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The Forest Restoration Support Team

• A unique program to address the decline of 
Oak-Hickory forest health on private lands
• Invasive species control – River To River 

Cooperative Weed Management Area
• Prescribed fire - Southern Illinois 

Prescribed Burn Association



Partners



Priority Areas

Illinois Forestry Development Council; 
USFS State & Private Forestry 



>63% of species in greatest need of 

conservation directly threatened by 
invasive species in Illinois



Lack of Fire





Why Private Lands?
• Private owners hold 82% of Illinois’ forests

• Most private landowners hold <10 acres

• Those owning >10 acres: 55% of privately-owned 
forest

• Only 15% have sought management advice

• Only 4% have a Forest Management Plan
(Illinois Statewide Forest Resource Assessment and Strategies, 2008)



Why SIPBA and the CWMA?

• The CWMA and SIPBA are unique conservation 
organizations, highlighted in the IFAP as models for 
reversing the decline in plant biodiversity and 
forest health. 

• This is a novel partnership model, leveraging 
resources and increasing on-the-ground results, 
and creating a sustainable, locally-lead effort that 
brings landowners together to address a serious 
problem. 



• Formalized Partnership between 13 federal and state 
agencies, non-profit organizations, and universities

Focus Areas
1. Education and awareness
2. Organization and capacity 

building
3. Coordinated control efforts
4. Research in applied 

management



Core Program

• 1) Training: Invasive Species Ecology and 
Identification, Herbicide Safety and Control 
Techniques, and Control Methods for Select Species  
(3 hours)

• 2) Workdays: Three workdays, four hours each (12 
hours)



Advanced Program 
for Master Naturalists

Year 1 
• 1) Field Identification and Invasive Species Survey
• 2) Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
• 3) IPM Tools:

• a) Prescribed Fire in Restoration 
• b) The Safe Use of Herbicides in Restoration 

Year 2 
• 1) The Science of Forest Stand Improvement
• 2) Field Tools for Restoration
• 3) The Use of Technology for Survey and Mapping
• Workday: assist with/observe one SIPBA prescribed fire 
Year 3 
• Develop a restoration plan



FRST Volunteer Days

• Several volunteer days 
in 2015; greater in 2016 

• Designed to be learning 
opportunities with 
professional managers 
and Master Naturalists

• ~200 acres treated w/ 
~50 volunteers in 2015 



Empowering 
Landowners

• FRST uses the 
very successful 
SIPBA business 
model



“What are the neighbors up to now?”



The Southern Illinois 

Prescribed Burn Association

• Formed in 2006 as a grassroots management 

solution

• Comprised of

landowners,

land managers 

& professionals  

• Multi-funded

by grants, 

partners, and 

members



Fire in the Midwest: A Unique Challenge



Grants and generous contributions 
provide the necessary equipment…

…Trained volunteers 
provide the labor





“You don't want to start a fire that 
they're going to name after you.”



Many Landowners have embraced prescribed fire
PBAs make fire accessible (and safer)
Positive results continue to set a good example





Highlighted Project Objectives

• Reduce effects of fragmentation and parcelization

• Work with Illinois Wildlife Action Plan (IWAP) and 
COA’s to educate the public 

• Expand prescribed burning as a sustainable and 
accepted practice in southern Illinois 

• Identify forest health threats and development of 
invasive species control plans 

• Maximizing acreage of priority habitat areas where 
wildlife habitat is being protected and conserved 



Thank you


