
The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency has approved land adjacent to a 
federal Superfund site in Glynn County 
for use as a new jail and sheriff’s office.

Glynn County is purchasing the 35-acre 
tract, a portion of the polluted LCP 
Chemicals site, from Honeywell Interna-
tional Inc., for $475,000 – considered a 
bargain by county officials. Its appraised 
value is $875,000. 

The site for the new 610-bed detention 
center is off U.S. 341, south of Com-
munity Road and adjacent to the Glynn 

County Public Works compound.
IPG Architects, based in Valdosta, has 

completed the design and engineering for 
the jail, the construction of which is an-
ticipated to start this summer.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
gave the county the “Ready for Reuse” 
go-ahead in a letter March 22. County of-
ficials released the information Wednes-
day.

The announcement follows the ap-
proval of the jail site plan Tuesday by the 
Mainland Planning Commission.

The Glynn County Commission want-
ed the EPA to clear the land, which is 

part of the old LCP Chemical plant, be-
fore building a jail and housing inmates 
and sheriff deputies there. Commission-
ers wanted the EPA’s sanction as an extra 
precaution.

Among the pollutants from the old 
chemical plant contaminating the area 
around the former chemical plant is mer-
cury. Initial plans called for expanding 
the Glynn County Detention Center at its 
current site on Newcastle Street near the 
front door of downtown Brunswick. Af-
ter citizen protests and a federal lawsuit, 
the commission voted to construct a new 
detention center outside the city.

Plant biologist Eamonn Leonard held a 
branch of invasive tamarisk, or salt cedar, 
Wednesday at the edge of a marsh near to 
Georgia Department of Natural Resourc-
es headquarters, near the Sidney Lanier 
Bridge.

“This wasn’t planted here, but it ended 
up here all the same,” Leonard said.

He proceeded to point out several other 
plant species in the area that ended up in 
Brunswick without help from humans. 
Invasive or non-native plants are often 

spread through natural processes.
“Tamarisk isn’t as prevalent here as it 

is out West, but it is easily found here,” 
Leonard said.

As a natural resources biologist with 
the Coastal Resources Division of DNR, 
Leonard spends much of his time tracking 
invasive plants and attempting to control 
those that could have a negative impact on 
the Coastal Georgia ecosystem.

“People see this stuff and say, ‘Oh, it’s 
green, it’s probably OK,’  but it’s not,” 
Leonard said. “It’s filling the spot where 
something native could live.”

To help control the spread of invasive 

plants in Coastal Georgia, environmental 
organizations in 11 coastal counties have 
started the Coastal Georgia Cooperative 
Invasive Management Area, or CISMA, 
to track and identify problem plants.

“It is a way for us to know what species 
are now, or could become, a major prob-
lem,” Leonard said.

One such plant is phragmites, or com-
mon reed, a wetland grass that can grow 
as high as 15 feet. The plant can be a 
major detriment to native marsh habitat, 
Leonard said.

A Brunswick-Glynn County Joint Water-
Sewer commissioner is reviving an idea to spend 
money from utility fees to hire a public informa-
tion officer to tell the commission’s story to the 
public.

“Sometimes a commissioner or official might 
not have the right or whole answer, or maybe 
they are speaking solely on what they think,” 
said Cornell Harvey, who is also an elected 
Brunswick city commissioner. “A (public infor-
mation officer) could get information to people 
better and help explain it in detail, than letting a 
commissioner speak.”

For example, Harvey said, if the utility com-
mission were to raise rates for water or sewer 
service, it would be beneficial to have a paid staff 
member convey the information to customers. 

The utility commission had previously dis-
cussed the idea of hiring a public relations of-
ficer at an annual salary of $30,000 to $40,000, 
but abandoned it after a proposed restructuring 
of the utility commission arose. 

Now that Brunswick and Glynn County vot-
ers will decide July 31 whether to reduce the 
number of elected city and county commission-

Dredging of the outer channel of the Bruns-
wick harbor has been halted until later this year, 
because of an increase in injuries to sea turtles.

Sixteen turtles – not all injured by dredging – 
were reported to have been injured or stranded 
during the week of March 18, compared to only 
one in the same week a year ago, said Mark 
Dodd, wildlife biologist for the Wildlife Re-
sources Division of the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources.

Dodd estimated that five of the 16 sustained 
injuries caused by dredging. Collisions with 
ships might have been the cause of other fatali-
ties. A sea turtle is considered to be stranded if it 
is incapacitated or dead. About 99 percent of sea 
turtles that wash ashore are dead. 

Both the dredging-related injuries and other 
strandings can be tied directly to warmer-than-
normal water temperatures and an earlier arrival 
of sea turtles for a nesting season that typically 
begins in May.

More than two dozen turtles, many of them 
endangered species, have been reported dead 
during the first 12 weeks of the year, because 
of unseasonably warm weather, Dodd said. The 
cold-blooded animals cannot thrive in warm 
water, because they rely on the environment to 
control their body temperature.

A failure to spend money quickly 
enough and confusion about the acquisi-
tion of land for an Altamaha Technical 
College campus in Glynn County may 
have prevented the project from happen-
ing this year.

College administrators had planned to 
construct the first building of what would 
eventually be a multi-building campus 
in Glynn County. But just days before 

the end of the General Assembly session 
last week, the legislative conference com-
mittee reallocated $14.3 million in bond 
money for the Altamaha Tech project to a 
campus of Gwinnett Technical College in 
north Fulton County.

A final approval of the Altamaha Tech 
project was complicated by questions 
about exactly how much land the college 
was acquiring for its campus, according 
to Randal Morris, chairman of the Alta-
maha Technical College board.

“There was an understanding at the 

(Technical College System of Georgia) 
that there was more than 30 acres set 
aside for the campus,” Morris said.

The Brunswick Glynn County Devel-
opment Authority is in the process of ac-
quiring 21 acres on Glynco Parkway, to 
be donated by the McBride Family, for 
the campus. To complete the deal, both 
the technical college system and the state 
property commission must approve the 
property for a campus.
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Highest rain chance 
starts in afternoon

A slight chance of rain this 
morning will pop up to 40 
percent at 3 p.m. and continue 
through the night. Wind gusts 
could hit 21 mph. Tides and 
five-day forecast, 12A

College shows film, 
presents talk

A lot is going on today at 
College of Coastal Georgia, 
and you don’t have to be a 
student to take advantage of 
it. Each event is at 7 p.m.:

• John Inscoe, a University 
of Georgia professor will 
speak in the Health and Sci-
ence building auditorium on 
“Writing the South through 
Self” as part of a Civil War 
series.

• The movie “Rabbit Proof 
Fence,” about three aborigine 
women who escape from 
servitude, will be shown in 
the Campus Center. 

The health building is along 
the south drive from Altama 
Avenue and the center is 
along the north.

Schools help search 
for new readers

Altama Elementary School 
students had a recent mix of 
fun and learning when they 
participated in the annual 
Easter book hunt. The Lit-
eracy Project, 3A

Destiny Palmer

Banning drivers  
from distractions

We’ve all seen stupid – and 
dangerous – things people do 
while driving a car: texting, 
applying makeup. Is it time 
for state law to get tougher on 
distracted driving and maybe 
outlaw talking on a cell phone 
for everyone? Editorial, 6A

County commission 
meets today

The Glynn County Com-
mission will meet at 6 p.m. 
today at the historic court-
house, 701 G St., Brunswick. 
Among the items on the 
agenda is a change in proce-
dure for public comments.
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Harbor 
dredging 
injuring 
turtles

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

One of four green sea turtles being treated at 
the Georgia Sea Turtle Center on Jekyll Island 
for injuries caused by dredges.

Technical college building 
doomed by uncertainty
Bond money sat idle, land acquisition for campus in limbo 

What is growing here that should not be
Among the 40 invasive plant species identified in Glynn County by the Early Detection & Distribution Mapping System are:

Kudzu
Identified on U.S. 17 
near Glynco Parkway

Tree of heaven
Identified on north 
St. Simons Island

Japanese 
honeysuckle

Identified in Brunswick

Chinaberry
Identified on Downing 
Musgrove Causeway

Red sesbania
Identified on Warde 
Street in Brunswick

Plant invaders taking root

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

Eamonn Leonard, a natural resource biologist with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Coastal Resources 
Division, displays an invasive tamarisk tree near the DNR headquarters, 1 Conservation Way, Brunswick.

Effort tries to halt eco-threat

Risk brings end 
to maintenance job

Utility board 
to reconsider 
spokesperson
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Jail site gets environmental OK
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