groups in their vegetation 
management sections. 
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The Third Quarter 
Board Meeting 

of the 
FL EPPC 

will be held at 9:00 a.m. at 
Anastasia State Recreation Area 

in the conference room. 

The conference room is located south 
of the main park entrance between 

the amphitheater & the Elks lodge on 
the east side of AlA. 

(south of the Intersection of AlA 8. SR 3) 

1340A AlA South 
St. Augustine. FL 32084 

904.461.2000 

A" members are welcome to attend. 
See you there. 

The Australian Pine Working 
Group 

is now being formed. 

If you are interested in 
assisting with the work plan, 

contact: 
Robert Egan 

Habitat Restoration Resources 
224 NE 4rth Street 

Pompano Beach, FL 33064 
954.778.8018 

gardengateway@yahoo.com 

Have you seen this 
plant??? 

Ipomoea fistu/osa 

Now being seen in Florida in 
marshes & along shorelines. 

FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS 

15TH ANNUAL 
FLORIDA EPPC SYMPOSIUM 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 
September 2001 

PLEASE SEND TITLE 
& 

250 WORK ABSTRACT 
TO 

KATHY CRADDOCK-BURKS 
DEP - Invasive Plant Management 

3915 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Mail Station 710 

Tallahassee. FL 32399 
850.487.2600 

kathy.burks@dep.state.fl.us 
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Illustrotion provided by IFAS. Center for Aquatic & Invasive Plants. 
UniVf!rsity of Florida. Gainesville. 1990 



Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
New/Renewal Membership Application 

Now is the time to pay your 2000 Dues! 
Your membership includes the Quarterly Newsletter & Wildland Weeds 

Individual 

__ Student - $10.00 
__ G.eneral - $20.00 
__ Co.ntributing - $50 
__ ,Donor - $51 or more 

Institutional 

__ General - $100 
__ Contributing - $500 
__ ,Donor - $501 to $10,000 
__ Patron - $10,000 or more 

__ .Separate Wildland Weedssubscription - $15 
__ Ubrary Subscription - $100 

Name ______________ Agency/Organization _______ _ 

Address, __________________ ~~ _______ _ 

City ____________ ~State ZIP ______ _ 

Telephone. _______ FAX E-Mail _________ _ 

Mall to Dan Thayer, EPPC Treasurer, SFWMD, PO Box 24680, West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680 

Florida EPPC 
Jackie Smith, Secretary 
3111-813 Fortune Way 
Wellington, FL 33414 

KAREN BROWN 2000 
UF-CENTER FOR AQUATIC & 
INVASIVE PLANTS 

7922 NW 71 ST STREET 
GAINESVILLE, FL 32653 
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