
Addressing Woody Invasives in the Great Lakes Basin 

This project will create a new collaborative group composed of a variety of stakeholders 

which will work to share information and reduce the impacts of woody invasive species within 

the Great Lakes Basin. The Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) will be responsible for 

starting this new group and for coordinating and facilitating its meetings and outputs. MIPN is 

seeking participating from a number of stakeholder sectors, including public and private forest 

and woodland managers, timber woodlot managers, conservation organizations, commercial 

nurseries, ornamental plant retailers, public gardens and arboreta, researchers, and those 

engaged in education and outreach on invasive plant issues.  

Our main goal is to protect the ecosystem of the Great Lakes Basin by reducing the 

impacts of woody invasive plants. The collaborative’s discussions and future outputs will focus 

both on preventing the spread of invasive woody plants, particularly those still in trade, and on 

controlling invasions where they currently exist. Key projected outputs include: 

 group meetings (agendas, minutes, etc.) 

 project website to house news, documents, and other deliverables 

 up-to-date methodological summary of invasive plant risk assessment 

procedures for relevant jurisdictions and summary of existing laws and 

regulations 

 map/spatial data-based decision support tool for control/removal of woody 

ornamental invasive species 

 improved/expanded Landscape Alternatives app to support purchases of non-

invasive alternative woody ornamental plants with accompanying brochure  

 clearinghouse (via website) of information on control methods for woody 

ornamental invasive species 

 framework for communicating on-the-ground data needs to the research 

community and vice-versa 

 online video series on woody invasive plant identification and treatment 

 public webinars on collaborative projects and tools 

 summit meeting/conference to conclude the project  

MIPN has funds available to support limited travel for participating stakeholders, though we do 

anticipate that a great deal of correspondence and project work will occur via teleconference and/or 

video conference. 

The initial project timeframe is September 29, 2017 – July 31, 2017. 

If you are interested in participating, please contact MIPN Coordinator, Clair Ryan at: 

mipn@mortonarb.org or (630) 719-5649. 
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