
Let’s Sort Plants! 
 

Grade Level: K 
 
Subject: Science 
 
GPS: SKL1a,c; SKL2b 
 
Time Required: 1 hour 
 
Setting: Indoors 
 
Materials: 
 One copy of all copy pages 
 Scissors 
 Laminate if desired  
 Crayons – one for each student (at least five different colors and several different lengths) 
 
Objectives:  
 Students will recognize the difference between living and non-living materials. Students will be 
able to group plants according to their observable features. Students will be able to explain the 
similarities and differences in plants.  
 
Vocabulary: 
 Sort – to place things into groups according to their like features 
 Native Plant – a plant that occurs naturally in a specific area 
 Weed – an unwanted plant that can be harmful to other plants 
 
Background: 
 Non-native invasive plants can be introduced to students at an early age by referring to them as 
weeds. The color cards are pictures of parts of these plants. Although they are colorful and pretty, it 
should be explained that these weeds grow very fast and can take the sun, food and water away from 
native plants. In order to protect our native plants, habitats, and ecosystems, it is very important to 
begin introducing this information to students at an early age. 
 
Preparation for Indoor Activity: 
 Print 2 sets each of color cards, size cards, and living, non-living cards from the copy pages. 
Cut out the cards and laminate if desired. One set of cards will be used at each station during the 
indoor activity.  
   
Outdoor Activity: 
 Discuss living and non-living with the students. Walk the students to the edge of the schoolyard 
or to a nearby park (you will need an area that has lots of vegetation). Tell the students that they are 
scientists that are studying living and non-living things. Have them use their eyes and ears to find one 
living thing (not a person). Tell them not to touch what they find, just point to it. The students will 
point to each other, and they should see lots of plants and insects and hear birds. Discuss what they 
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discover. Next have the students find one non-living thing (examples: dirt, rocks, litter, buildings, etc.). 
They may also hear cars or planes. Discuss the things that they find. Point out plants that grow there 
naturally and a few weeds. Kudzu is a great example of a weed that grows fast and harms other native 
plants. 
 
Indoor Activity: 
 Set up six stations with one set of cards at each station (color cards, size cards, and living, non-
living cards). Divide the students into groups of 4. Send one group to each station. Have each group 
sort their set of cards. After they finish, have the students mix up the cards and rotate the groups to a 
new station. Continue the rotations until each group has visited every station. Clapping of your hands 
or blinking the room lights are good signals for rotation.    
  
Evaluation: 
 Have each student draw a picture of a living and non-living thing.  
 Have each student pick a crayon. Have the students sort the crayons into groups by color. Next 
have them sort the crayons by size.    
 
References: 
 www.clipart.peirceinternet.com 
 www.webweaver.nu/clipart/insects1.shtml
 http://www.gaeppc.org/list.cfm 
 http://www.invasive.org/ 
 http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/invspfactsheets.shtml 
 http://dictionary.reference.com/ 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 
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