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Introduction 
Ants in the genus Nylanderia (Formicinae) are relatively small, pale yellow to almost black, and can be 
distinguished from other Formicinae in our region by the coarse, long, dark setae (macrochaetae), which are 
arranged in distinct pairs on the dorsum of the head and alitrunk. 
 
Identification 
Worker: Color reddish-brown; size fairly large overall length approximately 2.0-2.5 mm, HL 0.77-0.85 mm; 
eye size average for genus (OI 23-26); ocelli lacking; macrochaetae long, somewhat flexuous; head in frontal 
view with relatively dense pubescence, side of pronotum with dense pubescence; acidopore present at tip 
of gaster. 
Female: Similar coloration to workers; about 4.0 mm in overall length; acidopore present at tip of gaster. 
Male: Similar coloration to workers; size slightly larger than workers, about 2.4-2.7 mm in overall length; eye 
size much larger; with well developed wings; genitalia external with well developed parameres; parameres 
with sparse pilosity of uneven length and orientation. 
Tawny crazy ants can be recognized in the field by their extremely large populations, uniform size of workers, 
reddish-brown coloration, and rapid, erratic movement.  
 
Biology and Economic Importance 
In the U.S., this ant has become a serious nuisance species that has incredibly large populations and has 
proven difficult to control with conventional baits (Warner and Scheffrahn, 2004). Since its initial detection 
in Texas in 2002, it has caused serious economic and ecological damage in southern Texas (Meyer, 2008b). 
 
At this time, the economic and ecological impacts of this species are not fully known. In general, the tawny 
crazy ant is a serious nuisance pest. High densities of foraging workers in affected areas make day-to-day 
activities uncomfortable, if not impractical. This species does not sting, but is capable of inflicting a bite and 
spraying small quantities of formic acid, which may irritate some individuals.  Tawny crazy ants may reduce 
biodiversity of other animals, both invertebrate and vertebrate. Gold (2011) reported that tree-nesting birds 
and other small animals have been forced to move out of areas inhabited by large populations of crazy ants. 
Wetterer and Keularts (2008) reported that large numbers of N. pubens workers caused deaths of caged 
rabbits in St. Croix. In Colombia, N. fulva is considered a serious pest that has displaced native fauna; caused 
chickens to die of asphyxia; attacked larger animals, such as cattle, around the eyes, nasal fossae and 
hooves; and caused grassland habitats to dry out as a result of elevated hemipteran levels on plants (Arcila 
et al. 2002, Meyers 2009). 
 
Tawny crazy ants have been reported to destroy honey bee hives in Texas by consuming brood, and then 
colonizing the hive (Drees, 2009, Harmon 2009). Their presence in various materials being transported (i.e. 
hay, mulch, potted plants, etc.) may reduce value of goods (Drees 2009). Large accumulations of tawny crazy 
ants have been reported causing short circuits and clogging switching mechanisms, which has resulted in 
electrical shortages in a variety of equipment such as phone lines, air conditioning units, chemical-pipe 
valves, computers, security systems, and sewage lift pump stations (Drees 2009, Pagad 2011, Meyers 2008b). 
Due to large populations, this species is difficult to control, and typically requires professional 
exterminators. 
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