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Program 

8:30–9:00 am Registration  

9:00-10:00 am Keynote: The Importance of Biodiversity in the Landscape (Dr. Dayton Wilde, 
University of Georgia)  

Supporting biodiversity in urbanized areas plays an important role in the overall 
health of the ecosystem. Consumers are increasingly making purchasing choices 
based on the environmental qualities of ornamental plants. One way to promote  
biodiversity is via increased use of native landscaping plants. Dr. Wilde will talk 
about challenges and opportunities to scaling up the use of native species in 
landscaping by providing ornamental plants that are both ecologically functional 
and economically viable. 

10:00 – 10:45 am  The Kudzu Bug:  The Story of an Invasive Insect Pest (Dr. Wayne Gardner, 
UGA) 

Only about 600 species of insects or related arthropods are significant pests of food, 
fiber, and human and animal health in the United States.  Yet, over 480 of those pest 
species are considered as invasive because they arrived – accidentally or otherwise 
– in the United States to become pests because of the relative lack of biotic or abiotic 
factors that regulate their populations and spread in their expanded ranges.  One 
recent example to be discussed in more detail is the arrival of Megacopta cribraria, 
the kudzu bug, in Georgia in 2009.  The insect became established in kudzu, its 
preferred host plant, and spread rapidly into 7 additional states within 3 years.  It 
now has been reported from 13 states and the District of Columbia.  The kudzu bug 
has become a significant pest of soybean production throughout its expanded 
range.  It is a nuisance pest for outdoor activities with its pungent odor and large 
numbers of swarming adults.  Some people have allergic skin irritations resulting 
from exposure to the insects.  And, fear of accidental exportation of the insect from 
the United States via containerized shipments or passenger jet travel has caused 
international trading issues with trading partners. 

10:45 – 11:00 am   Break 

11:00 – 12:00 pm Screening out the Invaders (Dr. Deah Lieurance, University of Florida Center 
for Aquatic and Invasive Plants) 

Predictive weed risk assessments are gaining acceptance as tools for preventing 
import of new plant species. These tools may also be used to identify species with 
high and low probability of becoming invasive that are already present in the new 
location, but are under consideration for increased propagation and trade.  

12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch - provided  

Annual Business Meeting & Announcement of Grant Awards 

1:00 – 1:45 pm Chemical Control of Unwanted Bamboo (Dr. Mark Czarnota, UGA) 



 Dr. Czarnota, a weed scientist will share his recent research of bamboo and the best 
ways to control it.  

1:45 – 2:15 pm Eco-Friendly Landscapes: Research Updates (Susan Hawkins and Bethany 
Harris, Dept. of Horticulture, UGA) 
Susan will share her breeding work with little bluestem, a native grass, for spittlebug 

resistance and cold-hardiness, and her research on reducing invasive properties of Vitex. 

Bethany will talk about her research on increasing biodiversity in ornamental landscapes 

via attracting pollinators, herbivorous insects, and biological enemies. 

2:15–3:15pm  Impacts of Invasive Wetland/Riparian Plant Species on the Conservation and 
Restoration Efforts of Rare Plant Communities in North Georgia (Dr. Mincy 
Moffett, Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources) 

This presentation will focus on the conservation and restoration efforts of the 
Georgia Plant Conservation Alliance (GPCA) in selected rare plant communities in 
wetlands of North Georgia.  The specific focus will be on Blue Ridge mountain bogs 
and Ridge & Valley calcareous seeps and fens.  Dozens of species of conservation 
concern occur in these special communities, including many that are state and 
federally protected.  Unfortunately, many of these areas are also highly impacted 
with invasive plant species, both hindering restoration of these areas and 
threatening their long-term conservation and maintenance.  

3:15–3:30 pm  Break 

3:30–4:30 pm Biological Control of Non-native Pests – an Essential Part of IPM                                   
(Dr. Kris Braman, University of Georgia) 

Non-native pests are often first established and build to high populations in 
landscapes, where we find overuse or misuse of pesticides, general lack of pest 
management information, and tools and training for landscape problems.  Dr. 
Braman’s approach focuses on improving the sustainability and profitability of 
urban plant production and landscape pest management through integrating 
natural enemies and alternative control technologies into IPM through enhanced 
understanding of tritrophic interactions in urban plant systems.    

4:30–4:45 pm        CEUs and Program Evaluations 


