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What is an invasive species?         - Invasive.org

An invasive species is a non-native species (including 
seeds, eggs, spores, or other propagules) whose 
introduction causes or is likely to cause economic harm, 
environmental harm, or harm to human health. The term 
"invasive" is used for the most aggressive species. These 
species grow and reproduce rapidly, causing major 
disturbance to the areas in which they are present.



Things to know about invasive species - Invasive.org:
Invasive species, if left uncontrolled, can and will limit 
land use now and into the future.  The longer the problem 
is ignored, the harder and more expensive the battle for 
control will become.  Invasive species can decrease your 
ability to enjoy outdoor recreational activities.  The United 
States suffers from $1.1-120 billion per year in economic 
losses due to exotic, invasive species.
Approximately 42% of Threatened or Endangered species 
are at risk due to non-native, invasive species.



IDENTIFICATION







INVASIVE SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS

Invasive Species - any plant species that occurs outside its area of origin and that 
has become established, can reproduce, and can spread without cultivation and 
causes harm.

Severe Threat - invasive exotic species which pose a severe threat to the 
composition, structure, or function of natural areas in South Carolina.

Significant Threat - invasive exotic species which are established in natural areas, 
independently spreading, and causing significant damage to natural communities.

Emerging Threat - Invasive exotic species occurring in limited infestations with 
major management difficulties, or widespread with minor management difficulties.



Invasive Plants in South Carolina that Pose a Severe Threat

Trees
Chinaberry Chinese Tallow Tree Princess Tree Tree of Heaven

Shrubs
Autumn-Olive Japanese Knotweed Shrub Lespedeza Trifoliate Orange
Chinese Privet Scotch Broom Thorny-Olive 

Vines
Bigleaf Periwinkle Chinese Wisteria Japanese Climbing Fern Kudzu
Cherokee Rose English Ivy Japanese Honeysuckle

Grasses
Chinese Silvergrass Itchgrass Johnsongrass Cogongrass
Japanese Stiltgrass Phragmites

Herbs
Sericea Tropical Soda Apple Wart-Removing Herb



















REPORTING



WHAT YOU CAN DO – INVASIVE.ORG

Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) -
locate and identify invasives while the plants are 
young to increase the likelihood that infestations 
can be contained and controlled before they spread 
and become established within an area.



www.eddmaps.org





EDDMapS Partners

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.se-eppc.org/
http://www.se-eppc.org/
http://www.ma-eppc.org/
http://www.ma-eppc.org/
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/
http://www.nature.org/
http://www.nature.org/
http://www.weedcenter.org/
http://www.weedcenter.org/
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/crissp/
http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/crissp/
http://plants.usda.gov/
http://plants.usda.gov/
http://www.bonap.org/
http://www.bonap.org/
http://www.rtrcwma.org/
http://www.rtrcwma.org/
http://www.floridainvasives.org/
http://www.floridainvasives.org/
http://www.evergladescisma.org/
http://www.evergladescisma.org/
http://myfwc.com/
http://myfwc.com/
http://www.fnai.org/
http://www.fnai.org/
http://www.gri.msstate.edu/ipams/
http://www.gri.msstate.edu/ipams/
http://www.weedcenter.org/mrwc/index.html
http://www.weedcenter.org/mrwc/index.html
http://www.texasinvasives.org/
http://www.texasinvasives.org/




Control





Number of 0.1 acre Sample Plots with Occurrence of 
Invasive Plants

January 23, 2012
Plot Radius (ft.):  37.25 Plot Coverage

< 25% 25-75% >75%

Bush Honeysuckle 7 2 0
Chinese Privet 18 5 3
Stiltgrass 9 3 2
Kudzu 2 4 6
Mimosa 4 0 0
Shrubby Lespedeza 4 0 1
Silverthorn 49 5 6
Tree of Heaven 0 1 0



Area of ASCG Occupied by Invasive Plants
January 23, 2012

-Acres-
Silverthorn 61.0
Chinese Privet 31.6
Kudzu 30.8
Stiltgrass 18.6
Bush Honeysuckle 8.2
Shrubby Lespedeza 6.0
Mimosa 2.4
Tree of Heaven 2.0
Total 160.6


