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to increase the sustainable use and conservation of native 

wildflowers, plants and landscapes. 

Our Mission 



1982 Founders Lady Bird Johnson and 
actress Helen Hayes establish 
the National Wildflower Research 
Center in a small house in east 
Austin. 

The Center begins to offer tours 
to the public.  It attracts more 
than 800 wildflower enthusiasts 
in April and May.  

1985 

Wherever I go in America, I like it 

when the land speaks its own 

language in its own regional 

accent. Lady Bird Johnson, 1993 

Wildflower Center History 

Ever since I was very young, I liked to 

creep off to a field near my grandmother's 

farm in Maryland, find a patch of 

wildflowers -- curl up in it, and dream 

beautiful dreams." Helen Hayes 



  
1993 

A 42-acre site was 

purchased in south 

Austin, ideal for 

expanded research and 

education programs.  

 

 

 

 

20,000 square feet of roof 

collects 10,200 gallons 

per inch of rain. At 30 

inches per year, the 

system can collect 

approximately 300,000 

gallons a year. 

Wildflower Center History 



1995 The Center opens its new facility in south Austin. 



1982 - 42 Acres  

1999 - 178 Acres 

2003 - 285 Acres 

2003 

1998 The National Wildflower 

Research Center is officially 

renamed the Lady Bird 

Johnson Wildflower Center. 

Purchase of 136 acres 

increases the size of the 

Center to 178 acres. 

2000 

An additional 107 acres 

complete the Center’s land 

acquisition. 

Wildflower Center History 



2005 Renewed emphasis on 

National program, 

research, plant 

conservation, invasive 

species, and sustainable 

sites. 

2006 Wildflower Center becomes 

an Organized Research Unit 

within the College of Natural 

Science at the University of 

Texas at Austin. 

“Those of you who know me are well aware 

that the Wildflower Center is very close to 

my heart. I think of it as my forever project. 

What you may not now is that I graduated 

from the University. Such a union would be 

a proud and happy one for me, and I 

believe, in the best interests of the Center 

and the University. My devotion to both is 

complete.”  

Lady Bird Johnson. 

Wildflower Center History 

2007 Lady Bird Johnson dies at 

the age of 94. 



Center At a Glance 

• 279 Acre site 

• 52 large-scale research plots 

• 12 acres of gardens containing 

650 native plant species 

• 2 miles of fully accessible trails 

• 100,000 Visitors per year 

• 13,000 Members Nationwide 

• 8,000 School Children 

• 15,000 Readers of Wildflower 

• 55 Full and part-time staff 

• 400+ Volunteers 

• 30 M Page Views 

A national conservation organization 

and a regional native plant botanic 

garden. 

Wildflower Center Today 



Horticulture Program 

The Center’s Horticulture Program is charged with designing, installing and 

maintaining the gardens at the Center. Their goal is to showcase the 

versatility of native plants in compellingly beautiful gardens. 

• Demonstration 

• Homeowner 

Inspiration 

• Streams and Ponds 

• Butterfly Garden 

• Color Garden 

• Regional Collections 

• Thematic Beds 

 



Education Program 

The Environmental Education program seeks to bridge the gap between 

people and the natural world by transforming the way people think about 

plants. 



Reports indicate that as many as 5,000 of North 

America’s native plant species are at risk of 

extinction. In Texas alone, more than 200 native 

plant species are at risk and 28 of those species 

are listed as threatened and endangered. 

 

Millennium Seed Bank – Wildflower Center is 

one of five U.S. organizations participating in 

global seed collection project. To date, 1.5 

million seeds and 230 species collected from a 

target list of 600 Texas species  

 

Plant Conservation 



USES NATIVE PLANTS TO SOLVE 

ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS 

• Research and Demonstration 

• Ecological Management 

• Green Roofs 

• Roadside Revegetation 

• Carbon Sequestration 

• Prairie Restoration 

• Native Turf Grasses 

• Fire Ecology 

• Invasive Species Control and 

Management 

Applied Research 



The Landscape Restoration Program combines ecological restoration, 

conservation biology and landscape ecology to restore the health of 

ecosystems in Central Texas and beyond. 

Landscape Restoration 



Guidelines for Sustainable 

Landscapes 

 

National partnership with American 

Society of Landscape Architects and 

United States Botanic Garden. 

 

Similar to LEED green building 

guidelines and rating system. 

 

Incentives and instruction for creating 

environmentally sound landscapes. 

 

www.sustainablesites.org 

  

  

 

Sustainable Site Initiative 



“The National Wildflower Research Center 
has committed itself to setting up a national 
clearinghouse of information on wildflowers 
and native plants”  

 -- Spring 1984, National Wildflower 
Research Center  

 

“To assemble and disseminate information 
that will encourage the cultivation, 
conservation, and preservation of 
wildflowers and other native flora throughout 
North America. ” 

 -- Article III of the NWRC original 1982 
bylaws  

National Outreach 



Native Plant Information Network 

Native Plant Database – 
Searchable database with 
information on 7,033 
native plant species. 
 
Image Gallery – 23,874 
native plant images. 

2009 In Review 

- 2.9M Visitors 

- 28.3M Page views 

- 3.8M Plant Images 

- 2.9M Plant Records 

- 2,187 Volunteer Hours 



Native Plant Information Specialist 

4,900+ Q&As. 

 Botanists and volunteers answer questions. 

 Answers can be accessed geographically, by 

keyword search and by topic. 

 180,954 Smarty Plants questions read in one 

month of Spring 2009. 

NPIN 



Each quarter our magazine covers 

native plant issues of national 

horticultural and ecological significance 

from a regional and national 

perspective. 

Circulation ≈ 15,000.    

Wildflower Magazine 



Established in 2002, the Center’s affiliate 

program encourages the preservation and 

use of native plants in all regions of the 

country through a network of affiliate botanic 

gardens, arboreta, and organizations. 

Affiliates 



“The environment is where we all meet; where we all have a mutual 

interest; it is the one thing that all of us share. It is not only a mirror 

of ourselves, but a focusing lens on what we can become.”      

Lady Bird Johnson 


