
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Meeting the Challenges of Invasive Non-native Plants” 
GA-EPPC 2009 Annual Meeting 

 
 
by Brian Arnold, Natures Landscape Services, Inc. 
 
The Georgia Exotic Pest Plant Council (GA-EPPC) held their 2009 Annual 
Meeting at The State Botanical Garden of Georgia in Athens on November 5th.  
This years meeting was entitled “Meeting the Challenges of Invasive Non-native 
Plants” and was filled with informative presentations from authoritative speakers, 
as well as opportunities to share ideas and network with others involved with 
non-native invasive species.  
Registration included professionals from four southeastern states and a diversity 
of professions. 
 
Cynthia Tayor, Natural Resouce Manager for Elachee Nature Science Center, 
represented the GA-EPPC board in welcomeing attendees and introducing 
speakers. 
 
Dr. James H. Miller, Research Ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service, Southern 
Research Station, and Affiliate Professor of Forestry with Auburn University‟s 
School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences, was the keynote speaker.   
In his presentation, “Heroic Group and Individual Efforts are Finally Making a 
Difference”, Dr. Miller recognized the many efforts of GA-EPPC members and 
their volunteer teams, who have conducted projects aimed at controlling non-
native invasive species.  He highlighted the collective efforts of GA-EPPC in 
formulating one of the most complete invasive plant lists in the region and the 
University of Georgia‟s Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health‟s 
many invaluable websites. 
Dr. Miller exemplified the need for individual concern about invasive species and 
the need to work together, and discussed the improved communication and 
education processes involved.  He highlighted the formation and enabling of the 
four State‟s cogongrass and invasive task forces. He further stressed the 
importance of “Mapping” invasive species, and announced the newly posted 
regional maps showing occupation of 33 high threat invasive taxa at 
www.invasive.org/fiamaps/ along with spreadsheets detailing occupation.   He 
stressed EPPC‟s role in informing “those in power” of the bio-security threat 
posed by their presence. 
In a presentation that led to lively discussion, Dr. Miller challenged attendees to 
consider the emerging understanding regarding the liabilities of prescribed 
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burning in opening forest stands to invasion.  He stressed that good judgment 
must be used with this treatment, weighing the positive benefits with these 
liabilities when invasives occur nearby. Dr. Miller also updated attendees 
regarding literature tools being developed, including a revision of the popular 
“Nonnative Invasive Plants of Southern Forest”, authored by him.  An expanded 
two volume set should be available free for wide distribution by early summer. 
 
James Johnson, Forest Health Coordinator for the Georgia Forestry 
Commission, discussed funding of invasive species control efforts made 
available by a Federal Stimulus grant.  Within his presentation, “Georgia‟s 
Invasive Species Incentive Program – Economic Stimulus Funding”, Mr. Johnson 
outlined the process for which his agency is using to award the $1,795,000 of 
stimulus funds available. 
Mr. Johnson explained that though the funds are designated for invasive species 
control, the primary purpose of the funds is job creation.  
He also informed that though Georgia State Park and Historic Sites and the 
Warnell School lands managed by the University of Georgia have funds 
earmarked for surveying, control and marketing of a consistent invasive species 
message, the majority of the funds will go to private land owners, with “limited 
resource” landowners receiving priority. 
Mr. Johnson stated that there was much interest in obtaining the funding, as his 
agency received 500 requests for an amount that exceeded $4,000,000. 
Though the application period for funding has expired, more about program 
details are available at www.gatrees.org. 
 
Newt Hardie, leader of the Kudzu Coalition provided his presentation on “Using 
Farm Equipment to Kill Kudzu”.   
The Kudzu Coalition , a Spartanburg, SC non-profit organization, has gained 
recognition for it‟s innovation in controlling kudzu and other invasive species, 
though it has been in existence for only five years, consists of a work force that is 
volunteer, and operates without grants of any kind. The Coalition uses absolutely 
no herbicides but does work together with owners using chemical treatments – 
usually by mopping up surviving kudzu plants. 
Mr. Hardie provided an entertaining presentation in which he demonstrated how 
his organization uses farm equipment and skid steer (Bobcat) tractors to battle 
kudzu.  Several of the innovations include modifications, engineered by Coalition 
volunteers, to equipment and equipment implements.  Participants were treated 
to images of “Kudzilla”, a skid steer tractor growing in fame, being used in 
various applications. 
Mr. Hardie shared how the Kudzu Coalition uses its innovations to manage 
biomass, lift crowns from the soil so that they will be exposed to the fatal cold, 
and, if the infested site is level and open, convert respective areas to gardens or 
other livable space. 
One of the present objectives of the Kudzu Coalition is to shorten the length of 
time needed to remove kudzu from a given site. In 2009 the group removed 99 % 
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of the kudzu in nine months, then at a different site in nine weeks, and finally in 
90 minutes at yet another site. 
Mr. Hardie suggested visiting www.kokudzu.com and participating in Kudzu 
Kollege, which is described on the website, in order to learn more about the 
Coalition‟s work.  
 
In a second presentation entitled “Engaging Volunteers in the Fight Against 
Invasives”, Mr. Hardie described experiences and lessons learned in finding, 
recruiting, and retaining volunteers. For example, he suggests not providing an 
ax to high school students (because they chop down desirable trees) and not 
scheduling a work session the day before a holiday (because their minds have 
already gone on vacation).  
 

Steve Sanchez, Landscape Architect with Hughes, Good, O‟Leary and Ryan, 
addressed attendees in a presentation entitled “Non-native Invasive Species and 
the Challenge of Landscape Design”.  Mr. Sanchez has become recognized for 
his use of native plant material and his concern for invasive plant issues.  
Mr. Sanchez shared, from a Landscape Architects position, the challenge of 
creating a functional and aesthetic landscape without the use of exotic plants, 
several of which are invasive. 
The presentation began with a brief history of exotic invasive plants, as it was 
explained that most early exotics came from Europe and their introduction here 
coincided with colonization.  It was further explained that today, most exotic 
invasive plants found in the Southeastern United States originate from a specific 
region of Asia with a similar climate and geography.  Maps were used to 
demonstrate similarities in latitude and continental position.    
Regarding why exotics are used to begin with, Mr. Sanchez explained the 
difficulty in finding native plants that satisfy the needs of landscape clientele.  For 
though there are several native shade trees to choose from, the pallet of native 
evergreen shrubs, flowering shrubs, and evergreen groundcovers able to 
withstand commercial conditions, is limited.  Many natives are “finicky”, difficult to 
grow, and considered to be “common” by clientele, while the Asian exotics are 
generally considered drought tolerant, tough, and interesting. 
The role of the Green Industry was discussed throughout the presentation.   
The lack of knowledge held by many landscape architects, regarding plant 
material that is native and/or invasive, was discussed.   
Attendees learned of examples where old exotics are being reintroduced.  One 
alarming example is Ligustrum sinense „Swift Creek‟, as Ligustrum sinense is a 
prolific Chinese Privet species.  Other examples include a cultivar of Mimosa 
recognized as Albizia julibrissen „Summer Chocolate‟, and a variegated form of 
kudzu recognized as Pueraria Montana var. lobata „Sherman‟s Ghost‟. 
Mr. Sanchez warned that exotic plants with showy fruit often turn out to be 
invasive, as fruit is consumed by wildlife that in turn disseminate seed.  Other 
precautions were discussed as well. 
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Chuck Bargeron, Information Technology Director with the University of Georgia 
Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health, presented “Georgia 
Invasives – implementing volunteer mapping using EDDMapS”. 
EDDMapS, Early Detection & Distribution Mapping System, is used to record 
locations where invasive species are found.  It cooperates with and aggregates 
data from other invasive species mapping projects, and provides an important 
tool for managing invasives.  It is used, among other things, in Early Detection & 
Rapid Response (EDRR) efforts, which is a program used to prevent 
establishment of an invasive in a given area, and to justify the need for 
management and resources.  The maps can be found on the Centers website at 
www.invasive.org. 
Attendees were informed of how EDDMapS benefit invasive species control 
efforts, as over 1,300 invasive plant species are currently listed, there are over 
eight hundred users, and there have been more than 200,000 visitors to the 
respective website. 
Mr. Bargeron explained the simple process by which an individual can register as 
a user and in so doing, take advantage of benefits such as receiving an email 
alert in the event that a given invasive is reported within a designated territory.  
Users can also assist the system by reporting an invasive found in an area where 
it has not yet been recorded.   
The ease of using EDDMapS was covered, along with present on-line training 
materials which include advice on plant photography and submitting Herbarium 
samples. 
Attendees were also informed of enhancements that are planned for EDDMapS, 
including on-line training courses that qualify for Continuing Education Credits. 
 
Danielle Greene, GA-EPPC board member and Curator of Horticulture and 
Environmental Initiatives at Zoo Atlanta, lead a “Panel Discussion” addressing 
the topic of working with volunteers.  Panelist, consisting of Ms. Taylor and Mr. 
Hardie, as well as Ayanna Williams of Park Pride, Blake Watkins of Trees 
Atlanta, and Dave Butler of Dekalb County Parks Department, offered attendees 
their advice by sharing success stories, as well as failures.  The panel provided a 
great opportunity, for attendees that work with volunteers, to ask questions and 
gather creative ideas from experts. 
 
The day consisted of some business as the membership elected officers as 
follows: 
Cynthia Taylor, President 
Natural Resource Manager Elachee Nature Science Center 
Mincy Moffett, President Elect 
Georgia DNR Nongame Conservation Section 
Brian Arnold, Secretary 
Natures Landscape Services, Inc. 
Elaine Nash, Treasurer 
Georgia Native Plant Society 
 



Board members were pleased with the outcome of the meeting as speakers were 
informative and networking opportunities were aplenty. 
Other GA-EPPC activities can be found at www.gaeppc.org. 


