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BP Cover & % Infestation
FL Everglades, 2010-12

Rodgers et al. (2014)



New Natural Enemy

Burckhardt et al. (2011)



Calophya latiforceps
(Hemiptera: Calophyidae)

• Native to Brazil, 
Adults
– Green & Yellow 

• Nymphs
– Form Circular Pit 

Galls
• Dorsal Surface 

Sclerotized

• Discovered in 2010

Burckhardt et al. (2011)



Peruvian Peppertree Example
• Calophya schini Discovered in CA, 1980s
• Attacked Ornamental Schinus molle L.

– Spread from San Diego to San Francisco
– Caused Severe & Widespread Damage
– Did NOT Attack Brazilian Peppertree

Downer et al. (1988)
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• Conducted near Salvador, Bahia; Ubu, Espirito
Santo; Itajai, Santa Catarina

- August 2012
- March 2014

Surveys in Brazil

Bahia

Espirito Santo

Santa Catarina



Host Specificity

• Test plants included 90 species in 48 families
• Gall initiation and complete development

only on Brazilian peppertree!!    

Schinus terebinthifolia
Haplotypes A, B, & Hybrid

Diaz et al. (2014)



Impact on Plant Height

• Plants after 4 months of exposure, without (L) & with (R) 
psyllid galls (Photo Credit: R. Diaz)



BP Leaf Photosynthetic Rates

Prade et al. (2015)



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/permits/tag/
downloads/TAGPetitionAction.pdf

Yeah 
Baby!



Conclusion

• Release of first Brazilian peppertree 
biological agent in Florida imminent

• Psyllid colony currently being maintained at 
UF/FDACS BCRCL, Ft. Pierce, FL

• Need to support the new biocontrol scientist
• Plan/ coordinate psyllid releases with FWC, 

USDA, WMDs, etc.



Thanx!!
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