
 
 

Dear members and friends, 
 
Welcome to the first GA-EPPC newsletter! Many thanks to Cynthia Taylor and Judith Cocus of Elachee Nature Science 
Center for their hard work and patience in putting this together.  Our organization has been quiet for a while, but GA-EPPC 
and a number of our members have been hard at work in the fight against invasive exotic pest plants, as you’ll see in this 
newsletter. 
  

Our Board of Directors decided last year to have one major annual general membership meeting each year rather than two 
smaller ones.  We originally scheduled a meeting in February 2008 but had to postpone it.  The Annual Membership 
Meeting has now been rescheduled for September 19-20 at Elachee Nature Science Center.  We are in the process 
of developing an agenda and will send it out when we have the details set. 
  

We continue to provide Invasive Plant Control workshops at least twice a year.  This year we had a program at Georgia 
Green Industry Association’s Wintergreen in January and we will offer another one in conjunction with the annual meeting 
on Saturday, September 20. We also have offered many presentations and other educational programs at various venues. 
  

GA-EPPC has participated in an advisory committee for a State Invasive Species Plan over the past several months.    
This effort, led by the GA Department of Natural Resources, is a collaborative effort among various agencies and          
organizations who work with invasive non-native species (all organisms, not just plants).  The first product of this project 
will be an Aquatic Nuisance Species Plan, which will be ready for public review at the end of June.  Several states already 
have such a plan and it’s exciting for Georgia to join their ranks.  The Plan is essential for identifying priorities and         
establishing actions needed by the State to deal with invasive species. 
  

We have been working with representatives from the Georgia Green Industry Association to develop a list of non-invasive 
alternatives to the most serious invasive exotic plants in Georgia (Categories 1 and 2 from the GA-EPPC list).  It is        
currently under review and will be available later this summer. 
  

As this organization has grown, we continually re-evaluate how we can improve our effectiveness.  We would like to find 
ways to get more people involved.  During the annual meeting, there will be focused discussion groups for several specific 
topics that we need to work on, which we hope to develop into on-going committees.  If you are interested in becoming 
involved with any of these issues, plan to attend the meeting.  If you cannot attend, contact me and I will put you in touch 
with others who express interest in the same topic. 
  

The topics we have identified so far are: 
• Invasive non-native plant list – procedures for updates and    

revisions 
• Education – workshops and other programs, publications 
• Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) and mapping   

verifier 
• Policy/legislative liaison 
• Green Industry liaison 
  

We are always interested in hearing from members.  Please  
contact me if you have any questions, suggestions, or would   
like to become involved. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Connie Gray 
President 
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Georgia’s Coastal Invasives 
A two-day workshop on the identification and control of exotic 
pest plants in coastal Georgia, sponsored by the Sapelo Island 
NERR Coastal Training Program, Georgia Exotic Pest Plant 
Council and The Nature Conservancy was held at the Jekyll 
Island Convention Center September 18-19, 2007  
 

Part of the workshop was control work on an infestation of 
beach vitex (Vitex rotundifolia), a relatively new problem on 
dunes.  It took root after hurricane Hugo in SC.  This is the one 
and only stand found on Jekyll.   

Before During  

After 

 

Upcoming Events: 
• GA-EPPC Board Meeting 
 November 14th, 2008 
 Location to be determined  
   

• GA-EPPC Annual Meeting  
 September 19th-20th, 2008 
 Elachee Nature Science Center 
 Gainesville, Georgia 
 

• 30th Natural Areas Conference 
 October 14-17, 2008 
 The Doubletree Hotel, Nashville, TN 

 

Gainesville/Hall County Weed Management Area 
 

 Through a partnership with GA-EPPC, and funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Pulling Together  
Initiative, Elachee Nature Science Center in Gainesville, GA established the Gainesville/Hall County Cooperative Weed 
Management Area (CWMA).  Partners in the CWMA include the Chicopee Woods Park Commission, City of Gainesville, 
Hall County, GA Forestry Commission, Hall County Soil and Water Conservation, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and Gainesville State College. In October, the partners signed a  Memorandum of Understanding agreeing to work 
together for education, detection/mapping, control and prevention of 
the spread of exotic invasive plants within Hall County. 
 

 In the first year of this initiative, a steering committee will be 
formed to oversee the project and secure funding for future years. 
Other activities the first year will include mapping, treatment on 30 
acres of infestation, offering educational programs for children and 
adults, recruiting and training volunteers to help with control projects, 
and developing a  stakeholders group. 
 

 Contact Cynthia Taylor cynthia@elachee.org for information. 

Red Baron Cogongrass growing at the Lewis Ginter  

Botanical Garden in Richmond, VA, October, 2007 
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Cogongrass in Georgia   
James Johnson, Georgia Forestry Commission 

 

 There were fewer than 10 known cogongrass infested sites in Georgia in 2004 and USDA APHIS (Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service - Plant Protection and Quarantine) were treating the sites. The low number 
was due to the efforts of APHIS under the leadership of Art Miller who had led an active cogongrass eradication 
program in the 1990’s. The Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) received an invasive species grant in 2004 from 
the USDA Forest Service (USFS), Forest Health Protection/State and Private Forestry Branch and began  
examining the problems of  invasive plants throughout the state.  Cogongrass was quickly recognized as the 
most serious threat despite the low numbers of sites and acres reported.   As information on this species was  
circulated within the GFC, The University of Georgia (UGA) County Extension Agents and other partners during 
the year, many additional spots were located, primarily in the southwestern portion of the state,  
confirming our suspicions that there were numerous unreported infestations of cogongrass. 
 Veteran district forester in southwest Georgia, Greg Findley in Camilla, immediately recognized the threat 
cogongrass posed to this region with its vast agriculture, forests, and quail plantations. A task force was  
organized to formally address the issue and some of our key partnerships with other groups and agencies began 
at that time:  University of Georgia –  Bugwood Network, USDA APHIS, USFS, Georgia Department of Natural  
Resources, The Jones Ecological Center, and Mark Atwater – Weed Control Unlimited, Inc. 
 The initial meeting occurred in spring 2005 and the group decided upon several courses of action  
including: education of any groups or organizations who could help us with our detection efforts, determining if  
remote sensing to detect cogongrass is possible (and affordable) via either satellite imagery or aircraft, and  
planning a legislative tour for spring 2006. 
 A legislative tour was held at the Tall Timbers Research Station on August 17, 2006 and numerous 
local political leaders, state legislators, and congressional aides attended along with herbicide company  
representatives, University faculty (from UGA and MS State), state and private foresters and other resource  
professionals.  Classroom presentations as well as a guided field trip allowed for a full day of information  
exchange. 
 

Key partnerships for leadership within Georgia’s Cogongrass Program: 
1. GFC – education, detection and field visits when reported, eradication treatments 
2. UGA – education, detection, web support, printed materials and publications 
3. USDA APHIS (PPQ) – detection and eradication treatments 
4. USDA USFS – funding, education 
5. Jones Ecological Center – education and outreach 
6. Georgia Department of Agriculture – detection & industry regulation, enforcement 
7. Mark Atwater – Weed Control Unlimited, Inc. 
 A Memorandum of Understanding to establish the entire state of   
Georgia as a Cooperative Weed Management Area for Cogongrass was 
signed May 8th by the many partnering groups and agencies. Our  
outreach work has gained momentum and will continue into the future, gain-
ing additional partners in the detection effort. 
 

Contact James Johnson, jjohnson@gfc.state.ga.us  
or www. cogongrass.org for more information. 
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 GA-EPPC President, Connie Gray is preparing a publication for the USDA Forest Service on EDRR (early detection 
and rapid response) plants in Georgia. Most of these are plants identified as Category 1 Alert by the GA-EPPC (2006 list).   
Others are species that appear to be spreading either into Georgia or beyond the range considered typical.  She will be   
assembling data on identification, biology, impacts, and control on each of the species listed below, and will be field verifying 
unconfirmed reports and adding locations to the EDDMapS program.  During this process, it will be determined whether any of 
these species need a higher priority than currently given. 
 

What You Can Do to Help: 
Let Connie know if you encounter populations of the plants.  If you can, enter the data into the EDDMapS program 

(www.eddmaps.org/report/index.cfm). Otherwise, contact Connie with the best location information you can.   
Especially important are populations that occur in natural areas and occurrences in counties where the 

species has not yet been recorded (for most current distribution, see www.eddmaps.org/distribution.) 
She also needs some help in describing distinctions between the pest species and other species that are similar in  
 appearance.  
If there are any other species that you have observed to be on the move, please let Connie know and she will evaluate 

them as well.  
Contact: Connie Gray, connie@ecoaddendum.org or 678-230-3672 

 

 For more images for all species, see www.eddmaps.org/species/ or www.invasive.org. These sites have links to various 
publications about the species.   

 Akebia quinata 

Five-leaf akebia, 

chocolate vine 

Appears to spread primarily vegetatively in 
GA and associated with human spread.       
Unconfirmed report that is spreading by seed 
as well into natural areas. 

  

  
 Alliaria petiolata 

Garlic mustard 

Only known location in GA is Kennessaw 
Mtn, which has been there since at least mid 
1980s.  Currently being controlled. 

 Ampelopsis brevipedunculata 

Porcelainberry,  

Amur peppervine 

Widespread in metro Atlanta, appears to be 
more prevalent than thought.  Easy to overlook 
when no fruit.  Waste areas and deep woods.  
Need help to distinguish from Vitis spp. when 
no fruit. 

  

 
 
 

Celastrus orbiculatus 

Oriental bittersweet 

Few reports in GA prior to 2005, but since 
found to be widespread in metro Atlanta and 
beyond.  Most populations found to date are 
young.  Wide geographic range, so far all 
north of the fall line. 
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 Humulus japonicus 

Japanese hops 

Not on anyone’s radar screen in GA until recently.         
Apparently released when kudzu treated with selective 
chemical.  Abundant in Fulton Co. and probably more 
widespread.  May be spread through watercourses. 
  

 Imperata cylindrica 

Cogongrass 

Thought to be infrequent in GA but concentrated effort to 
find populations has shown it to be widespread in Coastal 
plain.  Some piedmont locations and more are found as 
more people are looking for it.  Federal noxious weed and  
considered one of most damaging natural area weeds –  
report all infestations.  See www.cogongrass.org. 

 Lonicera maackii 

Amur honeysuckle 

Of the bush honeysuckles, this may be the only one inva-
sive in GA.  Mostly found in urban areas and near where 
planted for wildlife.  May be more common in NW part of 
state.  Has not been considered high priority in GA but lots 
of $$ to control in areas to north. 

 Lonicera fragrantissima 

Winter honeysuckle 

  

May not spread far beyond plantings.  Still used  
ornamentally. 

 Lonicera morrowii 

Morrow honeysuckle 

Not reported in GA but is in adjacent states, so likely in 
GA as well. 
  

 Lygodium japonicum 

Japanese climbing fern 

 Miscanthus sinensis 

Chinese silvergrass 

Mostly in NE part of state but may be beyond.  Has 
spread rapidly in recent years.  Still widely used as  
ornamental.  Seed can be spread far from parent plants.  
Some reports in S Ga and N. FL.  Need help to  
distinguish from other grasses without seedhead. 

  

 Paederia foetida 

Skunk vine 

Well-established in FL and reported in S.GA 

   
  

 Polygonum cuspidatum 

Japanese knotweed 

Appears to be spreading.  Common along roadsides 
and other highly disturbed areas. 

  

Well-established in coastal plain and found sporadically 
further north in urban areas, most likely spread from 
plantings.  Need to determine if has reached natural areas 
outside of urban in piedmont and if overwintering . 
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Privet Demonstration  
Project at  

Fort Yargo State Park 
 

Several of us spent a day this month at Fort 
Yargo State Park treating privet in a high use 
area.  Three Georgia Forestry Commission 
folks, John Taylor (USFS), Chuck Gregory 
(DNR) and several of his park rangers from 
northeast Georgia performed a variety of  
herbicide application methods on about 20 acres 
of Chinese Privet as a demonstration of treat-
ment during the dormant season.   

Foliar glyphosate, basal bark with Garlon 
4,  and injection with glyphosate and  
water were all utilized with back pack 
sprayers, backpack mist blower, ATV 
sprayers, and the trusty hatchet and 
squirt bottle.  
  
The point of the effort was to show that 
dormant season treatments are very  
effective at both killing the privet and not 
impacting non-target plants.  Although 
privet eradication far and wide isn't  
practical, waging some small battles in 
high visibility areas is worth the effort. 

EDDMapS - Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System  
www.eddmaps.org 

 

The University of Georgia’s Bugwood Network has developed an Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System, to 
provide a more accurate picture of the distribution of invasive species. EDDMapS will allow land managers, agencies 
and others to set priorities for early detection and rapid response (EDRR), as well as formulate overall invasive plant 
management action plans.  It was designed as a tool to develop more complete local, state and regional level  
distribution data of invasive species, identify “leading edge” ranges of new invasive threats, provide a means of  
implementing EDRR, and help corroborate threats and refine invasive species lists and management priorities. 
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University of Georgia  

Center for Invasive Species 

 and Ecosystem Health 
 

The Center for Invasive Species & Ecosystem Health has been 
formally established at the University of Georgia to address  
issues on invasive species and ecosystem (agricultural, forested 
and natural system) health. 
 

The Center, housed at the University of Georgia Tifton Campus, 
evolved from the Bugwood Network that developed through  
faculty cooperation between the College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences and the Warnell School of Forestry and 

Natural Resources at the University of Georgia. The Center will serve a lead role in development,  
consolidation and dissemination of information and programs focused on invasive species, forest health, 
natural resource and agricultural management through technology development, program implementation, 
training, applied research and public awareness. It operates 20 websites that received 147 million hits 
from 23 million users last year. 
 
The Forestry Images, IPMImages and Invasive.org image archives created by Center's Bugwood Network 
include 75,000 images from 1,300 photographers. See www.bugwood.org for more information. 

Invasive Weeds in Georgia 
GA EPPC  Annual Membership Meeting 

September 19-20, 2008 
Elachee Nature Science Center 

Gainesville, Georgia 
 

Invasive weeds are an increasing threat to Georgia’s natural areas and 
forests.  This conference featuring some of the top experts in the field 

will provide information related to pathways, research needs,  
cooperation, early detection and rapid response strategies, mapping  

and control and restoration.  Foresters, land managers, homeowners,  
landowners, extension agents, gardeners, and nursery  
and landscape professionals are encouraged to attend.   

Pesticide applicator and CFE credits applied for. 
 

Register online at:  www.gaeppc.org 
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Connie Gray, Ecological Resource Specialist, EcoAddendum 
 Connie has been an active member of the GA-EPPC for several years and currently 
serves as President.  She was instrumental in developing the Invasive Plant Control     
Workshop Program that GA-EPPC has conducted since 2004.  
 Connie’s background in horticulture, integrated pest management, and landscape 
architecture has evolved into a  specialization in natural plant communities and restoration 
of natural areas, particularly in urban areas.  Currently, Connie is the Ecological Resource 
Specialist for EcoAddendum. 

 

Gary Wade, Professor and Extension Horticulturist,  
Department of Horticulture, University of Georgia  

 Dr. Wade holds a B.S. degree in Horticulture from West Virginia  University, an M.S. degree in Horticulture 
from Michigan State University,  and a Ph.D. in Horticulture from Louisiana State University.   He is responsible for 
planning and coordination of statewide and regional programs for the professional landscape industry.  He serves on 
the Boards of the Georgia Green Industry Association and the Georgia Water Wise Council.  

 

James Johnson, Forest Health Coordinator, Georgia Forestry Commission  
 James graduated Clemson University with a B.S. in Forest Management, and has worked for the Georgia  
Forestry Commission since 1986.  His experience includes 5 years of fire fighting, and 18 years as a field forester.   
He oversees all forest pest issues (surveys and suppression efforts for insects, diseases and invasive plants).   

 

Danielle L. Green, Curator of Horticulture  
and Environmental Initiatives, Zoo Atlanta  

 

 Danielle holds a BS in Biology with concentration in Horticulture from  
Christopher Newport University.  She is responsible for the development and  
management of the Zoo’s public and exhibit landscape, exhibit construction and  
renovation projects, botanical and environmental education programs, resource  
use and recycling, and staff training.   
 

 

Jim Allison 
 Jim is retired after more than 15 years as a botanist with the GA DNR, where his 
field work produced many significant finds, and several “conservation hotspots” he  
discovered have received formal protection, notably the Coosa Prairies and the Bibb 
County (Alabama) Glades. From the latter, he described and named nine(!) Alabama plants 
new to science (he has named Georgia plants since, and is working up more). 
 Alarmed by the number of uncontrolled invasions of exotic plants as he crossed the 
state, Jim helped found GA EPPC and served as its second president.  Currently, he is a 
part-time ranger-naturalist at Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve. 
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Lynn M. Sosnoskie, Post-Doctoral Research Associate,  
Dept. of Crop and Soil Sciences, University of Georgia  

 “The GA-EPPC gives me an opportunity to give voice to some of rural/agricultural Georgia's questions about  
invasive species.” 

 

John Taylor, Program manager, Forest Health Protection  
Invasive Plant Program Southern Region, USDA-Forest Service 

  The Southern Region encompasses 13 states and focuses on management of invasive plants on non –federal 
lands.  The program primarily funds state agencies to help carry out the mission of landowner education and        
assistance.  There are programs in 12 of the thirteen states in the Region, with multiple programs in several states. 
“I am committed to educating land managers about the importance of invasive plants and the threat they present to 
our native ecosystems.” 

 

Malcolm Hodges, Conservation Biologist,  
The Nature Conservancy, Georgia Chapter 

 “Non-native invasive plants and animals are the second greatest threat to natural 
species and ecosystems, after development.  I think GA-EPPC offers an effective avenue of 
combating invasive plant problems statewide, so my involvement as GA-EPPC vice presi-
dent is important for my work at TNC.” 

 

Rick Barnes, Vice President, Nature Scapes, Inc 
 Rick holds a BS in Horticulture from the University of Georgia.  He is Vice President of a full-service  

landscape company in Lilburn, and Past Chairman of the Georgia Green Industry Association where he has held  

numerous positions, including serving on their Invasive/Exotic Plant Pest Task Force.  He assisted in the development 

and operation of the Georgia Certified Landscape Professional program, is a licensed Pesticide Applicator and a  

Certified Arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture. 

 

Mincy Moffett, Botanist and Conservation Ecologist,  
Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources, Nongame Section 

 Mincy’s diverse background is in business, environmental public policy, and science.  He holds a B.A. in       
Economics from The University of the South (Sewanee), a M.B.A. from Georgia State University, and is finishing a 
Ph.D.    in Plant Biology from Auburn University.   
 Mincy transitioned from banking /insurance, to environmental work with Greenpeace, and on to science and 
conservation with Georgia DNR. His research and conservation interests include Xyris taxonomy, rare plant floristic 
surveys, restoration of S. Appalachian mountain bog and upper Piedmont oak/pine savannas, and invasive plant species 
education and control.  

 

Cynthia C. Taylor, Natural Resource Manager,  
Elachee Nature Science Center 

 Cynthia is Natural Resource Manager for Elachee Nature Science Center  
and manages the 2600-acre Chicopee Woods Area Park.  She is responsible for  
identifying, mapping, and coordinating control efforts on the many acres of invasives in 
the park.  She serves on the Gainesville/Hall County Weed Management Area steering 
committee and as secretary for GA-EPPC. 
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 In 2007, State Representative Stephanie Stuckey-Benfield of Decatur proposed HR 887, a resolution to prohibit 
the use, production and sale of a number of invasive exotic plants.  In February 2008 I was invited to appear before the 
Georgia House Agriculture Committee to present the GA-EPPC’s position on the resolution. Others who presented  
opinions included representatives from the Georgia Green Industry Association and the Garden Clubs of Georgia. 
 GA-EPPC’s stand, in brief, supported the intent of Rep. Stuckey-Benfield to bring the issue before the House 
and to investigate policies that would support efforts to reduce and control invasive exotic plants.  However, the specific 
list included in the Resolution was not appropriate for this area since it came from a larger regional list posted on the  
National Park Service website. I recommended other ways in which the House could support our work by providing  
funding for research, mapping, and control efforts and apprised them of the many activities GA-EPPC and others are   
already engaged in. We offered the expertise of our organization to advise in any further discussion. 
 The issue was tabled until the next legislative session.  While nothing was decided, it is a victory to begin the 
discussion on this very critical issue in the State legislature.  And we have at least one State Representative who is   will-
ing to champion our cause.  Rep. Stuckey-Benfield was very open to our suggestions and is interested in helping the 
cause.                  Submitted by Connie Gray 
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