
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are native to Cuba, the Bahamas and 
the Cayman Islands. They were 
introduced in the 1920’s and wreak 
havoc on our native frog population. 
This frog has much larger eyes than 
our native green tree frog and can 
range in color and pattern from white, 
gray, green, or brown. They have a call 
that sounds like a squeaky shoe.   

Treefrogs can be identified by their 
sticky toe pads. Green treefrogs are 
about 1-2.5inches in length and have a 
whitish stripe that runs down the side 
of its body. They can be found 
throughout Florida and some parts of 
the Keys. They breed from March to 
October near the surface of water.  

Cuban Treefrog (Osteopilus septentrionalis) 

Agency Updates  
USACE (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Invasive Sp. Branch) 

SFWMD (South Florida Water Management District) 

FWC AHRE (Aquatic Habitat Restoration/ Enhancement) 

FWC IPM (Invasive Plant Management) 

Please note: All projects are subject to change based on water levels, weather, funding, or any other means.  

Conducting interagency surveys via airboat, monitoring for floating aquatic 
plants throughout the lake. If you spot a navigational way that is blocked, 
please notify either Jessica Fair, Ian Markovich, or Brendon Hession (FWC). 
The Corps will be conducting aquatic plant management treatment via 
contractor on Lake Okeechobee to maintain navigation and flood control 
structures around the south end of the lake. Area of responsibility will 
include the rim canal from Port Mayaca to Old Sportsman’s canal and in 
lake from Pelican Bay to Uncle Joes Cut.  
 
 
Contractors will begin treating invasive floating plants in the western marsh 
on Lake Okeechobee. Work will begin with the treating of trails leading into 
Moonshine Bay to restore navigation prior to the start of the regular 
waterfowl hunting season. Contractors will be working in deep water and 
the edge of the marsh where floating plants have accumulated beginning 
December 7th to stay out of priority waterfowl areas. Work will continue in 
Fisheating Bay managing floating plants and Luziola subintegra 

Lake Level: 16.13ft 

December 2020  
INTERAGENCY 

FLYER 

Snowbird season is in full swing. With the dry season here, an increase in fishing and recreation boats will be piling into 
Lake Okeechobee. Please be alert and wear your PFDs. Many migratory birds will also be coming to town, including white pelicans, 
skimmers, long necked stilts, least bitterns and more. Lake Okeechobee provides wonderful habitat for many species of migrating 
birds and a nice break from the cold weather back home. Many of these bird species stay all winter long and are known to use the 
lake as a nesting ground. Come check out these beautiful creatures around the lake! 

Friend or Foe? 
Green Treefrog (Hyla cinerea) 

SFWMD, FWC, and USACE are scheduled to conduct their monthly invasive 
plant management survey around Lake Okeechobee by helicopter on Dec. 3rd  

Annual maintenance treatments of scattered Melaleuca are scheduled to 
continue in the northern marsh, between Dyess Ditch and Buckhead Ridge. 
Higher lake stages allow for increased access to areas of the marsh where 
Melaleuca trees grow. Maintaining Melaleuca infestations at the lowest 
possible levels promotes diverse habitats by lowering the risk of re-
establishment of this disruptive species.  

SFWMD intends to resume prescribed burns in the Sports-Haven Marsh and 
Curry Island areas of the lake once water levels are <13ft and the 
environmental conditions are appropriate.  

 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE   
What’s Goin’ On Around Lake O?  

Due to high winds and Tropical Storm Eta, 250 acres of an aerial helicopter 
treatment of cattail will be completed the first week of December on the east 
side of Tin House Slough and in Moonshine marsh. Imazamox will be used at 
a rate to selectively kill cattail, allowing natives such as spikerush, bulrush 
and pickerelweed to survive and expand. Prescribed burns are planned in late 
winter or spring of 2021 to further enhance the two areas. Spoil islands in the 
northwest marsh will have moonvine and balsam pear vines hand pulled or 
treated with flumioxazin to prevent vines from damaging or killing planted 
native trees. Phragmites will also be treated on the islands using imazamox. 

FWC Freshwater Fisheries Management 
FWC will be releasing a stakeholder survey this month as part of its Fish, 
Wildlife, and Habitat Management Plan for Lake Okeechobee in development. 
This survey will measure public opinion on topics and solutions that may be 
included in the plan and will be available to all stakeholders interested in 
providing their feedback. To learn more about this effort and find a link to the 
survey when available, please visit 
http://myfwc.com/conservation/management-plans/lake/okeechobee/.  
 

blockedhttp://myfwc.com/conservation/management-plans/lake/okeechobee/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Websites  
Want to know specific information on your lake 
including hunting information, plant control data, 
fishing data, boat ramp locations and so much 
MORE! Go to: 
“What’s happening on my lake?” 
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive
-plants/lakes/ 
 
Need help with plant identification of native and 
invasive species of Florida? Go to: 
http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/ 
 
Need to access the aquatic plant management task 
force interagency meeting minutes? Go to: 
https://www.floridainvasives.org/okeechobee/ 
 
Like to know real time Lake Okeechobee water 
levels, input and discharges? Go to: 
http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDail
y.htm 

Need information on algal blooms in your area? 
https://floridadep.gov/AlgalBloom 
 

Interested in the educational processes that all 
applicators go through and why plant management 
is so important? Go to:  

https://www.fapms.org/ 

https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-
plants.html 

 

 Important Contacts 

USACE 
Jessica Fair, Jessica.m.fair@uscae.army.mil  
Ian Markovich, Ian.j.markovich@usace.army.mil 
SFWMD 
Alex Onisko, aonisko@sfwmd.gov 
FWC (AHRES) 
Steve Gornak, steven.gornak@myfwc.com 
FWC (IPM)  
Brendon Hession, brendon.hession@myfwc.com 
FWC (Freshwater Fisheries Management) 
Mason Smith, Mason.smith@myfwc.com 

• Disrupts native habitat 
• Harmful to local economies 
• Disrupts water quality 
• Out competes native plants and animals 

 
 

• Do not release pets or dump aquariums in waterways or ponds. 
 
• Plant native species in your yards instead of nonnative ornamentals. 
 
• Clean your gear! Wipe down your equipment when you leave boat 
ramps, camp sites etc. This will help reduce dispersal. 
 
• If you spot an invasive plant or animal, log onto the “I’ve Got One” 
app and help scientists track where these nonnatives are located. 
https://www.eddmaps.org/florida/report/ 

Native species - a plant or animal that normally lives and thrives 
in a particular ecosystem. 

Non-native invasive species - a plant or animal that causes 
ecological or economic harm in an environment where it is not 
originally from. These species are usually from foreign lands 
brought over by humans. 

Biological Control - (also known as biocontrol) the planned use of 
one organism (i.e. an insect) to control or suppress the growth of 
another organism, like a weedy plant species.  

Terrestrial/Upland - relating to the ground/land environments.  

Aquatic - relating to the water environments.  

Wetlands- an ecosystem where the land is covered by water either 
all or part of the time.  

HOW CAN I HELP? 

Quick Reference: 

Interagency Monthly Flight Data 

This graph shows the average invasive floating vegetation (hyacinth and 
lettuce) that was observed by interagency members during the interagency 
flight each month (2020) compared to the lake level for that month.  

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive-plants/lakes/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive-plants/lakes/
http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.floridainvasives.org/okeechobee/
http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDaily.htm
http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDaily.htm
https://floridadep.gov/AlgalBloom
https://www.fapms.org/
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-plants.html
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-plants.html
mailto:brendon.hession@myfwc.com

