
 

 Is one of Florida’s worst 

weeds and has been 

established since 1950’s when 

it escaped cultivation from the 

aquarium trade. Hydrilla 

quickly clogs water columns 

making movement of water 

difficult if not impossible.   

 

 Is a native species of submerged 

aquatic vegetation that can 

provide sediment stability, water 

clarity; as well a source of habitat 

and food for fish, invertebrates 

and manatees. This plant comes 

in a variety of ecotypes 

depending on the environment. 

 

Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 

Agency Updates  
USACE (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Invasive Species 

Management 

SFWMD (South Florida Water Management District) 

FWC AHRE (Aquatic Habitat Restoration/ Enhancement) 

FWC IPM (Invasive Plant Management) 

Please note: All projects are subject to change based on 

water levels, weather, funding, or any other means.  

Conducting interagency surveys via airboat with and without 

FWC, monitoring for floating aquatic plants throughout the 

lake. If you spot a navigational way that is blocked, please 

notify either Jessica Fair, Ian Markovich, or Brendon Hession 

(FWC) 

The next Interagency Task Force meeting will be held 

December 5th at the Lee County Hyacinth Control District 

Office.  

 
SFWMD, FWC, and USACE will conduct its monthly invasive 

plant management survey around Lake Okeechobee by 

helicopter on November 6th. 

 SFWMD is looking for locations of Melaleuca on the Lake. If 

any plants are found, please take a picture and a GPS waypoint 

and email it to dbagiott@sfwmd.gov.  

SFWMD's Land Stewardship staff are developing prescribed 

burn plans for the seasonally dry portions of Lake Okeechobee 

along the western shore between the Kissimmee River and 

Clewiston.  They will start to implement these plans once the 

appropriate environmental conditions are met which will likely 

be within the first quarter of the New Year.  

 

 

FWC's Aquatic Habitat Restoration and Enhancement 

Subsection (AHRES) will be conducting monitoring of past 

projects in the NW marsh. This monitoring includes 

herbicide treatment sites of torpedo grass, wildlife island 

tree planting, herbicide maintenance and cypress fringe and 

depression marsh monitoring. FWC will also be conducting 

project surveys within the lake for prescribed fires as well 

as future AHRES project identification. FWC will also add 

the Henry Creek area to our survey for possible project 

development. 

Herbicide treatments are still ongoing in Eagle Bay, 

Eagle Bay Island, Halifax Banks and Pelican Bay. A 

treatment in the Monkey Box is currently nearing the 

final planning stages and will incorporate both herbicide 

control and mechanical harvesting to treat the estimated 

700+ acres of invasive vegetation. 

What’s Goin’ On Around Lake O?  

Lake Level: 13.45ft  

November 2019  
INTERAGENCY 

FLYER 

The dry season is coming! This means that lake levels are expected to decrease over the 

next 6 months. Lower water levels will bring ecological benefits to Lake Okeechobee, 

including an increase in water clarity. The lower levels should promote submersed aquatic 

vegetation growth as seen in the northwest marsh with topped out tapegrass. The amount 

of invasive water hyacinth has also continued to increase. To date, there are ~2000 acres of 

invasive floating plants around the lake. These plants are known to rip out native bulrush 

and cattail stands, outcompete submerged vegetation and impact navigation for boaters. 

Most of the acreage can be found on the west side of the lake within the Monkey Box area.  

 

Friend or Foe?  
Tapegrass (Vallisneria americana) 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE   



 

  

Quick Reference: 
Native species - a plant or animal that normally lives 

and thrives in a particular ecosystem. 

 Non-native invasive species - a plant or animal that 

causes ecological or economic harm in an environment 

where it is not originally from. These species are 

usually from foreign lands brought over by humans. 

Biological Control - (also known as biocontrol) the 

planned use of one organism (i.e. an insect) to control or 

suppress the growth of another organism, like a weedy 

plant species.  

Terrestrial/Upland - relating to the ground/land 

environments.  

Aquatic - relating to the water environments.  

Wetlands- an ecosystem where the land is covered by 

water either all or part of the time. 

f the time. 

USACE 

Jessica Fair, Jessica.m.fair@uscae.army.mil  

Ian Markovich, Ian.j.markovich@usace.army.mil 

SFWMD 

Darrel Bagiotti, dbagiott@sfwmd.gov 

FWC (AHRES) 

Steve Gornak, steven.gornak@myfwc.com 

FWC (IPM) 

Brendon Hession, brendon.hession@myfwc.com 

Helpful Websites  

Want to know specific information on your lake 

including hunting information, plant control data, 

fishing data, boat ramp locations and so much 

MORE! Go to: 

“What’s happening on my lake?” 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive

-plants/lakes/ 

 

Need help with plant identification of native and 

invasive species of Florida? Go to: 

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 

Need to access the aquatic plant management task 

force interagency meeting minutes? Go to: 

https://www.floridainvasives.org/okeechobee/ 

 

Like to know real time Lake Okeechobee water 

levels, inputs and discharges? Go to: 

http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDail

y.htm 

Need information on algae blooms in your area? 

https://floridadep.gov/AlgalBloom 

 

Interested in the educational processes that all 

applicators go through and why plant management 

is so important? Go to:  

https://www.fapms.org/ 

https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-

plants.html 

 

 

• Do not release pets or dump aquariums in 

waterways or ponds. 

• Plant native species in your yards instead of 

nonnative ornamentals. 

• Clean your gear! Wipe down your equipment   

when you leave boat ramps, camp sites etc. This will 

help reduce dispersal. 

• If you spot an invasive plant or animal, log onto the 

“I’ve Got One” app and help scientists track where 

these nonnatives are located. 

http:/www.eddmaps.org/florida/iphone 

 

• Disrupts native habitat 

• Harmful to local economies 

• Disrupts water quality 

• Out competes native plants and animals 

 
 

DANGERS OF INVASIVES  

HOW CAN I HELP? Important Contacts  
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