
Year in Review

Tony Pernas, NPS and Dennis Giardina, FWC

15th Annual  Everglades Invasive Species Summit



Thanks to Summit Organization Committee
- Courtney Angelo, Broward County
- Justin Dalaba, University of Florida
- Erik Eckles, Broward County
- Jennifer Ketterlin, National Park Service
- Jennifer Nestler, University of Florida
- Leroy Rodgers, South Florida Water 

Management District
- Michel Therrien, Broward County



Brazilian Pepper 
Biocontrol!!

















Bob Darling (FWC/USFWS Volunteer) finally trapped the elusive Key Largo Water Monitor that the Nonnative Program with the 
help of the Crocodile Lakes Wildlife Refuge Interns captured. Group had been consistently trapping for a year and 7 months.



1st Interagency Python Plan Meeting,  April 2019

Python: 
SFWMD = 2163
FWC = 532
NPS Volunteers =1500+



Status of MOU



EDRR Plan Update



Large over 8 foot monitor hand captured by Ashley Lawrence  in Broward County (in picture is former Senior Nonnative Wildlife 
Technician Ashley Lawrence and Captive Wildlife Investigator Lex Corteguera).



Peter Iacono (Former Nonnative Wildlife Biologist) shot and removed this monitor from the E2 Canal in West Palm Beach.



Edward Mercer (former FWC Senior Nonnative Wildlife Technician ) with large Nile monitor shot along the C-51 Canal



Peter Iacono (Former Nonnative Wildlife Biologist) and Murray Stanford (Retired Senior Nonnative Wildlife Technician) shot a 
Nile monitor on the E2 Canal





While checking tegu traps, an Argentine Black and White Tegu was spotted and shot along Tallahassee Road in Homestead, FL by 
Eric Suarez (Former Senior Nonnative Wildlife Biologist)



17’, 140 lbs female Burmese python captured on March 14th in Big Cypress National Preserve. This python was caught in 
association with a telemetered python that is part of a research project that USGS is conducting in collaboration with NPS and 
James Madison University, and with veterinary assistance from Zoo Miami









Another python caught in association with a telemetered snake on March 5thby USGS and NPS personnel at Big Cypress National 
Preserve. It was over 15’ long, and weighed 103 lbs. 



Part of the USGS Fort Collins Science Center crew standing proudly next to their newly constructed python kennels and Y maze,
which were used this spring for some behavioral experiments in Everglades National Park. This research project is conducted in 

collaboration with NPS and James Madison University, and with veterinary assistance from Zoo Miami



Zoo Miami surgical staff helping the USGS surgically implant radio-transmitters in Burmese pythons for their python research.



Dalechampia Work Day Trade Winds, Park March 20, 2019 



Colleen Closius, Fisheries and Wildlife Biological Scientist II for Everglades and Francis S. Taylor WMA, captures and removes an 
invasive Burmese python while conducting exotic plant treatment inspections. 



Staff and volunteers work together to remove old farm remnants from the marsh in Rotenberger WMA.



Colleen Closius and Elena Suarez demonstrating teamwork at firearms safety training.



Everglades crew getting creative to transport native trees for tree island restoration during the dry season.



(Rachel Young, Colleen Closius, Ashley Chattle, Andrew Townsend, Elena Suarez, Rob Creswell, Sergio Gonzalez, and Ashley 
Taylor) from WHM Sunrise Field Office work together to treat invasive exotic grasses in the Everglades and Francis S. Taylor WMA.



Rachel Young having fun troubleshooting the Argo during restoration work. 



Joint helicopter burn with the SFWMD and ENP along a shared boundary to control Australian pine with fire.



SFWMD and FWC joint burn in Rocky Glades(Jeanette Parker in photo and Suzie Nutall) to reduce Burmareed above-ground 
biomass prior to an herbicide treatment.



Earth Day Invasive Plant Removal at Loxahatchee NWR with 35 Volunteers hand pulled the invasive exotic Arrowhead vine 
(Syngonium podophyllum) and small-leaf spiderwort (Tradescantia fluminensis) -1590 lbs



FOE /Florida Panther Fundraiser   April 6, 2019 (New Jersey Devils)   Feb 29, 2020 (Chicago Blackhawks 

• )



Joint ECISMA and TC CISMA  Missiongrass Survey Workday. 30 participants, 8 organizations, 256 miles of surveys. 
Good news  not documented on three routes.  Bad news, 2 new locations (FPL ROW and L-12) and considerable expansion in 

Loxahatchee Groves and HungryLand Slough.



Non-Native Fish Roundup Miccosukee Arches April 27, 2019



Non-Native Fish Species



Weigh-in



Lumnitzera Workday, Fairchild TBG (January 25, 2019)





Joy Kline and Jennifer Possley Dennis Giardina



Find the Lumnitzera?





Friends of ECISMA (FOE)  Fund Raising Events:  Invasive Species Brewery November 18th, 2018     May 26th, 2019



FOE President Haley Hanson and Joe Wazelewski, Invasive Species Brewery Fundraiser, May 26th, 2019











2019 ECISMA Partner of the Year



2019 Partners of the Year

Justin Dalaba, UFChristen Mason, SFWMD



2019 Partner of the Year



2019 Partner of the Year



Thank you ECISMA Partners
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