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Habitat Avengers 
Featured Native Plant: Tradescantia (Spiderwort) 
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There are so many attractive native plant species suitable for ornamental purposes while also 
providing resources for wildlife.  Several can be found in the genus Tradescantia… 

  
Plants in the genus Tradescantia are commonly known as Spiderworts.  Other 
known common names include Indian Paint, Widow's Tears, Moses in the 
Bulrushes, Dayflower, and Trinity Flower.  The name Spiderwort is attributed to 
the observation that the grass-like leaves of 
the plant are suggestive of a crouching spider.  
The term "wort" is from the Old English wyrt 
meaning root or herb and indicates a medicinal 
application, in this case spider bites. The genus 
was named after John Tradescant (1608-1662) 
who served as gardener to Charles 1 of 
England.    
 
Spiderwort species native to South Carolina 

include Tradescantia ohiensis (Ohio Bluejacket), T. virginiana (Virginia 
Spiderwort), and T. subaspera (Zigzag Spiderwort).  Tradescantia species have dark, blue-green, 
arching, grass-like leaves that grow in clumps and typically stay green throughout winter.  Plant height is 
from 2-3 ft.  Showy clusters of blue or purple, three-petaled flowers top the stems.  Flowers tend to 
open in morning.  This species is easy to divide and transplant.  Tradescantia species will grow in 
average, dry to medium wet, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade.  

 
Tradescantia flowers provide pollen and nectar 
for pollinators in the spring when resources are 
limited, and continue to bloom throughout the 
entire growing season.  Bumble bees, our most 
important native pollinators, are frequent 
Spiderwort visitors.  Songbirds will eat the seeds 

and the visiting insects; while the full arching leaves 
provide cover for many wildlife species.  The foliage 
hosts larvae (caterpillars) of several native moth species 
including the striking Golden Looper Moth 
(Argyrogramma verruca).   
 
Tradescantia species are often included in rain gardens 
where their deep roots help filter out many pollutants 
before they can reach local creeks, rivers, and lakes 
(bioremediation). 
 
 
 

 
Information from: 
herbarium.biol.sc.edu/herb/t.htm 
www.pollinatorsnativeplants.com 
nwf.org/nativeplants-
beta/Plants/Details/3329 
www.wildflower.org 
www.sierrapotomac.org/W_Needham/Spiderwort_050626.htm 
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