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Collects ecological field data
Runs on �Palm Pilots�
Designed to work with MS Access database
Database directly works with NIISS website

What is EcoNab?



The National Institute of Invasive Species 
Science

www.niiss.org



Step 1: Register with NIISS



Navigation Bar
Gather Data
Field Tools
Click on �Download Page� under EcoNab heading

Step 2: Access EcoNab Downloads



EcoNab Downloads Page



EcoNab (Palm Program)
EcoNabTutorial.doc
EcoNabDemo.exe
EcoNab.prc
AboutEcoNab.doc

VegSurvey (MS Access Database)
AboutVegSurvey.doc
PkgVegSurvey.zip

Available for Download



Extras
WhatDoINeedToBuy.doc
HowDoISetItUp.doc
PlotTemplateTutorial.doc
StateSpeciesList.prc
PkgGoGPS.zip
PkgUnknowns.zip

Available for Download



See �WhatDoINeedToBuy.doc�
Palm Pilot

Palm OS PDAs
WILL NOT RUN on Blackberry, PocketPC, or any Microsoft 
mobile operating system

Palm/GPS connector cable and GPS
Bluetooth GPS

What is needed?



Geared to low financial end users

Garmin eTrex, $100
Connector Cable, $30
Palm Pilot, $50

GRAND TOTAL: $180

Is it expensive?



Data archived in �DataNREL.pdb� for every user
HotSync operation updates
Can recover any data from last HotSync

TIPS (AboutEcoNab.doc)
HotSync your palm regularly and import data into 
VegSurvey database
Delete plots from Palms after import into VegSurvey
Do not use Palm as a backup!  Use copy of VegSurvey

Recovering Lost Data



Buy weatherproof palm
Cost: $100s-$1000s

Weatherproof case
Cost: $10s-$100s

Ziplock bag
Cost: $.04/bag

Weatherproofing



Vegetation Inventory
Entering number of 
different species
Based on plots of 
specific design

Mapping
Concerned with one 
or few species

Two Main Features of EcoNab



Create custom species lists
SpeciesListTutorial.doc

Create custom plot types
PlotTemplateTutorial.doc

Create customized auxiliary data screens
PlotTemplateTutorial.doc

Customization



Remote sensing of large non-native trees
Estimate percent cover from a �bird�s-eye� view
Total cover does not total more than 100% 
Subjective placement

find a homogenous area of interest that needs to be 
distinguished by remote sensing

Example: Study Design



Example: Vegetation Inventory-Calibration Plot

24ft (7.32m)

Species of Interest
Tamarix sp.
Eleagnus angustifolia
Populus deltoides

Auxiliary Variables
Remaining Vegetation
Bareground
Rock
Water
Vegetative Litter



Example: Mapping-Presence/Absence



Example: Mapping-Presence/Absence

N

120o

100 m
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