15t" Annual Everglades Invasive Species Summit

WS
Ao ik
1*1\# ,_'--"' _ '

Everglades Cooperative Invasive
Species Management Area

EVERGLADES CISMA




ICISMA Partners

Miami-Dade County
US Fish and Wildlife Service
US National Park Service
Army Corps of Engineers
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Partners

Broward County, The Nature Conservancy, University of Florida,
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, U.S. Geological Survey, Florida Department of
Transportation, Florida Power and Light, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of
Florida, Seminole Tribe of Florida, U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of the Interior, Florida Department of Transportation,
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, Kampong Tropical Botanic Garden, the
Everglades Foundation, Auburn University, Palm Beach County
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South Dade Wetlands [ SDW) wildfire (Photo by Miami-Dade County STl

South Dade Wetlands: Not So Boring After All!
by Robin Gray-Urgelles and Gwen Burzycki, Miami-Dade County

ave you ever diven the 18-Mile

Stretch on US-1 from Florlda ity to
the Keys and thought, “When am | gaing
b get through this® Them's nothing to
seal"you are passing thraugh the 54000-
acre South Dade Wetlands [S0W, aka
Mol Lands), 3 large wetlard presene
that Is being jointly acquired ard
managed by the Miami-Dade County
Endronmentally Endangerad Lands
{EEL) Program and the South Flodda
Water Management District (SPVMDL
SDW and the adjacenmt Southern
Glades Widlite and Erwvironmenial
Area [SGWEA) encompass the largest
chiunk of freshwater mar prairie outside
Everglades Matioral Park and hawe
almiost all the ecological values of thelr
more fameus next-door nelghbor,

WIthin ane of the fastest growing urban
areas, the EEL Program aaong with
SPAWMD has brought 20,600 acres under
pubiic cwnershipsince 1954, Mast ofthat
Is criticaly-iImportant habitat for wading
birck, waterfowl, raptors, migratory
songbirds, as well as threatened and
endangered spacles such as the wood
stork, Eastern Indigo smake, and the
occaskonal Fiorlda panther.

This area acts a5 a Kayshone IITII'EL'HHQ
a 45 millllon-are CIZIH'UQLH.'IU! watland
presarve represanting most of the
remaining  Everglades  watershed
including Lowahatches National Wikdite
Refuge, Everglades & Fancls 5 Taylor
Wikl Managerment Area, Blg Cypress
Hatlonal Prasense, Eﬁgﬁlﬂi Matiaral
Park, the SGWEA] with Blscayne Mational
Park Figure 11

Like the rest of the Everglades, SOW
has sweaping vistas of sawgrass pralri
datted with tree Islands. The oool Stuf,
howewver, I5 In the detalls. On the 18-
Mile Strefch, kKingfshers, kestrels, and
reckshiouldersd hawks perch on power
lines; bald eagles soar on thermals; and
wading birds feed In borrow pits which
are rermnants of Flagler's rallway to the
Keys. And wiy [s theme all that fencng?
spactal  wiklie  underpasses  keep
panthers, crocodiies, and alllgators off
thie ro@d ard cars on.

Get off the man roads to apprecate
pockets of woodstarks, snowy egrets,
IIthe blue herons, tricoloned nerons, and
rosaate spoonbills as the wetlands dry
down and prey become concentrated.
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Scleria Rides the Waves of Infestation into the River of Grass
by Ryan Brown, South Florida Water Management District SFWMD)

Remnoving Sclerie knousinis from WCAIA In 2015 (Photo by: SPWMD).

¥pflc Scieria specles have been

creating waves In Florida lately.
There are now four nonnative spedes
Of this genus that have naturailzed
Im the state, all of which ocowr In the
Greater Everglades Reglon. Two of
these specles were Arst discovered In
Fiarida within the [ast two years.

Soerka Incustrls (Wright's nutrush) ks an
annual seoge that grows In seasonally
Inundated marshes. Its home range
extends fram the lkower African
continent to the Greater Carlbbean.
Whille It |5 considered exiremely rare
In Iis home range, this plant has found
the Ideal conditions to proliferate
In Florda. It was first dooumented 3
deCades 3q0 In central Flonda between
two wildiife management areas In Jana
Green Swamp. Initially, It was Bsted
as a Florida Exotic Pest Plant Coundll

[FLEPPC) Categaory 2 spackes in 2005,
but once Its displadve nature and
ahillity to alter the natural state of native
wEtland plant communities becama
apparent, It was reclassiication as a
Categary | spacies in 2005,

Wright's nrtrush has been making Bs
way down the Everglades watarshad
and hias faund a sultabis home In the
Water Consarvation Areas (WCA) The
maln c3auses af ks SFITE‘:II:I EI'E'”'II:ILQI'H
to be foraging birds and airboats
moving the sead to new bodies of
water. In 2011, we discovered & had
reached WCAIE and more recently
It popped up In WCAJA North and
WCAJA S0Uh In 2015 and 2007,
respectively. The South Florida Water
Management District {SPWMD) and
Florida Fish and Wildife Conservation
Commission  {FWC)  have  bsan
WDI‘HIﬂg to routinely manitar and
ret theasie araas.

Last summer, ECISMA  members
teamed up at the southem end of
WCAIE to0 methodically survey for
Wrights nuirush. Multiple  state
and federal agencles, amang other
voluntears, spiit up Inta small teams
on alrboats were assigned to spediic
SUTVEY transets

AS 3 result of the workday, a

new Infestation was  discovered
nof far Trom where If had been
documented In 2011 The sie and
density of the Infestation sugpested
the Imtroduction was not necent.
Because Wright's nutrush had already
gone to seed, the focus shifted
to directly collecting seeds from
the mature plants, bapging them
and ensuring proper disposal The
estabilshed plants were then treated
with herbicide to prevent further
seefd production. This seemed o
successfully reduce the number of
plants within the Infested area In
WICAZA North.

Given the stze of WCA'Y, It IS entinely
possiole that there are undocumented
Infestations  of Wights nutrush.
Conducting mare surveys 5 cnuclal
to determining the extent of Hs
oCoumence in the Everglades. We ane
stll hopeful thess infestations can ba
eradicated once they are Iocated, but
untll we know how much ks presant,
W Can'T be sure whether containment
or eradication are possible.

Sglerio Iocustnis removed from WCAIR
In 2005 {Phioto by: SFWMET).

CONTINUED DN PAGE 5




Coconut Creek Outreach
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South Florida Veterinary Medical Association Outreac

Be a responsible pet owner

m Learn about exotic pets before bringing one home
m Never release unwanted exotic pets

Have an exotic pet you can
no longer keep? Bring it to an
FWC Exotic Pet Amnesty Day

m All exotic pets are accepted (domestic pets are not accepted)

m Can’t attend an event? Call the FWC’s Exotic Species Hotline
year-round at 888-lve-Gotd

B There are no penalties for unlicensed or illegally held exotic pets
surrendered at these events

Adopters needed!

m The FWC needs experienced pet owners who are willing
to adopt surrendered exotic pets

m Applying to be an Exctic Pet Amnesty adopter is free

m Animals can be adopted at Exotic Pet Amnesty Day events
or year-round through the FWC’s Exotic Species Hotline

For more information about
Exotic Pet Amnesty Day events
and to download adoption forms
». visit MyFWC.com/Nonnatives
" (click on “Exotic Pet Amnesty Program”)

or call 1-888-IVEGOT1 (483-4681).
MyFWC.com

ADES CISMA
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NISAW Simpson Park Workday

g

Young catclaw vine with tuber. Notice Licaria triandra sapling with Licaria saplings in the foreground with
the limestone rock characteristic characteristic coloration of new catclaw vine climbing a false mastic in
of the rockland hammock habitat growth (Photo by: Gloria Antia). the background (Photo by: Gloria Antia).
(Photo by: Gloria Antia).
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FWC Python Contractors







SFWMD Python Contractors
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USDAWI|d|Ilfe Services PVES‘OD Trap Researc




NWR

oxahatchee

Non Target Exclusion Trials at L




Biological Cont

Z A =
Mites + Moths

Mites Only

rol Development

No Agents

Moths Only
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Downy Rosemyrtle Biological Control

11/04/2018
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Bra2|I|an Pepper Biological Control
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University ot Florida EDRR - Morlett's Crocodile
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Conehead Termites




Giant Hammerhead Flatworms
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Pinecrest Gardens Bay Snook Eradication
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2018 Non Native Fish Roundu Miccosukee A;ches
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Everglades Plant Monitoring Program

Weed Technalagy Multiscale Invasive Plant Monitoring:
Experiences from the Greater Everglades

. P e Restoration Area
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2013 Partner of the Year
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2015 Partner of the Year
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2017 Partner of the Year
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2018 Partner of the Year
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Friends of ECISMA (FOE) Incorporated

President of FOE In¢. - Ryan Steele
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Friends of EGISMA (EOE) Incomporated
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Friends of Everglades CISMA Race Against Invasives
2/23/2019 Shark Valley
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Fundraiser
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