
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is an introduced species of slider and is 

listed as one of the 100 worst invasive 

species. This species is able to adapt to 

changing conditions such brackish water 

and is extremely harmful to a lake 

ecosystems due to their broad diet. As a 

popular pet, release is likely the reason 

behind introduction. #dontletitloose 

 Is a native species that ranges 

throughout Southeastern US. They prefer 

permanent waters with sandy bottoms 

and vegetation. They‘re opportunistic 

omnivores with females feeding mostly 

on plants and males feeding on a various 

aquatic invertebrates. They’re also very 

social animals.   

 

Red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans) 

Agency Updates  
USACE (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Invasive Sp. Branch) 

SFWMD (South Florida Water Management District) 

FWC AHRE (Aquatic Habitat Restoration/ Enhancement) 

FWC IPM (Invasive Plant Management) 

Please note: All projects are subject to change based on water levels, weather, funding, or any other means.  

Conducting interagency surveys via airboat, monitoring for floating 

aquatic plants throughout the lake. If you spot a navigational way 

that is blocked, please notify either Jessica Fair, Ian Markovich, or 

Brendon Hession (FWC). 

USACE contract crews are performing upland treatments on the 

HHD north of Moore Haven from structure C-5A to Old 

Sportsman's Canal.  Target species are Brazilian pepper, climbing 

cassia, melaleuca, java plum, etc.   

 
 

 
Monitoring of past herbicide and planting projects is continuing in 

the northwest marsh. Two volunteer pondweed (peppergrass) 

plantings were completed in January/February with approximately 

800 plants planted near Clewiston, the March planting has been 

postponed to possibly April or May. AHRE’s will be leading 

prescribed fires within the northwest marshes throughout April, 

including the cattail and Phragmites herbicide treatment areas that 

were sprayed October 2019. AHRE’s will also be assisting SFWMD 

with other burns on the lake. A spoil island in the northwest marsh, 

Corp Island, will be re-shaped so that it has a flat top and more 

gradual slope to retain rainwater, so that native trees and shrubs 

may be planted. This island is too interior (shallow and surrounded 

by vegetation) to be available as a harvest disposal site, so it will be 

used as a wildlife island. 
 

Invasive plant management will continue in Eagle Bay, Halifax Banks, 

Pelican Bay and Harney Pond. Mechanical harvesting operations are 

expected to shift from Harney Pond to other parts of the lake. 

Monitoring sites have been set up to begin collecting data for a 

stakeholder requested, long term research project consisting of a 

moratorium from invasive plant control on Bird Island 

Lake Level: 11.85ft 

 April 2020  
INTERAGENCY 

FLYER 

Happy Earth Day as 2020 will mark the 50th anniversary! Earth Day is annual event that is celebrated around the world to 

demonstrate support for environmental protection. It was first started back in 1970 by Gaylord Nelson, a Senator from Wisconsin. In 

1990, Earth Day went global with 141 countries lifting environmental issues to the world stage. Here, the members of the Interagency 

Task Force have a commitment to supporting the environment, which is outlined in each of our agency’s mission statements and goals. 

By performing plantings of native vegetation, creating habitat for wildlife, and by keeping harmful invasive species in check, the Task 

Force is attempting to use the best science and management tools available to keep Lake Okeechobee productive and ecologically sound.  

 

Friend or Foe? 
Florida red-bellied cooter (Pseudemys nelsoni) 

SFWMD, FWC, and USACE will conduct their monthly invasive plant 

management survey around Lake Okeechobee by helicopter on April 2nd. 

SFWMD is continuing to coordinate and assist in monitoring mechanical 

harvesting of floating aquatic vegetation that is under way near Dyess Ditch. 

Two 9' harvesters assisted by a backhoe and a long-arm trackhoe are working to 

remove hyacinth in bulrush stands and dispose of it along Dyess Ditch, 

preventing it from re-entering the water. 

SFWMD's Land Stewardship Section was able to complete 2 prescribed burns on 

Lake Okeechobee in March and burned over 20,000 acres.  The areas burned 

include portions of the Moore Haven Marsh, Grass Island, Observation Island, 

and the East Wall.  The District still intends to conduct a prescribed burn on the 

Sports-Haven Marsh area and they will be conducting prescribed burn 

reconnaissance and site prep on the islands near South Bay. 

SFWMD will continue to conduct quantitative surveys of submerged aquatic 

vegetation and bulrush along fixed transects in April & May. Data taken from 

long-term monitoring sites throughout the lake marsh are being used to create 

maps of emergent vegetation. Many of these sites are within the recently burned 

areas of the marsh and recovery of vegetation in these areas will be monitored as 

it occurs. 

SFWMD is looking for locations of Melaleuca on the Lake. If any plants are 

found, please take a picture and a GPS waypoint and email it to 

aonisko@sfwmd.gov  

 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE   

What’s Goin’ On Around Lake O?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Websites  

Want to know specific information on your lake 

including hunting information, plant control data, 

fishing data, boat ramp locations and so much 

MORE! Go to: 

“What’s happening on my lake?” 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive

-plants/lakes/ 

 

Need help with plant identification of native and 

invasive species of Florida? Go to: 

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 

Need to access the aquatic plant management task 

force interagency meeting minutes? Go to: 

https://www.floridainvasives.org/okeechobee/ 

 

Like to know real time Lake Okeechobee water 

levels, input and discharges? Go to: 

http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDail

y.htm 

Need information on algae blooms in your area? 

https://floridadep.gov/AlgalBloom 

 

Interested in the educational processes that all 

applicators go through and why plant management 

is so important? Go to:  

https://www.fapms.org/ 

https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-

plants.html 

 

 Important Contacts 

USACE 

Jessica Fair, Jessica.m.fair@uscae.army.mil  

Ian Markovich, Ian.j.markovich@usace.army.mil 

SFWMD 

Alex Onisko, aonisko@sfwmd.gov 

FWC (AHRES) 

Steve Gornak, steven.gornak@myfwc.com 

FWC (IPM)  

Brendon Hession, brendon.hession@myfwc.com 

• Disrupts native habitat 

• Harmful to local economies 

• Disrupts water quality 

• Out competes native plants and animals 

 
 

• Do not release pets or dump aquariums in waterways 

or ponds. 

• Plant native species in your yards instead of nonnative 

ornamentals. 

• Clean your gear! Wipe down your equipment   when 

you leave boat ramps, camp sites etc. This will help 

reduce dispersal. 

• If you spot an invasive plant or animal, log onto the 

“I’ve Got One” app and help scientists track where these 

nonnatives are located. 

https://www.eddmaps.org/florida/report/ 

Native species - a plant or animal that normally lives 

and thrives in a particular ecosystem. 

 Non-native invasive species - a plant or animal that 

causes ecological or economic harm in an environment 

where it is not originally from. These species are usually 

from foreign lands brought over by humans. 

Biological Control - (also known as biocontrol) the 

planned use of one organism (i.e. an insect) to control or 

suppress the growth of another organism, like a weedy 

plant species.  

Terrestrial/Upland - relating to the ground/land 

environments.  

Aquatic - relating to the water environments.  

Wetlands- an ecosystem where the land is covered by 

water either all or part of the time.  

HOW CAN I HELP? 

Quick Reference: 

Did you know? 

- Its takes only 60 seconds on 

average for an adult to 

drown. 

-Life jackets must be worn by 

the line operators when 

locking through.  

- The correct size lifejacket 

needs to be available 

onboard for each person on 

board a vessel.  
 

Never Boat Alone! 
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