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Watch out for Wright’s Nutrush

Alex Onisko
SFWMD
5/30/19




SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Melaleuca Treatments Focused on 3 main Regions

Lake O Melaleuca Treatments FY19
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Nndian Frairie & bucknead riage

Most targeted Melaleuca trees
were treated except for those that
were difficult to access due to low
water. They will be treated when
water levels rise.
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Clewiston FY19 Melaleuca

the circled point.

Treatment will be
attempted again
when water comes

up.
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were treated except
the circled point.

Treatment will be
attempted again
when water comes

up.
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Indian Prairie, Buckhead FY19 Melaleuca Labeled
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except the circled
points.
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Treatments will be
attempted again
when water comes

up.
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Okeechobee Gourd

L'ake Okeechobee ) S .
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Okeechobee Gourd: | Paim Beach
Observed Year& Count

2007 (5) ‘
2008 (9)
2009 (8)
2010 (5)
2011 (4)
2012 (10)
2013 (1)
2014 (3)
2015 (3)
2016 (1)
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Please be on the lookout for
the Okeechobee Gourd and
send pictures and GPS points
or location descriptions to

aonisko@sfwmd.gov

Lake Okeechobee: Presence of
Cucurbita okeechobeensis
Mies




Okeechobee Gourd

with 5-7 shallow lobes
and serrated margins.

»~Gourds are light green
and sound with
indistinct stripes.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Okeechobee Gourd
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Scleria lacustris aka
Wright’s Nutrush

>

FLEPPC Category |
Annual sedge ' (o

Invades Marshes &
Wetlands (no canopy)
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Wright’s Nutrush (Scleria lacustris) PN
Identification Y LA

Sharp leaf margins, pleated leaves. Small, smooth protected seeds. Triangular stems. Base
of plants spongy and red.

M e

orig €ed, seed nead, Immature plant.
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Left: Wright’s
nutrush on both
sides of an
airboat trail in the
Moore Haven
Marsh. 2016

Right: Mature and
seeding Wright’s
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Wright’s nutrush infestation
in Moore Haven Marsh 2016




Large stands of Wright’s nutrush invading a marsh at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State
Park.

\ / L TR e TS RN N

h s
R B e 4 et ¥
A
o
L ———— 3
i TR 3 1)
; 8 W
St
] VAR s
> | { "
s i \ . ;
- | 2 \
2 £ 1N { , ¢ /\,
¥ N | ) e
‘3 5 / ) 7 3
: WA A i
1 x < N s -
A o o
3 \ ] N
i 4 7 g A\ 4 }
y R 7 ; 7 | FQ \
’ y > 5 \BN\G) ! J \
\ o TSA 2 g L J N
Ty e PR \ s d ) N\
7R TSRS O | { |-
5+ ERE v \ f /
! N Y B e
) sl —y . )
AP e 1
4 y; - \\\ * 8 \
1 AN 0 y 1 f
R} Wk p |
R ) AT
v | |
5
2 €Y / $ ; A (57
\ b \ .\ } L
/ 1 \
\ k% il \ {
" \ )
& | | (|
- \ i | <1




View from the center of the Wright’s nutrush infestation pictured in the previous slide. Scarce emergent native
vegetation.




vense thalch and abundant seeds on the ground arter vright's nutrusn COMpIetes ITs s i i i e e
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Contact

0s://www.Tws.gov/verobeach/IVISRPPDFs/Okeechobee.PLU
://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mv072



mailto:aonisko@sfwmd.gov
https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/MSRPPDFs/Okeechobee.PDF
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mv072

