
DALMATION TOADFLAX 

Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) is native to the Mediterranean region and was 
originally introduced as an ornamental to the west coast of North America in the  
late 1800s. 

Dalmatian toadflax has waxy, bluish-green stems and heart-shaped leaves. It produces 
yellow flowers, sometimes with orange centers, arranged on spikes that look similar 
to a snapdragon. The plant can reach a height of four feet, and may be confused with 
yellow toadflax, also called butter-and-eggs (Linaria vulgaris), which is commonly found 
in Minnesota. 

Impacts of Dalmatian toadflax on your community
Dalmatian toadflax invades and overtakes grasslands, rangelands, pastures, natural 
areas, and disturbed areas. It reduces livestock production, land values, biodiversity, 
and wildlife habitat. Dalmatian toadflax contains a chemical that can be toxic to some 
livestock such as cattle. However, cattle avoid Dalmatian toadflax and there are no 
confirmed reports of livestock poisoning. 

Dalmatian toadflax management
Dalmatian toadflax is a prohibited noxious weed on the eradicate list, which means that all 
of the above and below ground parts of the plant must be destroyed, as required by law. 
Additionally, no transportation, propagation, or sale of these plants is allowed. 

• Mowing and prescribed fire are not effective and not recommended for control. 
• Repeated hand-pulling and root digging is an option to control small infestations. 

Pulling all of the lateral roots is difficult so it will need to be repeated frequently or 
roots will need to be dug. Flowering stems should be bagged or burned. 

• Spring and fall herbicide application can greatly reduce populations over time. 
• For all management methods, it is important to monitor infestations for several years 

to ensure no additional plants germinate. 

What to do if you suspect you found Dalmatian toadflax 
To report infestations of Dalmatian toadflax, please do the following.

• Note the exact location with address or GPS coordinates. 
• If it is possible, take digital photos of the whole plant, rosettes, flowers, and seed  

stalks that can be emailed for identification.
• Infestations can be reported to one of two places:

1.  The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) by email at  
arrest.the.pest@state.mn.us, or voicemail 1-888-545-6684.

2. Directly to EDDMapS through the Great Lakes Early Detection Network  
app on a smartphone or tablet.

To learn more about the MDA’s Noxious and Invasive Weed Program and  
the Noxious Weed Law and Lists, please visit: www.mda.state.mn.us/weedcontrol 
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this information is 
available in alternative forms of communication upon request by calling 
651-201-6000. TTY users can call the Minnesota Relay Service at 711. The 
MDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.


