
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Native to Asia, this bird has been invading 

Florida since the 1990’s. They are prevalent 

around Lake O. At first glance its appearance is 

strikingly similar to the native purple gallinule 

however, swamphens have an all red bill and 

frontal shield with reddish legs. They are also 

generally larger, bulkier and duller in color. 

Swamphens impact our native species by 

eating their eggs and even ducklings.  

Native to the U.S. and can be seen all 

around South Florida including lake O. This 

brilliantly colorful bird can be identified by 

its red and yellow tipped bill in addition to 

its long yellow legs. Their long toes and 

legs are useful when walking across aquatic 

vegetation such as lily pads. This species of 

bird in protected in the state of Florida and 

hunting is prohibited.  

Grey-Headed Swamphen (Porphyrio poliocephalus) 

Agency Updates  
USACE (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Invasive Sp. Branch) 

SFWMD (South Florida Water Management District) 

FWC AHRE (Aquatic Habitat Restoration/ Enhancement) 

FWC IPM (Invasive Plant Management) 

Please note: All projects are subject to change based on water levels, weather, funding, or any other means.  

Conducting interagency surveys via airboat, monitoring for floating aquatic 

plants throughout the lake. If you spot a navigational way that is blocked, 

please notify either Jessica Fair, Ian Markovich, or Brendon Hession (FWC). 

An Interagency meeting will hopefully be scheduled in the up and coming 

months depending on agency and CDC guidelines.  

 
 

 Invasive plant treatments will continue in the South End and in the 

North Western Marsh. Mechanical harvesting operations working south 

of Yankee Point, have halted due to low water limitations. Harvesting 

operations are expected to start back up when water levels in the lake 

return to workable depths. 

Lake Level: 11.47ft 

June 2020  
INTERAGENCY 

FLYER 

Hurricane season has returned. Over the past 100 years Lake Okeechobee has been affected by multiple hurricanes and tropical 

storms. Its shallow eutrophic waters make its ecosystem particularly sensitive to high wind and rain events. In recent years, hurricanes 

Frances and Jeanne (2004), Wilma (2005) and Irma (2017) have made significant negative impacts to the lake. Phytoplankton, sediment, 

and submersed aquatic vegetation are factors most disturbed by high winds and waves which lead to a decrease in water quality. 

Storms like these have also been known to take out large amounts of cattail, bulrush and other aquatic vegetation.  

 

Friend or Foe? 

• Do not release pets or dump aquariums in 

American Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinicus) 

SFWMD, FWC, and USACE are tentatively scheduled to conduct their monthly 

invasive plant management survey around Lake Okeechobee by helicopter on 

June 9th. -Harvesting of floating aquatic vegetation is temporarily on hold due to 

low water levels on the lake and is expected to begin again when conditions 

improve. In the meantime, harvesting equipment has been moved to Lake 

Kissimmee. -SFWMD continues to coordinate Aquatic Plant Management 

activities with agency partners. -Annual maintenance treatments of Melaleuca 

are ongoing in the lake marsh. -Drought conditions and COVID-19 have forced 

the SFWMD’s Land Stewardship Section to temporarily pause the prescribed 

burn program on Lake Okeechobee.  When conditions improve, the SFWMD 

intends to conduct prescribed burns in the Sports-Haven Marsh and Curry 

Island areas of the lake. -Annual surveys of the Federally Endangered 

Okeechobee Gourd are underway. Populations are being found in known and 

new locations in the South end of the lake. Invasive species were observed 

impacting the gourd habitat and will need to be controlled in order to protect 

this endangered species. -Annual spring submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) 

sampling continued in May.  The location and density of SAV in selected regions 

along the outer edge of the marsh is being mapped and quantified. 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE   
What’s going on around Lake O?  

Aerial mapping of cattail and Phragmites will be conducted to determine the 

best locations for herbicide and burn treatments for the upcoming fiscal year.  

Aerial photography and monitoring of past projects and current conditions 

will also be conducted. AHRE’s will continue monitoring vegetation from set 

locations within the northwest marsh. 

FWC Freshwater Fisheries Management 

FWC has continued working toward developing a Fish, Wildlife, and 

Habitat Management Plan for Lake Okeechobee. In the past month, staff 

have begun gathering input from partner agencies and local businesses on 

the lake. In the coming months, staff will be reaching out to stakeholders 

who returned a questionnaire to participate in small group workshops to 

provide similar input. These workshops will be held virtually and will 

allow stakeholders to identify main issues and provide input on potential 

solutions for any FWC activities on Lake Okeechobee. For more 

information on this effort and how to get involved, including how to submit 

a questionnaire for participating in an upcoming stakeholder workshop, 

please visit http://myfwc.com/conservation/management-

plans/lake/okeechobee/. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Websites  

Want to know specific information on your lake 

including hunting information, plant control data, 

fishing data, boat ramp locations and so much 

MORE! Go to: 

“What’s happening on my lake?” 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive

-plants/lakes/ 

 

Need help with plant identification of native and 

invasive species of Florida? Go to: 

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 

Need to access the aquatic plant management task 

force interagency meeting minutes? Go to: 

https://www.floridainvasives.org/okeechobee/ 

 

Like to know real time Lake Okeechobee water 

levels, input and discharges? Go to: 

http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDail

y.htm 

Need information on algae blooms in your area? 

https://floridadep.gov/AlgalBloom 

 

Interested in the educational processes that all 

applicators go through and why plant management 

is so important? Go to:  

https://www.fapms.org/ 

https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-

plants.html 

 

 Important Contacts 

USACE 

Jessica Fair, Jessica.m.fair@uscae.army.mil  

Ian Markovich, Ian.j.markovich@usace.army.mil 

SFWMD 

Alex Onisko, aonisko@sfwmd.gov 

FWC (AHRES) 

Steve Gornak, steven.gornak@myfwc.com 

FWC (IPM)  

Brendon Hession, brendon.hession@myfwc.com 

• Disrupts native habitat 

• Harmful to local economies 

• Disrupts water quality 

• Out competes native plants and animals 

 
 

• Do not release pets or dump aquariums in waterways 

or ponds. 

• Plant native species in your yards instead of nonnative 

ornamentals. 

• Clean your gear! Wipe down your equipment   when 

you leave boat ramps, camp sites etc. This will help 

reduce dispersal. 

• If you spot an invasive plant or animal, log onto the 

“I’ve Got One” app and help scientists track where these 

nonnatives are located. 

https://www.eddmaps.org/florida/report/ 

Native species - a plant or animal that normally lives 

and thrives in a particular ecosystem. 

 Non-native invasive species - a plant or animal that 

causes ecological or economic harm in an environment 

where it is not originally from. These species are usually 

from foreign lands brought over by humans. 

Biological Control - (also known as biocontrol) the 

planned use of one organism (i.e. an insect) to control or 

suppress the growth of another organism, like a weedy 

plant species.  

Terrestrial/Upland - relating to the ground/land 

environments.  

Aquatic - relating to the water environments.  

Wetlands- an ecosystem where the land is covered by 

water either all or part of the time.  

HOW CAN I HELP? 

Quick Reference: 

Did you know? 

- Its takes only 60 seconds on 

average for an adult to 

drown. 

-Life jackets must be worn by 

the line operators when 

locking through.  

- The correct size lifejacket 

needs to be available 

onboard for each person on 

board a vessel.  
 

Never Boat Alone! 
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