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June 13th, 2013

• 21 infestations
– Last in DEC 2012

• Staff of 50
• Totals

– 570 positive 
properties

– 35,957 treated 
properties

– 46,979 surveyed 
properties

– 125,808 snails 
collected



Rat Lungworm

• Confirmed in October 
2012

• 5 positive core areas
– Further research to 
explore distribution 
within cores

– Increased sampling in 
other cores  

Lindo et al. 2002



Survey Process

• Twice monthly site visit
• Remove small yard debris
• Remove snails

– # per property
– % mortality 
– Age structure

• Egg mass
– # eggs 
– % viable embryos 

• Shell length 

• Treat site with metaldehyde
– Recently approved



Mortality Comparison: 
Metaldehyde vs [other methods]
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Log Specimen Live/Dead Since Inception
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*Note: In order to make the graph clearer, we have removed
the  31,000 retroactive snails added to the total count.

*



Other Trends 

• Mean size of collected 
shell has decreased 

• Possible sublethal
effects
– Fecundity
– Egg viability

• Snails have begun to 
“avoid” some bait types Julio Rodriguez, FDACS 2011



Under New Management: Bill Torres

• Former DEP
• Weed Management

• Willing to engage! 
– Collaborations
– Cross‐training of staff 



Natural Areas Survey

• Ongoing 
• Revisit natural areas 
near cores

• Miami‐Dade County 
Parks significant 
help

• Reporting 
– If you look? 
– LET US KNOW! 

• Negative data helps

NATURAL AREA SURVEY ‐ GALS PROGRAM

DATE:________
NAMES: AFFILIATION: 

Site#/ Latitude 
(Decimal)

Longitude 
(Decimal)

SUSPECT SAMPLE 
SUBMITTED (Y/N)

SUSPECT SNAIL 
COUNT COMMENTS

Stock Island Tree 
Snail? (Y/N)Grid#

scan and email to Eduardo.Varona@aphis.usda.gov and Andrew.Derksen@freshfromflorida.com, or fax to 305‐278‐4878



Hotline: Miami

• 1‐888‐397‐1517

• dpihelpline@
freshfromflorida.com



Circle of Life? 

Questions?


