
MINUTES  
Southeast Exotic Pest Plant Council 

Board of Directors Meeting 
04/03/17 

 
 
MINUTES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY AT AUGUST 1, 2017 BOARD MEETING 
Attendees: Nancy Loewenstein (NAIPC Liaison), Lee Patrick (Treasurer), Karen Brown (President; 
FLEPPC), Rob Emens (NC-IPC; Secretary), Timothy Daly (GA-EPPC), Kitty McCracken (TN-IPC), Bill Steele 
(SC-EPPC), Jacob Hodnett (ALIPC), Anna Greis (US Forest Service Liaison); Sean Bloom (NC-IPC; proxy for 
NC President Bridget Lassiter); Nancy Dagley (NPS liaison), Jessica Spencer (USACOE Liaison);  Michelle 
Isenberg (AL-IPC) 
Cannot attend on this date but replied to poll: Rebekah Gibble (USFWS Liaison) 
Not in attendance: Stephen Enloe (Past President); Kris Stone (KY-EPPC) 
 
Approve minutes from last board meeting  
Karen motioned to approve January 2017 minutes. Bill Steele seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Officer’s Reports: 
President (Karen Brown) – no report.  
 
Treasurer (Lee Patrick) – see attached. 
 
Secretary (Rob Emens) – called in after phone trouble. No report.  
 
Annual Conference Discussion (2017)  

Summary re: Annual Conference – SE-EPPC / NAIPC / IPC (Steve Manning) 

Proposed: Partner SE-EPPC Annual Conference with IPC (Steve Manning, Invasive Plant Control, Inc.), 
NAIPC, Weed Wrangle/Garden Club of America, the National Military Fish and Wildlife Associations 
Invasive Species Working Group. 
 
At the last SE-EPPC board meeting, we agreed to pursue co-hosting our annual 2017 SE-EPPC conference 
with AL-IPC but their Board was not receptive to extending their meeting an extra day due to the late 
notice and the uncertainty of filling the extra time. Stephen Enloe and Karen Brown feel that a one-day 
meeting in Alabama would not truly reflect a SE-EPPC annual conference and would be unlikely to 
garner attendance from other chapters. Upon further discussion amongst Stephen Enloe and Karen 
Brown (SE-EPPC), and Nancy Loewenstein, Jacob Hodnett and Michelle Isenberg (ALIPC), it was 
motioned that we forego a 2017 conference and this was seconded by Kitty McCracken.  
 
Subsequently, Steve Manning (IPC) made the offer for a December conference. He is developing an 
annual invasive species conference in Nashville. Steve said “We intend to handle much of the planning 
and are not asking for financial support.  Our intention is to bring together several organizations once a 
year in December in Nashville. I think that it would be an ideal location for an annual NAIPC meeting or 
complimentary IPC sessions and feel that the consistency of the location and our underwriting of many 
of the conference costs would be beneficial to all.” SE-EPPC has been invited to participate and a 
concurrent session or other configuration could possibly serve as our 2017 Annual SE-EPPC Meeting. 
Steve has said that he would like this December event to become a yearly occurrence to provide a venue 



for different organizations that might have difficulty planning their own events. Kitty consulted with her 
board since they had offered to host SE-EPPC in the Spring of 2018; this December conference could 
make a spring SE-EPPC conference unnecessary since they would be separated by only a few months. 
Steve also said, “I was intending on underwriting most of the meeting.  We can discuss the registration 
fees and make sure it works for you all.  I'm happy breaking even but want to be sure EPPC takes 
something home.  Room rates are relatively high here but we were going to offset the costs of the 
rooms to make it doable.  In short, I want to help so that you all wouldn't have much financial 
obligation.”   
 
After discussions, Kitty McCracken made a motion to have our 2017 conference with IPC; Rob seconded. 
Nancy Loewenstein is in favor of meeting with them.  
 
Date/Location: December 12-15th, 2017 at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nashville 
 
AL-IPC can host 2018 SE-EPPC/AL-IPC joint conference the end of April, early May. Students might not be 
involved in December since there will be multiple groups and this will be the first time this conference is 
presented.  AL-IPC should tentatively plan to co-host with SE-EPPC in 2018 and host the student oral and 
poster presentation competitions then. 
 
Weed Wrangles: 
Karen asked for more info about Weed Wrangles. Weed Wrangle/Garden Club of America (GCA) could 
also be available in other states. They are already working in other states (MS, LA). IPC cooperating with 
GCA. Wrangles usually take place around March 4th and are volunteer weed pulling events. Can be set up 
with Steve Manning; there’s a cookbook. Kitty says it has become a huge series of events across the 
state. Google Weed Wrangle to get to the website.  
 
Forest Service grant: 
Anna Greis made it clear that using the USDA-FS funds for on the ground work would be preferable to 
spending the money on conferences.  Allowable expenses if they are used on conference: website, 
registration, time spent planning, fuel for field trips, food for field trips, printing, poster set up, venue 
rental.  Travel expense for speakers allowable though discouraged. NO ALCOHOL OR ENTERTAINMENT. 
On the ground expenditures: All needs a 50/50 match of $2,500. The suggestion was made by Karen to 
offer this money though grant program using an as-yet-to-be-determined unbiased RFP and award 
method. This can take place once Anna knows the money is coming.  
 
Discussion: Kitty says TN-IPC will have their annual conference in December with IPC. Nancy wondered if 
we’d do this every year or just the once. Karen said we should discuss this after the first conference. 
 
Steve Manning – session on drones; we might want to contribute to setting up that session. Need to 
consider what level of involvement we might want to have. Be partners? Sessions? Breakout? Had 
meeting with military F&W so will send that. Make sure there’s enough space at venue. Agenda – 
already has speakers lined up for other sessions; would like input on other speakers; equipment demos. 
Go to WeedWrangle.org for info on those. Annual event. Outreach to segment of society previously 
untapped. 2,000 volunteers in 2017 for March event. GCA is a leader and intend to make it a national 
event. Spread all over the country. Basically have a template/cookbook. TN had 77 sites; TN State Parks 
participated.  
 



New Business: New Editor Committee for Wildland Weeds publication – At the last board meeting, 
Karen suggested adding an Editor Committee for Wildland Weeds to the SE-EPPC board. The position is 
currently housed within FLEPPC (as an officer’s position) because they initiated the publication but 
Wildland Weeds is and has been a regional publication for some time now. FLEPPC would like to free up 
this officer position for another role. There is an existing editor who requested this change due to the 
regional range of the magazine, but he has not been active. I am seeking a new editor. Wildland Weeds 
is no longer printed but posted online due to lack of funds to print and distribute. Initially, Wildland 
Weeds was published quarterly starting in 1997 but began to dwindle after 2010 when funding was no 
longer adequate. 2011 and 2012 had two issues, no issues in 2013, one in 2014 and one in 2016 (the 
first online version). At this point, a schedule is not as important as simply bringing the publication back 
to life. Duties include soliciting, editing and publishing material as a magazine/ newsletter representing 
SE-EPPC and all chapters. For past issues, see the SE-EPPC website homepage and click on Wildland 
Weeds. All issues are available in PDF format and searchable by issue, author or plant name. Three 
indexes are also available from the charter issue (1997) through Winter 2006. 
 
Kitty suggested having chapters check with their boards for possible editors. Karen makes a motion to 
create an editor committee under the guidance of SE-EPPC; Bill Steele seconds. Christen said it wouldn’t 
be a committee of one but that several people should play different roles so it all doesn’t fall on one 
person. Motion approved.  
 
Liaisons: 

NA-IPC – Nancy Loewenstein – NAIPC is soliciting donations from regional EPPC’s and state 
chapters, suggesting contributions of $100 - $300 to sponsor North American Invasive Species (NAIS) 
forum (May 2017 in Savannah); and to provide travel funds for NAIPC board members to attend. 
Collected $600 (CA-$300; AL-$300; FL & TN have on their agendas for discussion at next board 
meetings). Goal is $1,500.  Lee proposes chapters contribute what they can. SE-EPPC contribute $300. 
Lee made a motion that SE-EPPC contribute $300 to NAIPC for sponsorship & travel to NAIS forum in 
Savannah. Bill Steele seconded. Motion passed. Lee to send a check. Nancy will send info as to where to 
send the check. NAIS forum will be policy oriented over research.  

 
National Park Service – Nancy Dagley – under a hiring freeze and cannot put contracts into 

effect until next continuing resolution. This one ends April 28th (work needs to be done by 4/18/17). 
Hopes Congress passes a resolution. All field work on hold. Doing training; full-time employees can work 
but not seasonal workers. Hope to be in the field by the end of April. True for the whole country. In 
October 2017, NPS IPP partnering 10/10 – 10/13 with Natural Areas Association in Fort Collins, CO. 
Exotic Pest Management Team (EPMT) nationally: training drone pilots (as well as other agencies). 
Drones are retired from Dept. of Defense (DoD). Safety, search and rescue, field surveys, DoT for 
herbicide application purposes. NPS hopes to use them for surveys. Invasive plant programs for NPS, 
especially SE, should have IPM plans in place. Used to be part of a larger document but now need a 5-10 
year plan. Can be coupled with other docs (general mgmt plans). Terri Hogan (NPS-ISP) will be in 
Savannah at NAIS Forum. Nancy asked if anyone else was using drones. Bill Steele is working with Rob 
Banford doing surveys. Jessica Spencer said USACE has a drone program in Jax office – erosion; surveys; 
storm damage assessment; working to become a center of expertise. Christen said USDA using drones 
for biocontrol surveys. Anna says FS uses drones for aerial mapping (surface mines; Eurasian milfoil 
outbreaks; they need to find out if they can be used in federal lands (forests, etc)). Nancy says they have 
an advisory group for people to get pilots’ (or some other) licenses. Anna – USDA-FS doesn’t own any; 
they partner with universities and NGOs. Corps gets COA (authorization) from FAA. Rob Emens – Texas 
F&W use drones to monitor giant salvinia in east Texas. Add to agenda for an upcoming meeting, 



possibly December meeting: Success of using drones as a tool. NC looking at using drones for herbicide 
application to treat Phragmites at Cape Lookout? Outer Banks? Farmers have been using them for some 
time. 

 
USACE – Jessica Spencer – APCP (aquatic plant control program) being reinvigorated. Got money 

to set up check stations out west for zebra mussels via WRDA (Water Resource Development Act) – a 

Congressional bill. Seed funding now back in aquatic program so can spend money; cost-share; 

budgeting aquatic plant control money (cost-shared with state); talk to local ACOE office or contact 

Jessica for contact info. Used to be a popular program (NY, LA, FL). Following a ~20-year hiatus funding is 

now available again.  They are working out the details now and setting things up again. Trying to get 

pythons on the list. Also, USACE has a drone program and can refer people to their Center of Expertise. 

Partnered with USDA, etc., so can help with that.  

 
USDA Forest Service – Anna Greis – hiring freeze; no budget yet from DC; no money to states yet 

but waiting to see what Congress does. Looking forward to seeing what we can do with $2,500. FY for FS 
is Oct/Oct. Anna works in state and private forestry.  

 
USFWS – Rebekah Gibble – no report.  
TNC – need a liaison. 

 
 
Chapter News: 
 
AL – Michelle Isenberg – Conference planned for May 3rd. Considering a directors’ and officers’ liability 
policy for their chapter. Spurred by individual who was acting independently; went on private property, 
girdled a Chinese tallow tree, then left an ALIPC brochure at site. General liability policies to cover board 
members are readily available and common.  
FL – annual conference next week in Melbourne, FL; plant list updated every 2 years. 2017 list just 
printed.  
GA – Tim Daly, interim-president, 1/17 Georgia Green Wintergreen Tradeshow; trying to get chapter 
back in order. Karan Rawlins doing first-detector workshops; Bodie working on invasive plant list, 
possibly with a grad student. Behind the curve.  
KY – no report 
MS – defunct  
NC – Sean Bloom – had 2017 annual meeting, March 22-23 at Elon University. Voted in new members. 
Hope to build off Texas’ Plant Right program; Plant Smart. Discussing Weed Wrangles for participation. 
Hosting a workshop this summer for land managers; how to use tools properly, etc.  
SC – Bill Steele – annual community grant program. Awarded two $1,000 grants. Received check from 
USFS for 2016 meeting. Has helped 12 Eagle Scouts earn badges on invasive plants. Hornaday Award 
(Boy Scouts of America) applicant contacted him. All required to do volunteer service.  
TN – Kitty had Weed Wrangles across state in March – state parks and 4 major metro areas as well as 
smaller towns. Board members going to garden shows across the state – Chattanooga Wild Ones. 
Working on updating their invasive plant list. Just finished grant with F&WS on privet removal near 
Nashville. Getting some new board members. New website: TNIPC.org   
 
Karen adjourned meeting.  
 


