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Neonative: “those taxa that have expanded 
geographically beyond their native range and that 
now have established populations whose presence 
is due to human-induced changes of the 
biophysical environment, but not as a result of 
direct movement by human agency, intentional or 
unintentional, or to the creation of dispersal 
corridors such as canals, roads, pipelines, or 
tunnels” (Essl et al 2019). 

Cryptogenic: taxa for which indications for alien 
status in a study region are available but for which 
definitive evidence is lacking, implying that the 
species could be native (Carlton 1996).









Neonative: ….

Parapophyte: synanthropic species of unknown origin, 
often widespread globally (pantropical or 
cosmopolitan), whose native range cannot be 
determined, making it difficult to classify them as 
native (apophyte) or introduced (anthropophyte).
– Nápoles et al. (1990)

Synanthrope: taxa that have evolved to live near 
humans and benefit from human settlements and their 
environmental modifications, not including 
domesticated plants or animals 

Extrapophyte (i.e. “expansive” Flora of Cuba): a native 
plant that grows in disturbed lands, and "exceeds 
(exceden)" or "expands beyond" its natural habitat





E. Little



Alien species

20 species



Malvastrum americanum - native “waif”



Alien species
• Franck lists 29 taxa of “ambiguous 

nativity”, i.e. cryptogenic, 
parapophyte

• Only agreement on Halophila 
johnsonii (ovalis)

• Bidens alba
• Dicranopteris flexuosa
• Scleria gaertneri
• Scleria eggersiana
• Scleria lacustris
• Scleria microcarpa



Dicranopteris flexuosa (drooping forked fern)
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Jacono 2001:
-…examined both Neotropical and 
African specimens of Scleria
lacustris and found African plants 
taller and more robust, with larger, 
better developed panicles. 
-…leaves on African specimens as 
acute and those on Neotropical 
plants as obtuse. 
-Core (Cuba; 1936) described 
leaves as "6 mm to 1.6 cm wide." 
Florida plants, 61 to about 230 cm 
in height, stand two to three times 
taller than specimens from Cuba. 
Also the leaf width is broader, 11-
25 mm wide

SenegalZambia





“widely distributed, sub-pantropical species in coastal 
habitats from Southeast Texas, Mexico, Central America, 
tropical South America, the Caribbean Basin, and tropical 
Africa. Ecologically, it can be dominant, and form vast, pure 
stands in coastal wetlands”
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FL



“aeolian plankton”








