
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is a highly invasive snake that is 

native to Southeast Asia. They can 

reach up to 18-20ft in length. These 

large snakes have made their way to 

southern Florida including the 

everglades decimating the native bird 

and mammal populations. If you find 

one please report it to 188-Ive-Got-1 

 

Aka Cottonmouth is a native 

venomous snake throughout the 

southeast United States. This snake can 

be identified by its triangular shaped 

head, relatively dull coloration and 

banding. When stressed it displays the 

white coloration inside of its mouth 

which is where it gets its nickname.  

 

Burmese Python (Python bivittatus) 

Agency Updates  
USACE (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Invasive Species 

Management 

SFWMD (South Florida Water Management District) 

FWC AHRE (Aquatic Habitat Restoration/ Enhancement) 

FWC IPM (Invasive Plant Management) 

Please note: All projects are subject to change based on water levels, weather, funding, or any other means.  

-Conducting interagency surveys via airboat, monitoring for 

floating aquatic plants throughout the lake. If you spot a 

navigational way that is blocked, please notify either Jessica 

Fair, Ian Markovich, or Brendon Hession (FWC). 

-USACE contract crews are performing upland treatments 

from Nubbin Slough south to Chancey Bay (J&S Fish Camp) 

and around the Buckhead lock area.  Target species are 

Brazilian pepper, climbing cassis, java plum, etc.   

 
Monitoring of past herbicide and planting projects is continuing 

in the northwest marsh. Two volunteer pondweed (peppergrass) 

plantings were completed in January/February with 

approximately 800 plants planted near Clewiston. AHRE’s will be 

leading prescribed fires on the lake throughout March, including 

the cattail and Phragmites herbicide treatment areas that were 

treated October 2019. AHRE’s will also be assisting SFWMD with 

other burns on the lake. Herbicide treatments of invasive vines on 

the spoil islands in the northwest marsh of Okeechobee will be 

completed early March. These treatments are to protect native 

trees and shrubs that have been planted on the islands for wildlife 

the vines will shade out and kill the young native plantings.  

 

Plant Management is wrapping up in the Monkey Box, Chancey 

Bay and in the south end. Mechanical harvesting will continue in 

Harney Pond and is expected to be expanded to the Clewiston 

area in the coming weeks. A moratorium from plant management 

is to take place and be monitored on Bird Island.  

Lake Level: 12.78ft  

 March 2020  
INTERAGENCY 

FLYER 

Did you know that water hyacinth was introduced to the US in the 1880’s? This plant has now 

infested almost all Florida’s waterways including Lake Okeechobee. Water hyacinth grows by 

seeds and produces daughter plants. This makes the growth of these plants extremely fast. An 

acre of hyacinth can weigh 200 tons and can double in size in only 7-10 days! These hyacinth 

mats are well known to cause damage to structures and docks. In the 1970s a protocol was 

developed called maintenance control. This tactic keeps the plants at the lowest feasible level 

possible in order to minimize the use of herbicide and funding needed to maintain safe 

navigation and protect native vegetation.  

 

Friend or Foe? 
Water Moccasin (Aqkistrodon piscivorus) 

- SFWMD, FWC, and USACE will conduct their monthly 

invasive plant management survey around Lake Okeechobee by 

helicopter on March 5th. 

-SFWMD is looking for locations of Melaleuca on the Lake. If any 

plants are found, please take a picture and a GPS waypoint and 

email it to aonisko@sfwmd.gov. 

-SFWMD's Land Stewardship staff are developing prescribed 

burn plans for the seasonally dry portions of Lake Okeechobee 

along the western and southwestern shore between Harney Pond 

and Clewiston.  They will start to implement these plans once the 

appropriate environmental conditions are met which will likely 

be within the first quarter of the new year. 

-SFWMD conducted its annual submerged aquatic vegetation 

(SAV) survey on Lake Okeechobee. The submerged aquatic 

vegetation within the lake increased over 20,000 acres from last 

year. 

 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE   

What’s Goin’ On Around Lake O?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Websites  

Want to know specific information on your lake 

including hunting information, plant control data, 

fishing data, boat ramp locations and so much 

MORE! Go to: 

“What’s happening on my lake?” 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasive

-plants/lakes/ 

 

Need help with plant identification of native and 

invasive species of Florida? Go to: 

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 

Need to access the aquatic plant management task 

force interagency meeting minutes? Go to: 

https://www.floridainvasives.org/okeechobee/ 

 

Like to know real time Lake Okeechobee water 

levels, input and discharges? Go to: 

http://w3.saj.usace.army.mil/h2o/reports/StatusDail

y.htm 

Need information on algae blooms in your area? 

https://floridadep.gov/AlgalBloom 

 

Interested in the educational processes that all 

applicators go through and why plant management 

is so important? Go to:  

https://www.fapms.org/ 

https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/why-manage-

plants.html 

 

 Important Contacts 

USACE 

Jessica Fair, Jessica.m.fair@uscae.army.mil  

Ian Markovich, Ian.j.markovich@usace.army.mil 

SFWMD 

Alex Onisko, aonisko@sfwmd.gov 

FWC (AHRES) 

Steve Gornak, steven.gornak@myfwc.com 

FWC (IPM)  

Brendon Hession, brendon.hession@myfwc.com 

• Disrupts native habitat 

• Harmful to local economies 

• Disrupts water quality 

• Out competes native plants and animals 

 
 

• Do not release pets or dump aquariums in waterways 

or ponds. 

• Plant native species in your yards instead of nonnative 

ornamentals. 

• Clean your gear! Wipe down your equipment   when 

you leave boat ramps, camp sites etc. This will help 

reduce dispersal. 

• If you spot an invasive plant or animal, log onto the 

“I’ve Got One” app and help scientists track where these 

nonnatives are located. 

https://www.eddmaps.org/florida/report/ 

Native species - a plant or animal that normally lives 

and thrives in a particular ecosystem. 

 Non-native invasive species - a plant or animal that 

causes ecological or economic harm in an environment 

where it is not originally from. These species are usually 

from foreign lands brought over by humans. 

Biological Control - (also known as biocontrol) the 

planned use of one organism (i.e. an insect) to control or 

suppress the growth of another organism, like a weedy 

plant species.  

Terrestrial/Upland - relating to the ground/land 

environments.  

Aquatic - relating to the water environments.  

Wetlands- an ecosystem where the land is covered by 

water either all or part of the time.  

HOW CAN I HELP? 

Quick Reference: 

Did you know? 

- Its takes only 60 seconds on 

average for an adult to 

drown. 

-Life jackets must be worn by 

the line operators when 

locking through.  

- The correct size lifejacket 

needs to be available 

onboard for each person on 

board a vessel.  
 

Never Boat Alone! 
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